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This  inventory  of  Elkhart  County  records  constitutes  a  part 
of  a  general  guide  to  the  county  archives  of  Indiana.     It  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey  of  this  state,  operating 
as  a  separate  projoct  under  the  '/forks  Progress  Admin i  strati  on. 

The  survey  of  state  and  local  historical  records  in  Indiana 
was  instituted  on  February  19,  1936,  as  part  of  a  nation -vdde 
undertaking  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Luther  II.  Evans.  Samuel 
J.  Kagan,  state  archivist  of  the  Indiana  History  and  Archives 
Division  of  the  State  Library,  was  assigned  to  lead  the  project 
as  State  Director.     In  the  beginning  the  Survey  was  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  writers'  Project.    On  September  23,  1936,  the 
Historical  Records  Survey  was  nominally  as  veil  as  factually  made 
independent  of  the  ..ritors'  Project.     In  general,  it  has  from  its 
very  inception  acted  as  a  separate  and  independent  anit  of  Federal 
Project  Ho.  1. 

The  aim  and  purpose  of  the  survey  of  county  records  in  Indiana 
have  been  to  furnish  the  officials  of  the  local,  state,  and  national 
governments,  students  of  history,  lawyers,  and  genealogists,  and  the 
general  citizenry  interested  in  the  county  records,  with  a  convenien 
tool  for  use  in  consulting  them.    It  is  the  object  oi  the  Survey 
to  make  the  valuable  source  materials  t  .at  are  to  be  four...  in  the 
Indiana  courthouses  and  other  public  buildings,  available  and  more 
accessible  to  those  who  may  be  in  need  of  th<  m.     It  is  our  hopo 
that  the  information  contained  in  this  inventorv  will  n rouse 
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Creator  interest  in  state  and  lo-.-al  historical  records  and  will 
encouraro  ofi'icials  to  continuo  the  improvement  of  methods  for 
the  preservation  and  safekeeping  of  these  records. 

The  field  work  of  the  survey  of  Elkhart  County  was  begun  on 
April  22,  1936,  under  the  district  supervision  of  L:rs.  Prod  Elbel, 
of  South  ]^ond,  later  succeeded  by  Alvin  Polscr,  of  Pishav.xka.  The 
field  workers  Were  Harry  .".'est,  of  Iv'i shawaka •  o.nd  Albert  Botos, 
A.  Drayton,  and  Prod  Fulford,  all  of  South  Bend.     It  v;as  completed 
on  June  30,  1936.    i'any  visits,  however,  have  since  been  made  to 
the  county  courthouse  to  check  and  recheck  the  information  contained 
herein,  the  final  recheck  having  been  made  in  June  1937. 

There  are  ninety- two  counties  in  Indiana.    ",.hen  the  survey  of 
county  archives  is  completed  a  separate    volume  is  to  be  devoted 
to  each  county  inventory  in  the  state.    Elkhart  County  is  No*  20 • 

The  inventory  proper  is  preceded  by  a  number  of  introductory 
sections  to  enlighten  the  reader  concerning  facts  and  events  forming 
the  background  and  basis  of  tho  records.    The  entries  for  the 
record  series  are  carried  in  consecutive  numbering  for  the  county. 
Tho  bureaus  are  arranged  in  functional  order:     Governing  boards; 
major  administrative  offices;  judicial  offices;  and  financial, 
educational,  health,  engineering,  and  other  groups.  V.herever 
applicable,  natural  groupings  under  separate  headings  are  made 
within  the  bureau,  and  the  entries  are  arranged  thereunder  also 
according  to  their  functional  sequence.    A  full  and  e:u  .  sive 
index  following  the  inventory  will  help  the  reader  locate  records 
with  a  minimum  of  inconvenience  and  effort. 
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The  editing  of  this  inventory  has  been  conducted  by  an  editoria 
staff  of  some  forty  men  and  women,  whose  labor:;  we  deeply  appreciate 
and  wish  to  recognize  forthwith,  captained  by  Harry  A.  kidor,  editor 
John  U.  IdLlligan  in  charge  of  accession  and  classifying;  Louise 
rlation  in  charge  of  checking;  Canis  E.  Eroolcway  in  charge  of 
condensing;  Julius  Salman,  legal  advisor;  and  Howard  G.  Underwood, 
historical  research  editor. 

The  original  survey  was  nade  in  the  field  under  the  direction 
of  the  iitate  Director  and  carefully  checked  and  compiled  in  the 
form  of  this  inventory  in  the  State  Office.    Of  the  industrious 
and  painstaking  devotion  to  his  task  of  each  and  every  person  who 
had  a  part  in  the  Survey  we  are  keenly  aware,  and  we  regret  that 
we  cannot  commend  by  name  the  services  of  all  who  have  contributed 
to  the  publication  of  this  volume. 

The  Survey  is  indebted  to  county  officials;  to  the  State  "..orks 
Progress  Administration;  to  Kenneth  E  Lancet,    s. sting  director  of 
"..'omen's  ana  Professional  Projects,  who  has  re.  iere-u  the  Survey  a 
great  personal  service  in  the  administering  of   ...  .  project;  and  to 
Dr. . Christopher  3.  Coleman,  who  has  taken  personal  initiative  and 
interest  in  behalf  of  the  Survey  in  giving  technical  advice  to  the 
project. 

S.  J.  I-Iagan,  Siaatc  Director 
The  historical  Records  Survey 
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A  guide  to  county  and  township  records  in  Indiana  has  long  been 
noeded  by  both  local  officials  and  the  gcnoral  public.    The  Y/orks 
Progress  Administration  project  called  the  Historical  Records  Survey 
is  the  first  attempt  to  supply  this  need.    Few  more  useful  fields  of 
employment  could  luvvc  been  found  than  the  survey  of  local  and  state 
historical  records,  even  though  the  work  inevitably  prosentcd  unusual 
difficulties.    The  completion  of  the  survey  of  historical  records  in 
Indiana  is  a  source  of  genuine  satisfaction. 

We  are  indebted  first  of  all  to  the  Works  Progress  Administration 
for  providing  for  the  survey  and  financing  it.    The  National  director 
of  tho  project,  Dr.  Luther  E.  Evans,  assured  a  fruitful  product  of  the 
•work  by  ably  ourlining  it  and  drafting  the  forms  to  be  used  by  the 
field  workers  so  as  to  insure  the  greatest  completeness  with  the  least 
likelihood  of  errors.    He  and  his  assistants  have  done  a.11  bhat  was 
possible  for  this  nation-wide  survey.    Samuel  J.  Kagan,  State  Director 
of  Indiana,  doserves  great  credit  for  his  energy  and  ability  in 
organizing  tho  office  and  field  forces  which  have  carri« d  out  the  pro- 
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joct.     1o  assemble  and  organize  more  -clian  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons 
in  a  new  lino  of  work  in  which  there  were  very  few  local   prec    .  nts, 
and  to  complete  a  survoy  of  tho  county  records  in  ail  the  ninety-two 
counties,  including  the  townships,  at  first,  seemed  almost  impossible 
of  accomplishment  within  a  year.    It  has,  ho-.vever,  been  ace  cm;  iished. 

An  advisory  committee  has  helped  ,":uido  work  upon  the  project;  thou 
no  meetings  were  held,  its  members  in  many  instances  were  a  great  help. 
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Foreword 

A  word  of  appreciation  must  be  recorded  here  for  the  county  officers 
who  courteously  gave  the  representatives  of  the  survey  access  to  tho 
rocords  in  thoir  offices  and  cooperatod  in  the  making  of  the  survey. 
Espocially  is  the  stalo  indobtod  to  thoso  officors  who  ira.de  possible 
the  photographing  of  old  rocords  for  preservation  in  a  central 
depository. 

CHRISTOPHER  D.  COLHLAH 

Director,  Indiana  Historical  Bureau 

and 

Chairman,  Advisory  Corzrattee 
Historical  Rocords  Survoy 
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PART  A.    ELKHART  CGUHTY  AITD  ITS  RE0OR3DS  SYSTEM 

1.     HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

Elkluirt  County,  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  tho  state, 
is  bonndod  on  the  cast  by  La£ran--e  and  Hoolc  Counties,  on  tho  south 
by  Kosciusko  County,  on  tho  west  by  Marshall  and  St.  Joseph  Counties, 
and  on  the  north  by  the  State  of  L'ichi*-an.     It  has  an  a?Da  of  462 
square  miles . 

The  topography  of  the  county  is  for  the  most  part  undulating, 
with  an  occasional  prairie  or  lcvol  area  to  relievo  the  monotony 
of  the  landscape    A  rid^e,  or  ran~e  of  hills,  is  located  in  the 
north-eastern  section  near  the  villa-r;o  of  Middleburg,    Tho  county 
lies  almost  wholly  within  the  valley  of  the  St.  Joseph  River,  which 
enters  from  Kichi£an  about  six  miles  '.vest  of  the  northeastern  corner 
and  flows  in  a  southwesterly  direction  into  St.  Joseph  County.  The 
Elkhart  and  Little  Elkhart  Rivers  and  Christiana  Creek  are  tributary 
to  the  St.  Josoph;  and  these  streams  together  ".rich  many  smaller  ones 
water  and  drain  tho  entire  count;, .    A  crouP  of  five  lakes  is  located 
just  soutii  of  the  northern  county  line,  and  a  fow  others  are  scatter 
tlirou^hout  the  county. 

The  relationship  of  Indiana,  to  bho  United  State- a  as  a  whole 
ho;* ins  with  tho  landing  and  settlement  of  Jamestown  by  the  English 
in  1607.    Quebec  was  founded  by  the  French  a  year  later,  and  c;:plora 
tions  to  the  west  and  south  were  be;-un  which  eventually  carried  La 
Salle  to  tho  mouth  of  the  "ississippi  River.    On  April  0,  1532,  he 
claimed  tho  entire  river  valley — the  whole  middle  wesL — in  tho  name 
of  Franco,  and  called  it  Louisiana.    By  17SS,  Fronoh  trading  posts 
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had  boon  established  on  tho  present  sites  of  Fort  Wayne,  Lafayette, 
and  Vinconnos .    In  the  meantime,  the  English  had  boon  pushing  into 
tho  Ohio  Valley,  and  conflicts  v.dth  tho  French  over  the  rich  fur 
trade  vroro  becoming  increasingly  frcquont.    The  French  and  Indian 
War  finally  brought  this  conflict  into  tho  or  en,  and  the  English 
succeeded  tho  French  as  masters  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paris,  February  10,  17C3.     It  was  not  until  shortly  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revolution,  when  General  George  Rogers 
Clark  captured  Vinconnos,  that  the  British  hold  on  this  portion  of  tho 
oountry  was  brokon.    Virginia  now  had  Jurisdiction  over  this  vast 
coimtry,  but  in  1764  ceded  it  to  tho  United  States  Government,  who, 
tliree  years  later,  organized  the  northwest  Territory.    In  1790,  tho 
first  real  civil  government  over  what  is  now  Indiana  was  sot  up  T.-hen 
Knox  County  was  formed.    Then,  in  1800,  Congress  passed  an  act  presid- 
ing for  Indiana  Territory,  and  in  161S  Indiana  was  admitted  as  a 
state  into  the  Union. 

Tho  area  now  included  within  Elkhart  County  was  acquired  from 
the  Indians  by  threo  treaties  of  cession.    On  August  29,  1821,  the 
potawatomi,  Ottawas,  and  Chlppowns  ceded  to  the  United  3tates 
Government  a  narrow  strip  of  land  on  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
stato  and  county)  and  on  September  20,  1328,  a  larger  section  o2 
land  lying  to  tho  south  of  tho  territory  oovercd  bj  tho  first  treaty 
and  including  most  of  Elkhart  County,  was  acquired  from  the  Potawatomi 
by  tho  Carey  Mission  Treaty.    That  small  par^  of  the  county  south  of 
the  Carey  Hiss ion  Line  was  ceded  to  the  Government  by  the  Tippecanoe 
River  Potawatomi  on  Octobor  2o,  1652. 

The  Indian  trail  along  tho  foot  of  Lake  Uichigan  had  boon  an 


Historical  Skotch  7 

anciont  highway  botwoen  the  St .  Lawrence  and  tho  Mississippi  Valleys 
for  decados,  and  whon  tho  first  white  settlers  camo  into  northern 
Indiana  and  Elkhart  County  thoy  usually  camo  by  way  of  tho  St.Josox^h 
Valley.    A  Eronch  trader  named  itosscau  located  southeast  of  tho 
present  site  of  Goshon  in  1015,  and  Joseph  Hoffsin£er,  tho  "permit 
Squatter",  lived  for  several  years — from  1821  to  1828 — where  the 
city  of  Elkhart  now  stands,    Hatthcw  Boyd  v<as  probably  the  first 
settler  on  Elkhart  Prairie;  the  date  of  his  arrival  is  210b  known,  but 
it  was  sor/iotiino  prior  to  1027.    7/illiam  Oimpson  and  Elias  Hi,;  s 
located  near  Boyd  in  1627.     In  the  fall  of  that  year,  Jcsso  Rush 
sottlcd  in  tho  southeast  cornor  of  Pleasant  Plain,  near  Elkhart. 
Elias  Carpenter,  Azel  Sparklin,  and  Colonel  Jolm  Jackson,  who  fought 
under  William  Henry  Harrison  in  the  War  of  1612,  located  on  Elkhart 
Prairie  in  1829. 

Elkhart  County  was  formed  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
approved  January  29,  1830,  out  of  torritory  previously  attached  to 
Cass  and  Allen  Counties.    The  legal  boundaries  of  tho  new  county 
were  described  as  follows:    "Beginning  at  range  three  east,  and 
thenoe  running  with  the  state  line  twenty  four  miles  east;  thence 
south  twenty  miles;  thence  west  twenty-f our  milos;  thence  north 
twenty -four  (twenty)  miles,  to  the  place  of  beginning."  (1) 

The  correction  bracketed  in  above,  was  novor,  apparently,  for- 
mally made. 

"All  the  territory  iying  east  cf  said  county  to  the  state  line" 
was  attached  for  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  by  the  law  forming 
the  county.    Torritory  still  under  Indian  title  was  iiciudcd  within 
tho  boundaries  laid  out  for  the  now  county.  (2) 
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On  January  31,  1832,  an  act  v/ac  approved  providing  that  tho 
boundary  between  Elkhart  and  St.  Joseph  Countioc  "be  a  north  and 
south  lino,  three  miles  cast,  and  parallel  with  rango  lino  number 
thrco,  cast  or  tho  socond  principal  meridian  line*    And  all  that 
portion  of  territory  so  stricken  off  of  Elkhart  County,  be  attached 
to,  and  constitute  a  part  of  St.  Joseph  County  ".  (3) 

An  act  of  February  2,  1832,  attached  to  Elkhart  County  all  that 
portion  of  territory  situated  between  tho  present  southern!  boundary 
line  of  Elkhart  County,  and  the  township  lino,  dividing  tho  Congress 
ional  townships,  thirty-four  and  thirty-five,  between  ran  c  lines 
number  three  and  seven,  east  of  the  second  principal  meridian.  (4J 

On  February  4,  1836,  wnen  Marshall  County  was  formed,  the  south 
west  quartor  of  township  35  north,  range  4  east  was  detached  from 
Elkhart  and  attached  to  larshall  County.  (5) 

The  election  at  which  the  first  county  officials  -were  chosen, 
was  held  in  the  spring  of  1830.    Thomas  Thomas  was  elected  clerk; 
Eli  Penwell,  sheriff;  William  Latta  and  Peter  Diddy,  associate 
judges  of  tho  circuit  court;  J.V.r.  Violett,  recorccr;     Jamos  kathor, 
John  Jackson,  and  Arminius  Penwell  constituted  the  board  of  justices 
who  at  that  period  took  over  tho  cutios  of  the  commissicr.rrc . 

r<Lho  board  of  justices  hold  their  first  session  in  tho  cabin  of 
Chester  Sace,  which  was  located  on  the  north  ban]:  of  tho  St.  Joseph 
River  nearly  opposite  tho  mouth  of  the  Elkhart  River — the  present 
site  of  tho  city  of  Elkhart*    One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  board 
of  justices  was  to  divide  the  county  into  two  townships.    At  present 
■chore  are  sixteen  townships  in  the  county:    Eango,  Pentrn,  Cleve- 
land, Clinton,  Concord,  Elkhart,  Harrison,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Locke 
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I.Iiddlcburg,  Olivo,  Osolo,  Union,  Washington,  and  York. 

Commissioners  named  to  locate  tho  seat  of  government  solcctod 
a  sito  in  I.'ay  1050,  nov,r  known  as  Dunlap,  a  short  distance  north  of 
tho  Elkhart  River,  tut  tho  county  officials  tool:  no  action.  An 
act  of  February  10,  1G51,  authorized  relocation  commissioners, 
and  tho  present  site  of  Goshen  was  named  tho  county  seat  of  Elkhart 
County.    The  origin  of  the  name  Elkhart  goes  hack  to  tho  days  when 
tho  Indians  occupied  tho  county  and  it    was  first  appliod  to 
Elkhart  Rivor.    An  island,  shaped  somewhat  like  a  heart  is  located 
at  tho  mouth  of  tho  river.    Tho  Indian  name  was  l.:ishiv/a-toki-sipiv,-i, 
meaning  elk-hcart-rivor . 

The  first  term  of  circuit  court  was  held  at  the  log  cabin  of 
Chester  Sage  on  November  30,  1850,  before  Associate  Judges  William 
Latta  and  Peter  Diddy.     Charles  II.  Test  wa-6  presiding  judge  of  tho 
circuit  and  was  present  at  the  second  term  of  court. 

The  first  courthouse,     erected  in  1853,  was  a  two-story  structure 
forty  feet  stpare,  with  county  offices  on  the  second  floor  and  tho 
courtroom  on  the  first  floor.    Several    years  later,  one-story  wings 
were  added  to  this  building  and  were  occupied  by  the  treasurer, 
auditor,  sheriff,  and  recorder.    Tho  second  courthouse  Was  completed 
in  1870,  and  was  a  two-story  brick  and  etone  building,  52  x  72  feet 
in  size.     In  1905,  the  building  was  reconstructed  and  enlarged  at  a 
cost  of  ...100,000. 

Elkhart  County  is  one  of  a  small  number  in  the  state  where  well 
devoloped  industrial  communities  are  surrounded  by  an  er  Bfisive 
agricultural  region,    the  county  has  steadily  increased  in  population 
since  16S0;  from  1910  to  1920  tho  rato  of  growth  was  15-',  and  during 
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tho  1920-1950  period  this  rate  inclcascd  22,).     Of  a  total  population 
of  about  09,000,  approximately  two-thirds  live  in  the  incorporated 
towns  and  cities:    Millcrsburg,  Elkhart,  Goshen,  Nappanee,  Middle- 
burg,  Wakarusa,  and  Bristol. 

Both  heavy  and  light  industry,  both  producers'  and  consumers * 
goods,  aro  located  within  the  county.     Some  of  the  products  of  this 
industry  aro  railway  and  steamship  supplies,  structured  iron  and 
stool,  motor  car  and  aviation  equipment,  machinery  and  tools,  rubber 
goods  and  supplies,  and  furniture  of  all  types. 

Between  1920  and  1930  farming  in  Elkhart  County  was  on  tho  decli] 
Tho  number  of  farms  and  the  total  acreage  decreased;  owners  of  farms 
and  farm  tenancy  also  dropped,  and  the  average  size  of  farms  increase! 
slightly.    The  total  value  of  farm  land  and  buildings  in  the  county 
fell  considerably,  probably  due  to  tho  overvaluation  of  farm  property 
during  the  YJorld  War.    Along  with  this  decline  in  agriculture  went 
the  rise  of  industry,  and  as  a  consequence  ran;;  people  moved  from 
rural  areas  into  the  cities  and  towns. 

The  year  1950  marked  a  reversal  of  this  trend j  the  figures  for 
1935  reveal  a  "back  to  tho  land"  movement  of  considerable  inportance. 
The  economic,  crisis  forced  the  urban  unemployed  each  to  rural  areas 
for  a  livelihood.    The  number  of  farms  in  19S5  exceeded  the  1920 
figures,  and  the  total  number  of  acres  cultivated  rose.    Farm  owner- 
ship and  tenancy  also  passed  the  1920  mark  and  the  average  farm 
decreased  in  size.    The  total  value  of  far:.,  land  and  buildings  took 
a  further  drop  to  lose  than  50/2  the    1920  figure.    It  is  alsc 
significant  that  almost  1,000  people  lived  on  farms  in  11-55  who  had 
lived  in  nonrural  communities  five  years  previously. 
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2.     aOVEimOUNTAI.  QIlCrAKI-ZATIOft  AiiU  RECORDS  SYSTEM 

Elkhart  County,  with  its  county  coat  at  Goshen,  is  a  subdi- 
vision of  the  State  of  Indiana  for  administrative ,  judicial,  and 
political  purposes.     It  ic  a  creature  of  the  legislature  and  pos- 
sesses only  such  powers  of  local  government  as  are  conferred  by 
acts  of  the  legislature  or  arc  incident  and  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  thereof.     Created  by  the  state,  the  county  is 
subject  to  legislative  control  at  any  time  and  its  powers  may  be 
amplified  or  diminished  "without  its  consent. 

Elkhart  County  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, effective  April  1,  1C30.  (l)    Its  present  government ,  as  it 
functions  today,  is  the  result  of  its  development  under  the  oris;- 
inal  Constituion  of  iolu,  the  present  Constitution  adopted  in 
1851,  and  more  than  a  century  of  legislative  action. 

The  county  system  of  government  is  an  inheritance  from  Eng- 
land and  the  American  Colonies,  whence  pioneers  in  Indiana  brought 
their  customs  and  laws.     Its  beginnings  in  Indiana  are  found  in 
the  laws  of  the  Northwest  T crritorv.  which  recorniscd  the  counties 
already  esto.biished,  and  provided  for  courts  and  administrative 
officers,  as  follows:    General  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
pcaco,  county  court  of  common  pleas..   (2)  and  court  of  probate,  (3) 
commissioners ,  (4)  sheriff,  (5)  coroner,   (o)  recorder,  (7)  treas- 
urer, (C)  (circuit  court).  (9)    Those  officers  were  appointed  by 
either  the  governor  or  the  court,    The  laws  of  Indiana  Territory 
provided  for  the  appoint];. ent  of  additional  officers:     Surv  •■or,  (10) 


(15) 
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assessor,  (11 )  prosocutin-  attorney*  (12)  and  county  agent  v/ho  con- 
veys and  receives  conveyances  of  public  lands,  (13) 

In  the  year  of  liUG  Indiana  was  admitted  to  the  Union  and  the 
constitution  of  that  year  provided  Tor  the  olection  in  each  county 
of  a  clorl:  of  the  circuit  court ,  (14)  recorder,  (15)  sheriff  and 
coroner,  (1G)  and  continued  the  other  territorial  officers  until 
superseded.  (17) 

The  legislature,  in  1G17,  established  a  body  called  tho  board 
of  commissioners,  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  county;  (lo)  tho 
office  of  treasurer,  v/ho  was  appointed  by  the  board  of  cox.m.issicn- 
crs;  (lfj)  and  in  1610  the  office  of  sui'veycr,  who  was  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  the  state.  (20) 

In  1824 j  the  board  of  commissioners  was  abolished,  and  its 
functions  conferred  upon  tho  justices  of  tho  peace  of  the  county, 
who  constituted  the  board  for  doing  county  business,  (21)  until 
in  1831  the  board  of  commissioners  v.'as  reestablished,  which  con- 
sisted of  three  members  elected  by  the  voters.   (22)    ".Then  Elkhart 
County  was  organized  in  1830,  its  government  followed  the  form 
outlined  above.     In  1831  the  legislature  made  tho  surveyor  an  an- 
pointoe  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  (23)  and  in  1041  created 
the  eloctive  office  of  auditor.  (24)    Otherwise  tho  original  or- 
ganization continued  practically  unchanged  for  over  twenty  years. 

As  tho  state  grew ,  there  was  much  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Constitution  of  1816,  but  repeated  attempts  to  change  it  uid  not 
succeed  until  1850,  when  a  constitutional  convention  was  called 
which  framed  a  new  constitution.  (25)    This  constitution  was 
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submitted  to  the  qualified  voters  ol'  the  statu  and  adopted  in 
18G1  and  proclaimed  by  the  governor  to  be  effective  on  Eovombor 
lj  1651  j  and  with  amendments ,  roiv.ains  the  Constitution  of  Ind- 
iana* (EG) 

Each  county  is  a  political  subdivision  of  the  state  and  has 
an  individuo.1  governmental  organization.    Although  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1051  forbids  special  legislation,   (27)  and  the  general 
outline  of  tho  organization  of  county  government  remains  the 
same,  tho  general  assembly  lias  provided  the  necessary  variations 
to  take  care  of  local  needs  and  conditions.     These  variations  lie 
chiefly  in  the  number  of  officers  and  courts  provided  for  countie 
within  classifications  based  upon  population.    Urban  and  rural 
areas  obviously  cannot  be  ruled  by  the  same  number  of  officers. 
Each  county  has  the  constitutional  officers,  but  the  statutory 
officers  vary  in  number,  powers,  and  duties.     The  latter  officers 
may  be  compulsory  in  all  counties,  or  they  may  be  optional  and 
therefore  established  in  only  a  few  instances;  others  are  author- 
ized in  only  certain  classes  of  counties,  though  the  class  may 
include  only  ono  county. 

Indiana  stands  alone  among  tho  states  of  the  Union  in  having 
a  dual  system  of  county  governing  boards,  since  tho  establishment 
in  each  county  of  a  county  council  in  1809.   (28)     Each  county  is 
governed  by  a  board  of  commissioners  and  a  county  council.  The 
dutios  of  these  agencies,  with  technical  distinction,  are  enumer- 
ated in  their  proper  places  below. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  a  tendency  toward 
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centralisation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  state  authorities  has  taken 
from  county  officialc  many  of  their  powers  and  duties  end  hac 
greatly  lessened  the  scope  of  those  remaining.     In  older  fields  of 
finance,  roads,  find  education.,  tho  stoto's  supervise  on  liar.  -roatly 
increased,  and  the  creation  of  newer  state  departments  such  as  po- 
lice, food  and  fire  inspection,  and  public  welfare,  has  caused 
heavy  removal  of  local  responsibility  and  control. 

* 

Present  Administration 

The  Constitution  of  1851  reorganized  tho  governmental  struc- 
ture., enlarging  the  numb or  of  constitutional  officers  -co  be  elected 
by  the  people  of  the  county,  as  follows:  (29) 

Clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  who,  by  statutory  provision, 
keeps  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  all  county  courts  and  per- 
forins other  administrative  duties,  including;  serving  as  registra- 
tion officer  and  member  of  the  county  election  boards. 

Recorder,  who  makes  and  preserves  a  public  record  of  all  le- 
gal documents,  both  official  and  private,  as  may  be  proscribed  by 
law. 

Sheriff,  who  is  conservator  of  the  peace  and  executes  orders 
of  the  county  courts  and  boards. 

Coroner,  who  holds  inquests  in  all  cases  of  death  by  violence 
and  of  suspicious  circumstances. 

Trcasuror,  who  receives  and  disbiu^ses  all  county  moneys  in- 
cluding tho  collection  of  ta:ces,  and  serves  es  ex-off icic  member 
of  the  board  of  review. 
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Auditor,  who,  tho  financial  agent  of  the  count;/,  compiles  the 
county  budget  estimates,  prepares  the  tax  duplicator,  and  serves  as 
clerk  and  mcmbor  of  several  county  boards. 

Surveyor,  who  has  ehctrce  of  all  surveying  and  civil  engineer- 
ing work  of  tho  comity,  including  the  maintenance  of  drainage  sys- 
tems. (SO) 

Tho  constitution  also  empowered  the  legislature  to  proscribe 
such  other  officers' as  may  become  necessary,  (Si)    Under  this  au- 
thority the  legislature  has  from  time  to  time  esto.blished  the 
following  statutory  officers  and  boards: 

Board  of  commissioners ,  the  leading  govcrnir-g  body  of  tho 
county,  often  called  tho  "county  board",  or  the  "board  for  doing 
county  business".     It  consists  of-  three  mentors  elected  for  terms 
of  three  years.     The  board  furnishes  and  maintains  county  build- 
ings  and  grounds,  administers  the  financial  transactions  of  the 
county  and  audits  the  accounts  of  all  officers  v.rho  handle  moneys 
of  the  county,  and  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  county 
highways.  (S2) 

County  council,  another  governing  body,  created  in  1899  j  (So) 
to  control  the  finances  of  comity  government.     This  council  con- 
cists  of  seven  members,  elected  for  terms  of  four  years.  The 
council  has  power  to  fix  the  tarn  rate  for  comity  purposes  and  for 
all  purposes  where  the  rate  is  not  fixed  by  lav,  and  is  r squired 
to  bo  uniform  throughout  the  county;  to  adopt  the  comity  budget 
and  the  exclusive  right  to  make  appropriations  from  t3  c  comity 
treasury;  and  the  exclusive  power  to  authorize  the  borrowing  of 
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money  and  the  issuing  of  bonds.  (34) 

Superintendent  of  schoolr. ,  in  1873,   (35)  v;ho  hies  ,'*,onoral 
superintendence  of  all  schools  of  the  county  outside  of  incorpor- 
ated cities  and  towns.   (5o)     iiloctcd  by  the  township  tfiiotdoS,  (37) 
he  is  cx-offioio  membet»  and  president  of  the  count;/  hoard  of  edu- 
cation. (38) 

Board  of  education,  in  1873,   (39)  consisting  since  an  amend- 
ment of  1877,  of  the  superintendent  of  schools,  township  trustees, 
and  the  chairman  of  school  trustees  of  each  city  and  town  of  the 
county.     Tho  board  considers  the  general  grants  and  needs  of  the 
schools  and  school  property,  and  all  matters  relating  to  the  pur- 
chase of  school  furniture,  books,  maps,  and  charts.  (40) 

Health  officer,  in  1881,  originally  secretary  of  the  board 
of  health,   (41)  abolished  by  an  act  of  1909,  which  created  the 
office  of  health  commissioner,  (42)  whose  title  was  changed  in 
1935  to  health  officer.    He  is  appointed  by  the  board  of  ccrr.ic- 
sioncrs  and  must  be  legally  qualified  to  practice  medicine  and 
enforce  the  health  laws  of  the  state.  (43) 

Assessor,  in  1091,  (<14)  who  instructs  and  advises  the  tov.n- 
ship  assessors,  reviews  their  returns  and  examines  the  tax  dup- 
licates, assesses  omitted  roal  and  personal  property j  (45)  and 
appraises  estates  for  inheritance  taxes.   (46)    lie  is  elected  by 
thc  voters  of  the  county,   (47)  said  is  e::-officio  member  and  pres- 
ident of  the  board  of  review*  (48) 

Board  of  revicr,  in  1891,  v/hosc  members  are  trie  county  as- 
sessor, auditor,  and  treasurer,  (49)  and,  by  an  amendment  of 
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1919j  two  freeholders  of  opposite  political  parties^  appointed  by 
the. judge  of  the  circuit  court.  (50)    This  board  cqualizcc  tax  as- 
sessments as  between  townships  or  other  taxing  units  and  between 
individual  property  owner::,  and  may  cot  asido  the  aggregate  ascoso- 
10001$ t  if  too  high  or  too  lov.r,  oi"  the  whole  county  or  any  taxing 
unit  thereof  and  order  a  new  assessment.   (51 ) 

Board  of  finance,  in  1007,  consisting  of  the  board  of  epjmais- 
sioners,  with  the -^auditor  as  secretary.   (52)    This  board  has  the 
custody  of  county  funds  and  selects  the  depositories ,   (53)  appor- 
tioning the  deposits  ajpeng  the  panics  in  agreement  with  municipal 
corporations  in  tho  county  according  to  tho  total  resources  of  the 
depositories.  (45,) 

Agricultural  agent,  in  1S15,  who.j  under  the  supervision  of 
Purdue  University,  conducts  farmers'  institutes  and  other  move- 
ments for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  and  county  life,  and  aids 
the  superintendent  of  schools  and  the  teachers  of  the  comity  in 
agricultural  education  and  domestic  science.     lie  is  appointed  by 
tho  director  of  agricultural  extension  service  of  Purdue  univer- 
sity, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  state  board  known  as  the  coun- 
ty agricultural  agent  board.  (55) 

highway  supervisor,  in  1935 ,  who  supervises,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  tho  board  of  commissioners,  the  repair  and  maintenance  of 
all  county  highways.     The  board  of  commissioners  makes  the  appoint- 
ment and  may  appoint  the  surveyor  as  highway  supervisor.  The 
board  of  commissioners  of  Elkhart  County  lias  appointed  the  surveyor 
as  highway  supervisor,  (5G) 
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Bbai'd  of  tax  adjustment j  in  1933*  consisting  of  seven  mem- 
bers (57)  who,  by  an  amendment  of  1931 1  arc:     One  member  of  tho 
county  council ,  chosen  by  the  council;  the  playoff  of  tho  largost 
city  in  the  county  or  any  public  official  of  any  city  in  bh  i 
county,  appointed  by  tho  mayor  of  the  largest  city  of  the  county; 
one  member  of  the  county  board  of  education,  selected  by  such 
board;  and  four  freeholders  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit 
court.    The  board  examines  any  tax  levy  and  the  corresponding 
items  of  the  budget,  and  adjusts  the  tax  rate  so  that  it  shall 
not  exceed,  in  any  municipal  corporation,  the  total  tax  ra^c  pre- 
scribed by  law,  (58) 

School  fund  board,  in  1S55,  consisting  of  three  members;  the 
auditor  and  the  clerk  of  tho  circuit  court,  ex  officio,  and  one 
member  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court.     The  board 
makes  all  loans  from  the  common  school  and  the  congressional 
township  school  funds  to  owners  of  real  estate,  duly  secured  by 
mortgage,  (59) 

Department  of  public  welfare,  in  1056,  (GO)  comprising  the 
board  of  public  welfare,  consisting  of  five  members  appointed  by 
the  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  (61)  and  the  director  of  public 
welfare,  appointed  by  the  board,  (62)    The  department  administers 
the  measures  of  public  welfare  as  prescribed  by  lav/  and  tho  rules 
of  the  state  department.  (65) 

Registration  officer,  in  1S55,  who  is  the  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  ex-officio.    He  conducts  the  registration  cf  voters  [64] 
and  furnishes  a  list  of  the  registered  voters  to  the  inspector  of 
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each  precinct.  (65) 

Board  of  election  commissioners ,  in  1C99,  oonsiatjLng  of  the 
clork  of  the  circuit  court  and  tv/o  persons  appointed  by  him,  or 
opposite  political  pnrtioc.     Ihi3  board  prepares,  printo.,  rnd  dis- 
tributes ballots  for  general  elections  (6G)  and  appoints  tho  pre- 
cinct officials.  (G7) 

Board  of  canvassors,  in  1905,  which  is  the  board  of  election 
commissioners .   (SC),..  Tho  board  canvasses,  tabulates,  and  coir.piles 
the  election  returns  of  the  county  (69)  and  certifies  the  candi- 
dates elected.  (70) 

Board  of  primary  election  commissioners ,  in  1915,  consisting 
of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  tv/o  persons  appointed  by 
him,  of  opposite  political  parties,     The  board  prepares,  prints, 
and  distributes  ballots  for  primary  elections.  (71) 

Judicial 

The  judicial  system  of  Elkhart  County,  as  of  other  Indiana 
counties,  is  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  subsequent  acts  o 
tho  Indiana  General  Assembly.  The  constitution  authorized  and  di 
rcctcd  that  tho  state  be  divided  into  judicial  circuits.  (72) 
olkhart  County  constitutes  the  thirty-fourth  circuit,  established 
in  1927.  (75)  Previously,  it  was  a  part  of  a  judicial  circuit  to 
v/hich  other  counties  were  attached.  The  constitution  further  pro 
vides  for  tho  olection  of  a  judge  (74)  and  a  prosecuting  attorney 
for  the  circuit,  (75)  and  a  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  (76)  The 
circuit  court  has  original  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  cases, 
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criminal,  civil,  probate,  end  juvenile,  o;:copt  where  exclusive  or 
concurrent  jurisdiction  is  conferred  by  law  upon  justices  of  tho 
peace,  and  such  appollate  jurisdiction  as  is  conferred  by  If.t;. 
It  alno  lias  jurxi-d  j  ol:,  t  on  of  fell  of.  ho C  causes,  nrttors,  ond  proceed- 
ings where  oxclucivo  jurisdiction  thereof  is  not  conferred  by  lav; 
upon  some  other  court  or  office.  (77) 

Records  System 

*■  ■ 

The  records  of  Elkhart  County  bef.an  with  its  creation  in 
1C30.     The  establishment  of  each  of  the  county  offices  and  bureaus 
inaugurated  their  records  "which  were  kept  in  such  fashion  as  the 
incumbents  saw  fit,  following  in  the  main  the  directions  of  the 
general  assembly  under  the  provisions  for  each  respective  office. 
In  1S09,  the  legislature  established  the  state  board  of  accounts, 
which  f cumulates ,  prescribes,  and  installs  systems  of  accounting 
and  reporting  which  are  uniform  for  every  public  office  of  the 
same  class.  (7C)    Under  this  lav/  some  of  the  records  were  combined 
to  eliminate  separation,  duplication,  and  overlapping.     The'  '^card 
also  permits  the  use  of  bound  loose-leaf  records  in  almost  ail 
cases  where  tho  records  are  typed.    The  quality  of  tho  paper  and 
ink  and  the  binding  and  rcbindinf  practices  arc  left  to  the  jud--- 
ment  of  tho  board  of  county  commissioners ,  except  that  a  ^ood 
quality  is  required. 

Y/hcncver  it  may  be  nccossarv  for  the  ^reservation  of  the  re- 
cords  of  airy  office,  it  is  the  duty  of.  the  board  of  cc:  iissicnefs 
to  issue  an  order  directing-  tho  officer  in  charge  to  cop;-  and 


Governmental  Organization  and  Records  System  /,,J 

transcribe  the  records.  (Y'j) 

In  1925  a  lav;  was  passed  permitting  county  officials,  at  their 
discretion,  to  turn  over  to  the  archives  division  of  the  state  li- 
brary for  permanent  pre  nervation,  any  Official  books,  record.-,,  doc- 
uments, original  papers,  newspaper  files,  or  printed  books  and  ma- 
terial! not  in  current  use  in  their  offices.  (GO)    This  law  is  op- 
tional and  has  been  ineffectual.     County  officials  are  loath  to 
part  with  records^-  even  when  no  longer  in  use  o.nd  in  spite  of  lac]: 
of  storage  space,  anticipating  a  possible  call  for  thorn.  Conse- 
quent^, they  have  only  occasionally  availed  themsolves  of  this  pro- 
vision for  permanent  preservation  of  their  old  records. 

The  recorder  and  other  county  officers,  by  an  act  of  1027, 
arc  authorized  to  record  deeds,  mortgages,  and  other  instruments 
by  any  approved  photographic  process  adopted  by  the  board  of  com- 
missioners. (8l) 

In  1937,  the  general  assembly  authorized  the  director  of  the 
state  library,  at  his  discretion,  to  make  a  copy,  by  photography 
or  in  any  other  way,  of  any  official  book,  record,  document, 
original  paper,  newspaper,  or  printed  book  or  material  in  any 
county,  city,  or  other  public  office,  for  preservation  in  the 
state  archives.    All  public  officials  must  permit  copies  to  be 
mode  of  the  books,  records,  documents,  and  papers  in  their  re- 
spect ivo  offices.  (82) 

(1)  Acts  1829-30,  pp.  29-31.  (5)  Ibid.,  ch,  5. 

(2)  Laws,  northwest" Territory,  (4)  Ibid.,  Acta  1*795,  p.  201. 
Acts  1788,  ch.  2,  pp.  4,  7.  (5)  Ibid.,  ilcts  1-788,  ch..  2, 

p.  8. 
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(c) 

.Ibid.,  Acts  1788,  ch.  9, 

( 55 ) 

Acts  1675,  oh.  25,  soc.  2. 

p.  24. 

\  0  o ) 

Acts  1C59;  Burns  28-704. 

(v) 

Ibid.,  Acts  1795,  p.  197. 

(37) 

Acts  1899,  1911,  1523; 

(o) 

Ibid.,  Acts  1792,  ch.  2, 

Burns  28-702. 

GCC  6. 

(38) 

Acts  1675,  1877;  Burns 

(9) 

Ibid.,  Acts  1788,  ch.  2, 

28-601. 

pp.  6-7;  Acts  1795,  pp. 

(39) 

Acts  1873,  ch.  25,  sec.  8. 

156-57,  sec.  9. 

(40) 

Acts  1873,  1677;  Burns 

10) 

Lav/s,  Indiana  Territory, 

28-801. 

Acts  1802,  p.  25,  sec.  1. 

(41) 

Rev.  Stat.  1881,  sec.  4593 

11) 

Ibid. ,  Acts  1805,  ch.  52, 

(42) 

Acts  1891,  1909;  Burns 

sec.  1. 

35-108. 

12) 

Ibid.,  Acts  1810,  ch.  10, 

(43) 

Acts  1935;  Burns,  1957 

3  C  C  •    O  • 

suppl.,  35-118. 

13) 

Ibid.,  Acts  1815,  ch.  10, 

(44) 

Acts  1691,  ch.  99,  sec. 

sec.  2. 

112. 

14) 

Const.  1815,  art.  5, 

(45) 

Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1102. 

see.  8. 

(46) 

Acts  1951,  1953;  Burns 

15) 

Ibid.,  art.  11,  sec.  10. 

6-2408. 

16) 

Ibid.,  art.  4,  sec.  25. 

(47) 

Acts  1915,  1921;  Burns 

17) 

Ibid.,  art.  12,  sec.  3. 

64-1101. 

18) 

Acts  1816-17,  ch.  15, 

(48) 

Acts  1919,  1920  (Spc. 

sec.  1 . 

Sess.);  Burns  64-1201. 

19) 

Ibid.,  ch.  17,  sees.  1-2. 

(49) 

Acts  1891,  ch.  99, 

20) 

Acts  1817-15,  ch.  30,  sec.  I. 

sec.  114. 

21) 

Rev.  Laws  1824,  ch.  15, 

(50) 

Acts  1919,  1920  (Spc. 

socs.  1,  11,  16-17. 

Sess.');  Burns  64-1201. 

22) 

Rev.  Laws  1851,  ch.  20, 

(51) 

Acts  1919;  Burns  54-1205. 

sec.  1,  12,  14. 

(52) 

Acts  1907;  Burns  61-606; 

23) 

Ibid.,  ch.  102,  sec.  i. 

Acts  1537;  Burns,  1937 

24) 

Acts  1841,  ch.  2,  sec.  1. 

suppl.,  61-529. 

25) 

Acts  1850,  ch.  21,  sec.  9. 

(53 ) 

Acts  1957;  Bums,  1957 

26) 

Kettlcborouch,  Charles . 

suppl.,  61-636. 

Constitution  MaMng  in 

(54) 

Ibid".,  61-635. 

Indiana.    Vol.'  1,  p.  222. 

(55) 

Acts  1915,  1923,  1927, 

27) 

Const.,  art.  4,  sec.  22. 

1937;  Burns,  1937  suppl., 

28) 

Acts  1899;  Burns  26-501. 

28-4911. 

29) 

Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2. 

(56) 

Acts  1935;  Burns  36-1105, 

30) 

For  citations,  see  the 

56-1110. 

legal  status  essays  of 

(57) 

Acts  1533;  Burns  64-304. 

these  offices  in  Section  B. 

(58) 

Acts  1957;  Burns,  1937 

31) 

Const.,  art.  6,  soc.  5. 

suppl.,  64-310. 

32) 

1  Rev.  Gtat.  1852,  Acts 

(59) 

Acts  1865,  1955;  Burns, 

1929;  Burns  26-601;  1  Rov. 

1937  suppl.,  28-209. 

Stat.  1852,  Acts  1955;  Burns, 

(60) 

Acts  1956  (Spc.  Sess.); 

1957  suppl.,   26-620;  Acts 

Burns,  1937  suppl., 

1919;  Burns  56-501. 

52-1117. 

53) 

Acts  1899;  Burns  26-501. 

(61) 

Ibid.,  52-1116. 

,34) 

Acts  1899;  Burns  26-515, 

(62) 

Ibid.,  52-1115. 

26-520;  Acts  1859,  1921, 

(63) 

Ibid.,  52-1120. 

1929;  Burns  26-552. 

(54) 

Acts  1555,  1955;  B urn s , 

1957  suppl.,  29~3  5. 
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(65)  Ac  to  1353,  1938;  Burns, 

1357  suppl.,  §9-317. 
(6G)  Acts  1889;  Burns  29-1002. 

(67)  Act s  1929,  1933;  Hume 
29-804;  Acts  1929;  Burns 
29-803,  29-800,  29-807. 

(68)  Acts  1905,  1927;  Burns 
29-1401. 

(69)  Acts  1905;  Bums  29-1404. 

(70)  Ibid.,  29-1405. 

(71)  Acts  1915,  1917;  Burns 
29-504. 

(72)  Const.,  art.  7,  soc.  9. 
(75)  Acts  1927,  1929;  Burns 

4-532. 

(74)  Const.,  art.  7,'  sec.  9; 
Acts  1881;  Burns  4-801. 


(75)  Ibid.,  soc.  II;  2  Rev. 
Stat.  1852;  Burns  49-2501. 

(76 )  Ibid.,  art.  6,  soc.  2; 

2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
45-2701. 

(77)  Acts  1881  (Spc.  Scss.); 
•Burns  4-305. 

(78)  Acts  1909;  Burns  SO-202, 
60-224. 

(79)  Acts  1877;  Bums,  2 6 -634. 

(80)  Acts  152o,  1337;  j^urns , 
1937  suppl.,  63-850. 

(81)  Acts  1927;  Burns  43-3207. 

(82)  Acts  1325,  1937;  Burns, 
1957  suppl.,  63-830. 
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3.    HOUSING,  CARE,  AND  ACCESSIBILITY  OP  THE  KECOKDS 

Elkhart  County  courthouse,  built  in  1063  of  brick  and  lime- 
stone and  remodolod  in  1905-1908,  stands  on  a  wooded  square  at 
]  ain  and  Lincoln  Streets  in  Goshen,     It  is  140'  in  length,  C4*  in 
width,  and  65'  in  height;  a  tower  containing  a  clock  with  four 
faces  rises  above  its  center.    As  practically  no  wood  entered  into 
its  construction,  it  is  thought  to  be  90$?  fireproof.    The  following 
county  offices  and  other  rooms  housing  records  f,ro  contained  in 
the  courthouse;     In  the  basement,  the  offices  of  the  superintendent 
of  schools,  the  department  of  public  welfare,  the  surveyor,  and  the 
agricultural  a^cnt,  and  two  vaults  of  the  auditor;  on  the  first 
floor,  the  office  of  the  sheriff  and  the  assessor,  and  the  ofiices 
and  vaults  of  the  recorder,  the  auditor,  and  the  treasurer;  and  in 
the  attic,  three  storage  rooms  for  records. 

Board  of  Commissioners 

Records  of  the  commissioners  are  housed  in  the  auditor's  annex 
and  northwest  and  southwest  vaults  (q.v.,  infra). 

County  Council 

The  records  of  the  council  are  housed  in  the  auditor's  south- 
west vault  (q.v.,  infra). 

Recorder 

The  recorder  occupies  a  main  office,  a  private  office,  and  a 
vault,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  first  floor  of  the  courthouse, 
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all  of  v/hich  arc  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated •    The  main  and 
private  offices  have  wojdon  floors  arid  concroto  walla  and  ceil- 
ings* the  vault  has  a  tile  floor  and  concrete  walls  and  coiling. 
In  tho  rain  offico  arc  30'  of  bound  volu  los  and  15'  of  miscellaneous 
material,  leaving  sufficient  space  for  expansion  on  its  stool 
roller  shelving.     In  tho  private  ofi'ico  arc  housed  IOC  of  bound 
volumes  and  1'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  8"  deep,  also 
leaving  space  for  expansion  on  the  stool  roller  shelving,  on  which 
are  587'  of  bound  volur.es  and  37'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes 
22"  deep.     Five  per  cent  of  the  recorder's  records  are  housed  in 
his  main  office,  ttO'-o  in  his  private  office,  and  7'6,'->  in  his  vault, 
all  these  providing  satisfactory  accomodations  for  users  of  the 
records. 

Sheriff 

The  sheriff's  office,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  first 
floor,  measures  24'  by  13'  by  10',  and  is  well  lighted  and  well 
ventilated.     It  has  a  wooden  floorj  concrete  walls,  and  a  concrete 
ceiling,  and  furnishes  users"  of  the  records  with  excellent  accomr.o- 
dations.    housed  here  are  15'  of  bound  volumes  and  16'  of  unbound 
records  in  file  boxes  12"  deep,  spaqQ  for  approximately  ]0  years 
of  expansion  being  left  on  the  shelving.     Forty  per  cent  of  the 
sheriff's  records  are  housed  in  his  office  and  CO  \  in  his  attic 
storage  room. 
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Coroner 

The  coroner's  office  is  located  in  the  professional  offico 
of  the  incumbent,  Room  131,  I  .oncers  building,  Goshen,  and  his 
records  are  housed  in  his  reception  roon.     Conuitions  in  tnis  roo;.; 
are  good,  and  the  coroner's  records — 3"  of  bound  volumes —  aro  well 
housed,    food  accommodations  are  provided  for  persons  consulting 
the  records. 

*-  ■ 

Prosecuting  Attorney 

The  prosecuting  attorney's  office  is  located  in  Room  4  of  the 
Kistner  Building,  513  South  Rain  Street,  Elkhart •    The  rooa  is 
24'  by  12'  by  12';  it  has  a  wooden  floor,  plastered  '.rails  and  plaster- 
ed ceiling,  and  is  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated.     Sixty  feet, of 
bound  volumes  are  housed  on  120'  of  shelving,  and  6'  of  unbound 
records  are  housed  in  2  steel  filing  cabinets  24"  deep.    All  the 
records  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  are  housed  in  this  office, 
which  provides  adequate  accommodations  for  users  of  the  records. 

Assessor 

The  assessor  occupies  an  office,  18*  by  13'  by  IS',  on  the 
north  sido  of  the  first  floor.    Raving  a  wooden  floor  and  concrete 
walls  and  coiling,  it  is  in  good  condition  and  is  well  lighted 
and  well  ventilated.     On  240'  of  shelving  are  240'  of  bound 

volumes t  and  in  &  filing  cabinet  3!  of  unbound  records;  space 
is  left  in  the  filing  cabinet,  and  space  for  additional  shelving 
can  be  obtained  here.    Satisfactory  ac.orcr.odations  are  ■nrovided 
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persons  consulting  the  records.    Of  tho  assossor's  records — 2b/,  in 
the  auditor's  annex,  and  59$  in  the  auditor's  northwest  basement 
vault, 

Board  of  Review 

The  records  of  tho  board  o£,  roviov/  arc  housed  in  tho  auditor' 
northwest  vault  (q.v.,  infra). 

Board  of  Tax  Adjustment 

All  records  of  the  board  of  tax  adjustment  are  housed  in  the 
auditor's  southv/est  basement  vault  (q.v.,  infra)* 

Board  of  Finance 

The  board  of  finance  records  are  housed  in  the  auditor's 
nortlwest  vault  (q.v.,  infra). 

Treasurer 

The  treasurer's  main  office,  private  office,  and  vault  are 
located  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  first  floor.     The  main  and 
private  offices  have  wooden  floors  and  concrete  walls  and  concrete 
ceilings,  while  the  vault  has  a  -concrete  floor,  walls,  and  ceiling* 
All  are  well  lighted  and  v/ell  ventilated,  except  the  vault  whose 
ventilation  is  only  fair,  and  all  are  equipped  with  satisfactory 
accommodations  for  users  of  the  records,    measuring  75"  by  25*  by 
the  main  office  houses  70'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  22" 
deep,  allowing  sufficient  space  for  expansion  on  the  present  shelv 
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The  private  office,  which  is  181  by  C"  by  14' ^  housqs  12 1  of 
bound  yoluiiies  and  4*  of  unbound  records  in  filo  boxes  22"  deep, 
the  same  conditions  prevailing  here  as  in  the  main  office  The 
vault,  measuring  30'  by  10'  by  12',  is  equipped  with  'ISC'  of 
shelving: j  oOC  of  which  are  occunied  by  bound  volur.es  and  20'  by 
unbound  records  in  file  boxes  15"  deep.    Ten  per  cent  of  the 
treasurer's  records  arc  housed  in  his  rriain  office,  2yJ  in  his  private 
office,  60,o  in  his,  vault,  18/2  in  his  storage  room,  and  10,'j  in 
the  auditor's  northwest  basement  vault.    One  per  cent  of  the 
auditor's  records   is    also  housed  in  the  treasurer's  vault. 

Auditor 

The  auditor  has  a  main  office,  a  private  office,  an  annex,  and 
two  vaults — the  northwest  and  the  southwest — on  the  first  floor,  and 
the  northwest  and  southwest  vaults  in  the  basement.    Y.o  records  are 
housed  in  the  main  and  private  offices. 

The  annex,  on  the  northeast  corner,  measures  40'  by  18'  by  1G' 
and  has  a  wooden  floor  and  plastered  walls  and  ceiling.     It  is  well 
ventilated  and  well  lighted,  and  is  equipped  with,  00'  of  shelving, 
on  which  are  GO'  of  bound  volumes,  ana  steel  filing  cabinets  24" 
deep,  in  which  are  30'  of  unbound  record;;,  space  for  expansion  boii\g 
available  both  on  the  shelving  and  in  tho  cabinets.     Five  per  cent, 
of  the  auditor's  records,  25,-<i  of  the  assessor's  records,  and  1/,  of 
the  cojrrissioncrs '  records  are  housed  here.    The  northwest  and  south 
wont  vaults  havo  tilo  floors  and  concrete  walls  and  ceilings*  ..ell 
ventilated  and  well  lighted,  those  vaults  measure  20'  by  10'  by  16' 
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and  12'  by  12'  by  16*  respectively.     In  tho  northwest  vault,  500' 
of  steel  roller  shelving  house  225'  of  bound  volunos  and  15C  of 
unbound  records  in  file  boxes  14"  deep.    These  comprise  15,o  of  tho 
records  of  the  auditor,  all  tho  records  of  the  board  of  review  and 
the  board  of  finance,  and  44$  of  the  records  of  the  commissioners. 
The  southwest  vault  houses,  on  452'  of  steel  roller  shelving,  50' 
of  bound  volumes  and  250'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  14" 
deep — 5%  of  the  auditor's  records,  all  records  or  tho  council,  and 
G5}o  of  the  com.  issioners '  records.     Tho  annex  and  the  two  vaults 
provide  adequate  accommodations  for  u;-;crs  of  the  records. 

The  two  basement  vaults  adjoin  the  county  council  chamber  on 
the  east  side  of  the  basement.     3oth  are  poorly  lighted  and  poorly 
ventilated,  and  neither  provides  users  of  the  records  with  accommo- 
dations.    The  northwest  vault,  15'  by  9'  by  12',  has  a  concrete 
floor,  plastered  walls,  and  a  steel  ceiling;  the  southwest  vault, 
12'  by  8'  by  12',  has  a  concrete  floor,  concrete  walls,  and  a 
steel  ceiling.     Shelving — 575'  along  the  walls  and  in  the  center — 
in  the  northwest  vault  is  completely  occupied  by  bound  volur.es, 
which  comprise  5%  of  the  auditor's  records,  50$  of  the  assessor's 
records,  and  10/o  of  the  treasurer's  records,  no  space  for  additional 
shelving  being  available.    The  southwest  vault,  housing  20' -of  bound 
volumes  and  590'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  11"  deep,  is  like- 
vri.se  crowded.     Five  per  cent  of  the  auditor's  records  and  all  the 
records  of  the  board  of  tax  adjustment  arc  housed  liorc.     Four  per 
cent  of  the  auditor's  records  are  housed  in  the  assessor's  office, 
l,o  in  the  treasurer's  vault,  and  60;^  in  the  auditor's  storage  room. 


uousin£,  Cure,  and  .i.ccossibility  of  the  ..ocorJs 

Hoard  of  Education 


Records  of  tho  board  of  education  aro  kept  in  the  office  of 
the  suncrintonacnt  of  schools  (q.v.,  infra). 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  basement  are  an  office  and  an 
annex  occupied  by  tho  superintendent  of  schools.     The  office  is 
18'  by  12'  by  10'  and  has  a  concrete  floor,  ceiling,  and  walls; 
the  annex  is  23'  by  20'  by  10'  and  has  a  concrete  floor  and  plaster- 
ed coiling  and  walls.    Both  arc  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated, 
and  both  furnish  users  of  the  records  with  excellent  accomodations. 
The  office  is  equipped  with  144*  of  wood  shelving,  housing  41'  of 
bound  volumes  and  57'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  25"  deep. 
In  the  annex  are  25'  of  bound  volumes  on  45 1   of  shelving.  The 
office  houses  Q5%  of  the  records  of  the  superintendent  of  schools 
and  all  the  records  of  the  board  of  education.    The  annex  houses 
the  other  lS/o  of  the  records  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

Health  Officer 

The  health  officer's  office  is  located  at  present  at  208  agist 
Lincoln  Avenue,  Goshen,  ana  all  his  records  arc  housed  in  a  room, 
20'  by  20'  by  15',  adjoining  the  waiting  room.     This  room  has  a 
wooden  floor,  plastered  walls,  and  a  plastered  ceiling.     It  is  Well 
lighted  and  well  ventilated  and  is  equipped  with  24'  of  shelving, 
on  which  are  20'  of  bound  volurr.es*    Adequate  accommodations  are  pro- 
vided here  for  users  of  the  records. 
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Dopnrtiicnt  of  Public  '..olfarc 

Records  of  tho  dopartncnt  of  public  v/olfaro  arc  housed  in 
the  office  of  that  department ,  en  the  west  sido  of  tne  oascraent, 
and  in  the  office  of  the  county  nursu,  on  the  east  sidu  of  the 
basement,  the  former  of  which  is  33'  by  30'  by  10',  and  the  latter 
24'  by  24'  by  14*.    "..ell  lighted  and  well  ventilated,  both  offices 
provide  excellent  accoynmodations  for  persons  consulting  the  records* 
The  welfare  office,  which  has  a  concrete  floor,  coiling,  and  walls, 
houses  3'  of  bound  volumes  andl4'  of  shelving  and  30'  of  unbound 
records  in  filing  cabinets  32"  deep,  allowing  ample  space  for  ex- 
pansion.   The  nurse's  office,  which  has  a  concrete  floor  and  plaster- 
ed walls  and  ceiling,  houses  an  undetermined  quantity  of  unbound 
records  in  a  filing  cabinet  18"  deep.     1'inety  per  ;;ent  of  the  records 
of  the  department  of  public  welfare  are  housed  in  its  office  and 
10, $  in  the  county  nurse's  office. 

Surveyor 

The  surveyor's  office,  in  the  southwost  corner  of  the  basement, 
is  30'  by  28'  by  18',  and  has  a  wooden  floor  and  concrete  '..'alls  and 
ceiling.     It  contains  120'  of  shelving,  on  which  all  the  surveyor's 
records--2d'  of  bound  volumes  and  3b'  of  unbound  records  in  file 
boxes  24"  deep— are  housed.    This  office,  which  is  well  lighted  and 
well  ventilated,  provides  adequate  accommodations  for  users  of  . 
the  records. 
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Highway  Supervisor 

The  office  of  the  highway  supervisor  is  located  on  ;'.ast  Jaclcson 
Stroct,  Goshon.    The  ofi'icc  measures  20'  by  lb'  by  12',  has  a  wooden 
floor,  plastered  walls,  and  plastered  ceiling,  and  is  veil  lighted 
and  well  ventilated.     It  housos  1'  of  bound  volumes  and  3'  of  un- 
bound records  in  file  boxes  24"  deep,  leaving  2*  of  sholving  unoccu- 
piod.    All  the  records  of  the  highway  supervisor  are  housed  in  this 
office,  which  providos  satisfactory  accom  odations  for  users  of 
the  records. 

Agricultural  Agent 

The  office  of  the  agricultural  agent,  located  in  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  courthouse  basement,  is  well  lighted  and  well  venti- 
lated, measuring  20'  by  20'  by  12'.     It  has  a  wooden  floor  and  plaster 
ed  walls  and  ceiling,  and  houses  15'  of  unbound  records  in  filing 
cabinets  14"  and  IB"  deep.    All  the  records  of  the  agricultural 
agent  are  housed  here.    I.o  additional  equipment,  cither  for  users 
of  the  records,  or  for  the  records  the:. selves,  is  needed  here. 

Storage  Rooms 

Throo  rooms  in  the  attic — the  sheriff's,  auditor's,  and 
treasurer's  storage  rooms — are  used  for  the  storage  of  records. 
These  rooms  have  wooden  floors  and  concrete  walls,  the  slate  roof 
of  the  courthouse  scrviiig  as  a  ceiling.    All  but  the  auditor's 
storage  room  havo  artificial  lighting  in  addition  to  natural 
lighting  through  skylights,  cut  only  the  auditor's  storage  room 
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is  well  ventilated,  and  only  in  this  room  is  a  minimum  of  dust 
prosont.     Tho  sheriff's  storage  room,  'which  measures  20'  by  10' 
by  12',  houses  1G'  of  bound  yalumes,  v.hich  occupy  lose  thaa  one- 
sixth  of  tho  shelving.     Those  comprise  G0/u  of  the  sheriff's  record 
The  auditor's  storage  room,  measuring  50'  by  20'  by  12',  housos 
1G00'  of  bound  volur.ee — GO,'  of  the  auditor's  records — 112'  of 
shelving  boing  unoccupied*    Tho  treasurer's  storage  room,  which 
housos  1C;,j  of  his  records,  is  equal  in  size  to  the  auditor's  stora 
roora.     It  contains  200'  of  bound  volumes,  SCO'  of  shelving  being 
unoccupied.    None  of  these  rooms  furnishes  users  of  the  records 
with  accomodations. 

Review 

Aside  from  the  construction  of  additional  shelving  in  the 
assessor's  office,  conditions  in  only  five  other  rooms  are  in 
need  of  correction.    These  are  the  two  basement  vaults  of  the 
auditor  and  the  three  attic  storage  room. 

In  the  auditor's  basement  vaults,  lighting  should  be  improved 
and  accommodations  for  users  of  trie  records  installed,  if  possible 
There  is  not  much  space  for  the  lat  cr  in  these  vaults,  hut  it  is 

thought  that  §omo  shipment  can  be  install  eel  •   Ihe  shelving  in 

these  vaults  is  crov.'dedj  this  can  be  relieved  by  transferring  some 
of  the  records  to  the  first  floor  vaults  or  to  the  attic  storajc 
room,  in  cither  of  which  ample  space  is  obtainable. 
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The  storage  rooms  are  in  need  of  improvement.  LiglVting, 
oxcept  in  the  treasurer' s  storage  room,  und  ventilation,  except 
in  the  auditor's  storage  room,  arc  not  highly  satisfactory  and 
Should  bo  corrected.    Aoooira :od".t, j.onc  for  users  also  should  be 
provided.    It  would  bo  advisable,  perhaps,  considering  the  -.vide 
temperature  variation  in  these  rooms,  to  provide  some  means  for 
temperature  control,  but  the  practicibility  of  this  move  cannot 
be  determined  by  the  .historical  Records  Survey* 
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The  Stylo  Manual  of  the  United  States  Government  Printing 
Office  is  the  authority  followed  herein. 


Acts 


agr .  a^t . 

alph. 

approx. 

<arr. 

art. 

assr. 

aud. 

aver. 

bdl. 

Bldg. 

bsmt; 

Burns . 


(Session)  Lav/s  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  (commonly  referred  to  by 
binder's  title,  "Acts").     By  au- 
thority ...  (of  the)  Secretary 
of  State  (of  Indiana) 

agricultural  agents  agri cultural 
agent '  s 

alphabet ieal s  alphabet i cal ly 

approximately 

arranged 

article 

assessor,  asscssoi*'s 

auditor,  auditor's 

average 

bundle 

Building 

basement 

Burns,  Harrison,  editor.  Annotated 
Indiana  Statutes  containing  all 
acts  of  a  general  and  public  na- 
ture in  force  September  1,  1935a 
12  vole.    The  3obbs-I.:crrill  Com- 
pany, Indianapolis,  Ind.     (el 933 
and  1934)  with  Supplement  1036  i 
in  pochct  in  each  cover.  (Year 
is  given  in  reference  only  in  ci- 
tations to  supplement .  Ifwmbere 
refer  to  sections  whach  run  in 
one  continuous,  consecutive  sc- 
ries as  explained  in  Burns  l:iii- 
ivO 


(42) 
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lotus 


c. 

C.C. 
ch. 

cliron. 

elk. 

comr. 

Const. 

cor. 
hdw. 

hi.  sup. 

hlth.  offr. 
ibid. 

Ind. 


yriy;ht  (before  dato) 


Laws  Ind.  Terr. 


Laws  II.  W.  Terr 


cop, 


County  Courthouse 


chapter 

chronologically ,  chronological 
clerk,  clerk's 

cor.  r.  is  si  oner ,  corrmissioncrs ,  commis- 
s ioner 1 s ,  commi s s i oners ' 

Constitution  of  Indiana  (refers  to 
present  constitution  unless  date 
follows) 

coroner,  coroner's 

handwritten 

highway  supervisor,  highway  supervi- 
sor 1  s 

hoalth  officer,  health  officer's 

ibider/i  (some  reference  as  that  im- 
mediately foreroinjj) 

Indiana;  Indiona  Exports,  (when  pre- 
ceded by  the  volume  number,  ref- 
erence is  to  the  official  state 
court  reports). 

Laws  of  Indiana  Territory,  The 
1801-1G09.     Edited  by  Francis  S. 
Philbrick.     Collections  of  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Librarv: 
Vol.  21.    Reprinted  with  supple- 
mentary Indiana  r.atcrial .  Indi- 
anapolis j  Ind.    Historical  Bureau, 
1051. 

Laws  of  the  l.*ortnv;ost  Territory,  T].,  : 
1788-1C00.     Edited  by  Theodore 
Calvin  Foaso.     Illinois  State  his- 
torical Library  Law  Series:    Vol.  1. 
Springfield,  111.    Reprinted  by  the 
Illinois  State  Bar  Association. 
(clS2o) 
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mi . 


mile 


n. 
nc. 

no.,  nos. 

nw. 

off. 

V"  TV- 
pr.  frm. 
pt. 
pvt. 

proc.  atty. 

q.v. 

rec. 
recr. 

Rev.  Laws  1C31 


Rev.  Stat.  1643 


1  Rev.  Stat.  1852) 

2  Rev.  Stat.  1852) 


Rev.  Stat.  1881 


north 

northeast 

munb  or,  n  wr.b  ore 

northwest 

office 

page j  pages 

printed  form 

part 

private 

procecuting  attorney,  prosecuting  at 
torncy ' g 

which  Gee 

record 

recorder,  recorder 's 

Revised  Lav.rs  of  Indiana,  ...  enacted 
bv  the  general  assembly  at  their 
fifteenth  session  ...  Published  by 
authority  of  the  general  assembly. 
Indianapolis,  1031. 

Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana pacscd  at  the  twenty- seventh 
session  of  the  general  assembly  .. 
Printed  and  published  according  to 
law.    Indianapolis,  1845. 

ReviGed  Statutes  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, passed  at  the  thirty-sixth 
GCGeion  of  the  general  assembly  .. 
2  vols.     Printed  and  published  ac- 
cording to  law.    Indianapolis,  185 

Revised  Statutes  of  Indiana  ...  Col- 
lated and  annotated  by  Jc".cg  F. 
Frazer ,  Jolm  5.  Stotsenburg  and 
David  Turpic,  Commissioners.  By 


J 
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authority  of  the  gen oral  assemb] 
Chicago,  111.     B.  B.  Myers  and 
Company,  1881. 

rm.  room 

s.  couth 

soc.  section 

so.  southeast 

shf.  sheriff,  sheriff's 

spc.  sess.  ,..  special  session 

stat*  statutes 

stg.  storage 

suppl.  supplement 

sur.  surveyor,  surveyor's 

supt.j  supt.  sch.  superintendent,  superintendent 1  c , 

superintendent  of  schools 

sw»  southwest 

tr.  treasurer,  treasurer's 

tivp.  towiship 

Ui  S.  United  States 

vol.,  vols.  volume,  volumes 

vt.  vault 

wfr.  welfare 

current 

1  foot,  feet 

"  inch,  inches 

Other  o.bbrcviations  in  common  use  are  occasionally  used. 
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Explanatory  liotcc 

The  inventory  of  tho  records  of  each  bureau  is  prccedod  by  an 
explanatory  section,  giving  its  legal  status  and  functions . 

In  each  legal  status  the  inception  date  of  each  office  is 
given  as  a  comparative  basis  for  the  dates  of  the  records.    If  the 
office  v/ero  established  before  tho  origin  of  the  county,  the  date 
of  organization  is  the  inception  date.    Vihenever  the  inception 
dato  of  records  is  later  than  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the 
county,  it  is  by  reason  of  statutory  inauguration. 

Entries  arc  grouped  under  an  outline  classification,  using 
headings  and  subheads  according  to  relative  functions.     Tho  first 
breakdown  is  centered  in  capitals  and  lower-case;  the  sccord  break 
down  is  relative  to  the  first  and  is  in  capitals  and  loY/cr-case, 
underscored  at  the  margin. 

Each  entry  has  two  parts  or  paragraphs:     Title  and  descrip- 
tion.   Occasionally  an  entry  will  have  a  third  cross-reference 
paragraph. 

I.     The  title  consists  of: 

1.  Entry  number.    The  entries  are  numbered  consecutive- 
ly within  tho  county. 

2.  Titles  in  capitals,  enclosed  in  parentheses,  arc 
supplied  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey,  because  either  the  vol- 
ume or  file  has  no  title  or  an  incorrect  one.    Words  in  capitals 
and  loYfor  case,  enclosed  in  parentheses,  are  also  supplied  or  arc 
supplementary  to  tho  title,  where  it  is  necessary  to  explain  the 
types  of  records  more  fully. 
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3.  Per:  od  covered  by  the  record,  showing  beginning  end 
ending  dates  by  years  only.     In  a  divided  year,  tho  months  and 
days  are  given.     A  dnr>h  in  place  of  an  ending  date  denotes  a  con- 
tinuous opon  record. 

4.  Quantity 

5.  Markingis,  if  a  series  or  a  part  of  a  series,  "..here 
the  entry  consists  of  one  unit,  marked  1,  the  marking  is  omitted; 
if  otherwise  marked,  ar.cept  by  dates,  marking  is  given. 

6.  Variation  in  numbering. 

7.  Hissing  volumes. 

0.  Subtitles  or  variations  in  title. 
II.     The  description  consists  of: 

1.  A  complete  description  of  the  record,  its  contents, 
and  its  purpose,  with  a  resume  of  the  column  headings  or  subjects 
treated. 

-  2.    Method  of  arrangement  or  indexing. 

3.  Nature  of  recording.    Modern  records  arc  almost  ex- 
clusively in  printed  form,  filled  in  by  hand  or  typewriter  cs 
stated  in  entry. 

4.  Condition.    Unless  good  or  excellent,  in  which  case, 
it  is  omitted. 

5.  Number  of  pages  averaged  for  a  series. 

6.  Size,  averaged  for  a  series,  is  given  in  inches  un- 
less otherwise  specified j  hence  the  inch  sign  is  omitted. 

7.  Location.    The  place  of  custody  (the  roor.  in  which 
the  records  are  located)  is  given  in  the  entry,  except,  as  seated 
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ir  the  lcr:al  status,  in  cases  where  all,  or  the  majority,  of:  tho 
records  are  in  one  room. 

131.     Cross-references  made  to  other  entries. 

1.  For  records  which  have  relative  functions. 

2.  For  records  having  earlier  or  later  recordings  under 
a  different  title  or  type  of  record. 

3.  For  records  for  which  additional  inf onr.o.tion  may  be 
found  in  other  entries. 

YJhenever  an  entry  contains  more  than  one  tvoe  of  record,  all 
the  dates  are  given  in  a  master  entry  under  the  actual  title  or 
under  a  complete  title,  if  supplied,  with  reference  to  subordinate 
entries  for  each  part.     The  subordinate  entries  consist  of  title, 
dates,  end  description  only. 
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The  board  of  commissioners  is  a  statutory  body  comprising  thrco 
mombors  elcctod  for  a  torm  of  three  years,    L-loctions  are  so  arranged 
that  one  member  shall  retire  each  year*    The  county  is  divided  into 
thrco  districts  from  each  of  v/hich  one  member  must  bo  olocted  by  tho 
electorate  of  the  cntiro  county,  (l) 

EUchart  County  has  had  a  "board  of  commissioners  from  its  creation, 
as  provided  in  tho  Acts  of  1816,  (2)  and  the  Constitution  of  1351,  (3) 

Tho  board  was  intended  to  bo  tho  administrativo  and  executive 
head  of  the  county.    Its  powers  wero  extensive  and  often  abused.    In  13 
the  county  council  (q,v)  was  created  as  a  check  upon  tho  commissioners 
in  fiscal  matters,  (d) 

The  board  of  commissioners  is  a  corporato  body  with  povrors  to  su< 
and  bo  sued,  and  possessing  duties,  rights,  and  povrors  incident  to  cor- 
porations, (5)    It  meets  in  regular  session  every  month  on  the  first 
konday  and  in  special  sessions  as  called  by  the  county  auditor,  its  c;:- 
officio  clerk,  (6) 

Its  principal  functions  ere:  Control  of  county  property,  allowance 
of  claims  against  county,  (7)  letting  of  county  contracts,  supervision 
contracts  of  maintenance  of  roads  and  bridges,  (8)  and  tho  preparation 
of  annual  budget  estimates*  (9)  It  appoints  many  county  officials  and 
exercisos  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  (10)  Other  powers,  in  cpeciTic 
instancos,  have  been  conferred  upon  the  board  by  the  legislature;-  chie: 
abolition  or  change  of  township  or  precinct  boundary  lines,  (ll) 

(40) 
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establishment  of  libraries  (.12)  and  hospitals,  (l3J  payment  of 
bounties,  and  offering  of  rewards*  (14) 

The  connissioncrs,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  v/crc  constituted 
a  board  of  turnpike  dirootors,  by  an  act  of  1370,  for  the  management 
and  control     of  all  free  turnpikes  in  the  county.    Each  director  had 
personal  supervision  of  cne  district.    Their  powers  arc  to  appoint 
suitable  persons  to  supervise  the  work  of  repairs.:  contract  for  labor  and 
materials;  enter  upon  lands  to  talfe  graVelj  and  to  give  certificates 
of  payment;  and  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  board*  (15)    An  act  of  1005 
made  the  county  auditor  the  clerk  of  the  board.  (16 ) 

This  board  was  abolished  in  1913,  and  the  highways  were  placed  in 
charge  of  a  superintendent  of  highways  appointed  by  the  commissioners*  (17) 

This  office  was  likewise  abolished  twenty  years  later,  and  super- 
vision of  highways  was  transferred  to  the  surveyor  (q.v»),  unless  the 
commissioners  appoint  a  highway  supervisor  (q.v).  (13) 

The  inception  dete  of  this  office  in  Elkhart  County  is  1350. 
All  the  records  are  located  inf  the  auditor's  southwest  vault  in  the 
courthouse,  unless  otherwise  stated. 


(l)  1  ReV.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1929;  (9)  Acts  1399;  Burns  26-515. 

Bums  26-601,  26-602,  26-603.  (lO)  Acts  1399;  Burns  26-2191  to 

(a)  Acta  IBM}  oh,  14,  $m*  1,  ,    r  26-2106. 

(3)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  10;  p)  - -ets  1359*  Burns  23-701. 

1  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Acts  1929;  1  Rcv-  Stat«  1552  J  Burns 

•    Bums  26-601.  «\fir?°?A, 
U) 

(5) 

6 

\1\  1 1"%%^"^  ^r^fiT^?  — •  (13)  Acts  1955: 

\>6)  Acts  1905;  Burns  36-1301.  „„ 

oo-iiuy. 


^or.mis  si  oners 

Court  Proceedings  and  Reports 

1.  OOMJJS.SIQKERS1  RECORD,  1831—.    24  vole.  (l-24). 
Minutes  and  proceedings  of  board  of  commissioners,  showing  business 
transacted  concerning  budget,  building  repairs,  potitions,  and  contracts; 
and  action  taken.    Arr.  chron,    Hdw.    500  pp.  10  x  12  x  3.    Aud.  vt, 

2.  COMMISSIONERS'  COURT  DOCKET,  1802—.    12  vole.  (1-3,1-9,  and 
1  vol.  not  numbered). 

Record  of  cases  before  the  commissioners,  showing  date  filed,  action 
talcen,  disposal,  names  of  parties  to  petition  and  of  attorney,  order  book 
and  page;  liquor  license,  showing  license  no.,  documents  filed,  and 
proceodinrs.    Arr.  chron,    Hdw.    325  pp.  13  x  12  x  2._.    Aud.  nw.  v.. 

5.    GRAND  JURY  REPORTS,  1923—*    1  file  box. 
Grand  jury  reports  on  conditions  in  county  jail, and  infirmaries,  snowing 
date  of  inspection,  and  recommendations.    Arr.  chron.    13  x  10  x  5. 

Eond  Issues 

4.  3QND  fiSCORD    1890—.    4  vols.  (l-4). 

Record  of  bonds  issued,  showing  bond  no.,  name  of  t\vp.,  date,  amount 
of  issuo,  amount  of  each  bond,  rate  of  intorest,  coupon  no.,  number  cf 
coupons  paid,  dates  due  and  paid,  and  title  of  bond,    indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  twp§.    hdw.    550  pp.  10  x  15  :•:  2.    Aud,  nw.  vt. 

5.  REFUSED  COUNTY  BONDS,  1050 — .     3  file  boxes. 

County  road  bond  issues,  showing  amount  of  issue,  date,  hind  of  bond, 
amounts  paid  and  due,  and  coupons  paid.    Arr.  chron.    13      10  ::  5. 
Aud,  nw.  vt. 


Commissi  oners 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Reports, — -Pond  1  s sue s  (continued) 

6,  BOND  COUPONS,  1919—,    2  file  boxeos. 

Gravel,  brick,  and  macadam  road  bonds,  snowing  appropriation  no.,  purposo, 
dato,  total  amount  of  issue,  warrant  and  claim  nos.,  from  wnich  fund, 
and  amount  of  claim.    Arr.  by  warrant  nos.    13  :■:  10  x  5.    &ud,  nv:,  vt. 

Petitions 

7.  CdJ/iPLETEE  TOJnjgHI?  PC  ADC,  1022— .    G  file  boxes  (l-C). 
Transcript* of  completed  twp,  road*s,  showing  petition,  dato  paid, 
improvement  recommended,  date  completed,  and  nrmoc  of  twp.  and  of  road. 
Arr,  alph.  by  names  of  twps,    1G  x  15  x  6,    Aud,  nv.r.  vt, 

8*    TI LA1TS CRI PT-POAD  ALLOWANCES,  1916-19.    1  file  box. 
Petitions  for  building  and  repair  of  roads,  snowing  datcAfiled  and 
approved,  dato  Work  completed,  and  name  of  commissioner,.    Arr,  alph. 
by  naT.es  of  twps.    15  X  10  x  5.    Aud.  nw.  vt, 

0.    PETITION  FOP  OILING  ROADS,  1933—.    1  file  bo::. 
Petitions  to  oil  county  roads,  showing  date,  nar.e  of  road,  raid  signature 
of  petitioner.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  roads.    13  x  10  x  5. 

10,  BRIDGE  PETITIONS,  1023—.    1  file  box. 

Petitions  for  bridge  building  and  repairs,  showing  name  of  tv/p., 
location  of  bridge,  reason  fro  building,  date,  petition  no.,  and  name 
of  petitioner.    Arr.  chron.    13  x  10  x  5. 

11.  VACATION  07  LOTS ,  STREETS,  ALLEYS,  1920-51.    1  file  box. 
Petitions  to  vacate  prcmisos,  showing  location,  cu.use,  date,  and 
signature  of  petitioner.    Arr,  chron,    13  x  10  x  5. 


Ccatrrtiii>s3  oner 
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Court  Proceedings  and  J ipport s—  >  o !:i one  (continued) 

12.  0EMETERY,  1919-32.    1  file  box. 

Petitions  to  incorporate  ccrictcrics,  showirig  proof  of  publication, 
proposed  none  of  cemetery,  date,  and  signature  6J  petitioner.  Arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  ccmotcries.    13  :•:  10  :■:  9. 

13.  T 07;i; SHIP  C0IISTABL3  APPOIlITLiiRTS,  1923-34.    1  file  box. 
Appointments  of  constables,  showing  petition,  raid  reootoendation  for 
appointment,    ^'o  index.    4  X  9  :•:  13. 

Requisitions,  ,;i^_£*  Contracts 

14.  BIDDER'S  RECORD    1930.    1  vol. 

Record  of  bids  for  county  supplies,  shewing  requisition  and  item  nos., 
description,  quantity,  unit,  price  bid,  name  and  address  or  bidder, 
date  of  acceptance,  date  purchase  ordered,  opening  date  of  bid,  and 
date  of  notice.    Arr.  chron.    Hdvr.    320  pp.  14  :•:  13  :•:  2. 

15.  (BIDS  FOR  ROAD  COBSTRUCTIOR),  1927—.    1  file  bo::,  (c)  . 
Affidavits  on  road  inspections,  contractor's  bids  for  construction 

of  roads  and  bridges,  surveyor's  report  on  work  done,  and  bond  to  cover 
materials  supplied  by  vendors.    13  x  10  ::  5. 

1G.    CQUIITY  TOT  ROADS,  1920-30.    1  file  box. 
Bids  for  building  roads  approved  and  accepted,  showing  name  of  contractor, 
amount  of  bid,  location  and  name  of  road,  total  costs,  end  county  unit 
no.    Arr.  by  county  unit  nos,    27  x  17  x  11.    Aud.  nw.  v.. 

•    17.     BIDS  OR  COUKTY  Hi  0.3"  .'AY  I/ATIiKIAL,  1932—.     2  Tile  boxes* 
Bids  for  county  nighway  material  and  proof  of  publication,  snowing  datej 


^ourt  *Jro  ceo  dings  and  Report s»-Roaui si  tion3 ,  jjiAs,  Cjpn^;raota  (continuod) 

name-jof  county,  twp.,  or  city,  and  road  specifications.    Arr.  chron« 
5  x  10  x  15.V. 

10.    C0UI7TY  nic:r.;AY,  1025--,   1  filo  box. 
Contractor's  bids  for  supplies,  and  equipment  for  maintaining  highways* 
showing  petition  for  supply,  safety  signs,  reports  of  officers,  date, 
none,  cause,  notice. and  total.    Arr.  chron.    13  x  10  x  5. 

10,    PROOF  OF  PUBLICATION  1027-35.    G  file  boxes. 
Proof  of  publication  of  bids  for  county  expenses,  showing  none  of 
newspaper,  day  published,  date,  and  fee  for  printing.    Arr.  chron. 
5  x  10  x  13,> 

20.  GOul-ITY  OFFICER'S  ESTII/ATES,  1017—.    1  file  bo::. 
Estimate  of  expenses  of    ounty  offices,  showing  appropriation, 
requisition  for  supplies,  date,  description,  amount  required,  cost,  and 
total,    Arr.  chron.    13  ::  10  x  5,    Aud,  hw.  vt. 

21.  EST  II.  ATE  AND  REQUISITIONS    1003—.    4  file  boxes. 

Tvjp.  estimates  of  expenses,  requisition* for  supplies,  and  ordinances 
for  appropriations.    Arr.  chron.    15  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  nw.  vt. 

22.  TRU.:KS,  tlORTORCYCLES,  1932—.    1  filo  bo:-:. 

Dealer's  bids  for  trucks,  motorcycles,  and  supplies,  and  proof  of 
publication  of  bids.    Arr.  chron.    15  x  10  x  5. 

;    23.    COAL  LIDS,  1951—.    1  file  box. 
Coal  dealer's  bide  to  supply  county  coal  orders,  showing  price  per  ton, 
quality,  amount  to;  be  furnished,  end  .roof  of  publication  cf  bids. 
Arr.  chron,    15  x  10  5. 


Coxnnus  si  oilers  °^ 
Court  Pro c cedillas  end  Reports — .  ■  itusi  IJ.  one,:  ads,  Contraots  (continuo^) 

?A0    BMDGE  A1TD  miWti  j&VmMWS,  1032-S3.    1  file  box. 
Bide  for  construction  of  bridges  and  supplier,,  showing  contracts, 
dato,  location  of  bridge,  spocifi cation?,  hind  of  material,  boHdj 
signature  of  security,  proof  of  publication  or  bid,  and  notary  coal. 
Arr.  chron,    15  x  10  x  5, 

25.  3RIDC-E  IMPAIRS,  1924-31.    1  Tile  be::. 

Bids  for  supplies,  arid  reports  of  engineers  and  superintendent  on 
proceedings  of  work,  shov/lrig  date,  proof  of  publication  of  bids,  bridge 
no.,  cost,  and  name  of  city.    Arr,  chron.    13  x  10  X  5, 

26.  REJECTED  BIDS,  1012—,    1  file  be::. 

Bids  . submitted  and  rejected,  shewing  no.,  nomc  of  fin.:  or  party  bidding, 
rosidenco,  occupation,  omount  of  bid,  and  appropriation  no.  Arr.  curon. 
5  x  10  x  13/,. 

27.  IITSTJRANCE  POLICIES,  1010—.    1  file  bo;:. 

Record  of  fire  insurance  policies  on  county  buildings,  shov/ing  amount, 
rate,  premium,  and  name  of  company,    Arr.  clircn.    15      10  x  5.  Aud, 
nvr,  vt. 

23,    STATE  KIGIRTAY  PAPERS,  1026—,    1  file  box. 
Supplement  agreements  with  contractors  concerning  building  and  improve- 
mont  of  roads,  snowing  bond  issue,  location  of  road,  nancs  of  twp^. 
range,  and  sec,,  and  signature  of  c o.vmi s sionor •    Arr.  chron,    0  x  1  x  1,; 

20.     CONTRACTS,  1025—.    1  file  box. 
Contracts  of  county  en' incer,  construction  bonds,  nospital  contracts, 
and  papers  of  inspector  of  v/cights  end  measures.    Arr.  chron,    13  :■: 


Commissi  oiioi* 


Court  Proceedings  and  Report  s^-Regi d  sltlong ,  BidSj»  ^Gorifcrcuvbg  (continued) 

30.  DITCH  ARD  SEIVER  RECORDS,  1903 — •    1  file  bo::. 
Construction  contract  bonds  for  ditches j  shoivlng  date,  names  of  ditch 
and  contractor,  warrant  no.,  cost,  kind  of  material,  end  bond  of 
contractor.    Arr',  alph.  by  names  of  ditches  or  sewers*    13  x  10  x  5. 

31.  CONTRACTS  WITH  COUNTY  COM.  'ISSIOEEnS,  1031—.    1  file  box. 
Contracts  for  repairs  to  county  buildings,  showing  salary,  expenses, 
insurance,  and  property  lease.    Arr.  chron«    13  x  10  x  5,    Aud.  nw.  vt. 

32.  BRIDGE  CONTRACTS,  1021—.     5  file  boxes. 

Bids  submitted  for  construction  of  county  bridges,  snowing  estimate, 
claim,  specifications,  name  of  bridge,  location  post,  amount  of  bid, 
name  of  contractor,  and  contractor's  bond.    Arr.  chron.     12  x  1C  x  5. 

33.  POOR  FARI.1  CONTRACTS,  102G-30.    3  file  boxes. 

Contracts  for  supplies,  showing  date,  contractor's  bid,  amount  of  supply, 
and  action  taken.    Arr.  chron.    15  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  nw,  vt. 

Claims  roid  All owancos 

34.  CLAL  G  ARD  ALLOWANCE;    RECORD,  1002--.    11  vols.  (l-ll). 
Record  of  claims  filed  and  allowed,  showing  claim  no.,  date  filed,  name 
of  payer,  address  of  claimant,  purpose,  from  which  fund,  amount  allowed, 
warrant  no.,  and  remarks*   Arr*  chron,    r.dw,    500  pp.  10  x  IS  x  2, 

Aud.  nw.  vt. 


@oriimisc  loners  , 

Court  Proceedings  and  Reports— -Cjaigis  nnd  Allow^-.ccr:  ^continued) 

35.  (CLAIi.3  AU.0WED),  1835—*    201  file  boxes. 
I.ascollancous  p .ip era  consisting  of  appropriations,  end  clo.ir.is  allowed 
and  waid,  showing  nance  of  county  and  bwp«j  date  oiid  amount  allowed 4 
warrant  no,,  and  signature  or  commissioner.    Arr •  by  olaim  and  -..arrant 
nor..    5  x  10  x  13.    203  file  boxes,  1836-1915,  rccr.  bsmt.  vt.j  31  file 
boxes,  1916-22,  aud.  nw.  vt«;  52  file  boxes,  192C — ,  aud.  sw.  Trt, 

36.  CLAILS,  1003-1C.  '  2  file  boxes. 

^lnins  paid  for  expense-  and  supplies,  showing  date,  names  of  city,  state, 
and  payer,  amount,  purpose,  description,  and  signatures  of  treasurer 
and  auditor.    Arr.  .chron.     15  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  nw,  vt. 

37.  COUNTY  ORDERS,  1862—.     2S  file  boxes. 

warrants  issued  for  expenses,  showing  date,  nanc  of  payer,  amount,  to  wnat 
fund  charged;  and  poor  farm,  insane  institution,  and  court  fees.  Arr. 
chron.    C  x  5.x  4, 

50.     (PROOF  OF  PUBLICATION) 1903-13.     9  file  boxes. 
Proof  of  publication  for  allowances  for  state  institutions,  showing  date 
of  publication,  number  of  times  published,  end  signature  of  publisher. 
Arr.  chron.     13  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  nw,  vt, 

39.    WARRANTS  CAKCELZD  AND  FILED,  1903—.  1  file  box. 
Warrants  issued  for  supplies  and  expenses,  showing  date,  amount, 
nar.c  of  payer ,  purpose,  for  v.Jiicn  fund,  and  signature  of  auditor.  Arr. 
chron.    13  x  10  x  5. 


Co;  Br.io3ionoro 
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Court  Proceedings  and  reports —  ll.-  d.:is  a;.d  Allov/ar.^r.-s  (  :or.'oi:iuo-]j 

40.    BEGiaa'EATIOlJ  AECCvdX;  (GLAUS  FOR  ELECTION  EXCISES),  1912— ♦ 
3  file  boxes  • 

Claims  and  appropriations  Tor  election  expenses,  showing  na..c  of 
claiii'cait,  address,  occupation,  amount  of  appropriation,  warrant  no., 
dato  i'ilcd,  and  total  araount.    Arr.  chron.    13  x  10  ::  3.    And.  nvr.  vc. 

•_1,    W.  P«  A.  BRIDGES,  1933 — •    1  file  box. 
Claims  filod  for  supplies  on  V.r.P.A.  projects,  Showing  warrant  and 
claim  nos,,  names  cTbridre  and  of  claimant,  or;  cunt  allowed,  and 
signature  of  commissioners.    Arr.  alpli.  by  names  of  bridges*    13  ::  10 
x  5* 

'12.    DUPLICATE  GUm<&$  192G— .    1  file  be::. 
Duplicates  of  lust  copies  of  claims-,  sho'.vin^  date,  amount  of  claim, 
purpose,  and  warrant  number.    Arr.  by  warrant  nos.    13  ::  10  :•:  5. 

i3.     CLAImS  HELD  702  IIIY3STIGATI0r,  1931—.     1  file  Lex. 
Claims  held  for  further  investigation,  shov/in^  clain,  'warrant,  rnd 
appropriation  nos,,  nc:::c  of  claixr.ant.  amount,  purpose,  date  claim  allov/ca, 
end  signature  of  commissioner.    Arr,  ohron.    13  x  10  x  5. 

i<l.    BILLS  REJECTED,  191-1--.     2  file  bo;:cs. 
Rejected  claims  of  appropriation,  showing  appropration  end  claim  nos,, 
date,  name  of  clair.ont,  occupation,  and  total  emount,    Arr.  chron. 
15  ::  10  x  5.    Aud,  nw.  vt» 

d5.    siffiRIFF'S  L2LEAGE  (CLAIJ.IS),  191C— .     2  file  bc::os. 
Mlear;e  expense  for  removal  cf  prisoners  to  penal  institutions,  show- 
ing name,  nature  of  crime,  date  of  sentence,  and  term  of  imprisonment^ 
Arr.  chreui.    13  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  hit.  vt. 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Reportc — ^ln.jrnc  end  Allowanpes  (continued) 

4G.    TRUSTEE  *  S  CLAL'.S  MID  I  .•/:•.  CE1PTG,  1935— .    14  file  boxes. 
Claims  and  purchase  orders  for  poor  relief,  shewing  date,  none,  cause, 
order  no.,  approval,  and  signature  of  trustee,    Arr.  chrpn.     24  x  12  pc  G. 
•^ud.  nw,  vt. 

47.  OLD  AGE  PENSIONS,  1935—,    1  file  box. 

Investigation  of  applicants  for  old  age  pension,  showing  date,  none, 
address,  birthplace,  age,,  color,  names  cf  parents,  and  date  of  birth* 
Indexed  alph.  by  names of  pensioner;,  27  x  17  x  11.    Aud.  annex. 
For  other  records,  see  entries  199-226. 

48.  OLD  AGE  REPQR'J$,  1934—.    1  file  box. 

Semi-annual  report  of  payments  of  old  age  pensions,  showing  name  of  county 
and  tv/p»,  amount  paid,  and  date  filed.    Arr.  chron.    13  x  10  x  5. 
Aud.  nw,  vt. 

For  other  records,  see  entries  199-22G, 

49.  (OATH  OF  OFFICE  OF  OLD  AGE  PENSION  INVESTIGATOR^,  }932— . 
1  file  box. 

Oath  administered  to  applicant  upon  taking  office,  showing  name,  and 
address  of  porson  taking  oath,  and  date  of  oath,    Arr.  chron. 
13  x  10  x  5. 

For  other  records,  see  entries  1Q9-22G* 

50.  OLD  ...PENSIONERS  (DECEASED),  1935—.     1  file  box. 

Reports  of  death-'of  old  age  pensioners,  showing  name,  age,  and  date  of 
death.    Indexed  alph.  by  name"  of  deceased.    27  x  17  x  11,    Aud,  nw.  vt. 
For  other  records,  sec  entries  199-226. 
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Court  Proceedings  and  Reports — CI r.i,..s  and  Allqwancoa  (continued) 

61.    ORPHAN  TOOK,  1903—.    4  filo  boxes. 
Quarterly  reports  of  childrens  orphans  hone,  shdwing  names*  of  children 
recoived,  re-entered,  or  returned  to  parents  or  guardian,  death  expense 
allowed,  end  address  of  parents  or  guardian.    Arr.  clu-on.    IS  x  10  :•:  5. 
Aud.  nw,  vt, 

52.  TDBERCULOSIS  HOSPITAL,  193 2—  •    1  file  bo-:. 
Applications  and  assignments  of  patients  to  hospitals,  showing  date, 

none  of  patient,  sex,  color,  ago,  analysis,  and  name  of  physician. 

Indexed  alph.  by  nor.es  of  patients.    13  x  10  x  5. 

53.  STATE  I1JSIITUTI0U  REPORTS,  1919-32.    3  file  bcr.es. 
Clothing  expenses  of  inmates.,  showing  date,  name,  amount,  and  cost. 
N    index.    13  x  10  :■:  5.     2  file  bores,  1919-30,  aud.  sw.  vt.;  1  file 
box,  1930-52,  aud.  nw,  vt. 

Roads ,  Bridges,  and  -Pit cues 

54.  DITCH  CLEANING    1893—.     5  file  boxes. 

Contracts  for  cleansing  and  draining  ditches,  showing  names  of  contractor 
and  ditch,  certificate  of  acceptance,  'rind  of  material,  and  total  cost. 
Arr,  alph.  by  names  of  ditches.    13  x  10  x  5. 

55.  DITCHES  AID  IJiG3r,.*AVS#  1306-9?,    1  file  box, 

Record  of  expenses  for  construction  and  repairs  to  ditches  and  roads, 
showing  warrant  no,,  name  of  ditch  or  highway,  location,  name  of  twp., 
cost,  oiid  total  amount,    Arr.  by  warrant  nos.    15  r  10  x  5. 


II.    COUNTY  COUNCIL 

In  1899  the  legislature  created  the  county  council *    This  council 
consists  of  soven  mombcrs  who  are  electod  for  a  term  of  four  years  and 
must  bo  resident  freeholders  of  the  county*    Ono  member  is  eloctod  from 
each  of  the  four  councilmanic  districts  by  the  voters  of  the  district, 
and  three  members  are  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  county  at  large.  The 
council  elects  its  president  from  its  membership,  and  the  auditor  acts 
as  its  clerk.    The  sheriff  is  required  to  execute  the  orders  of  the 
council,  (l) 

The  regular  annual  meeting  is  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Honday  of  September  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  tax  rate, 
of  imposing  the  toy  levy,  and  of  making  approximations,  (2)  and  con- 
tinues from  day  to  day  until  its  businoss  is  completed*  (o)  Special 
meetings  may  be  called  by  the  auditor  or  a  majority  of  the  members*  (4) 
Sessions  must  be  public*  (5)    Although  a  majority  of  the  council , consti- 
tutes a  quorum,  the  passage  of  ordinances  requires  a  majority  6£  all 
members;  and  extraordinary  majorities  are  required  by  law  in  certain 
instances;  (6)  a  three— fourths  vote  to  increase  or  insert  an  item  in 
the  budget  estimates  submitted  by  the  county  agencies  through  the 
auditor;  (7)  a  two-thirds  vote  to  make  additional  appropriations  at 
special  meetings*  (8) 

The  power  of  fixing  the  tax  rato  where  it  is  not  fixed  by  law,  is 
vested  exclusively  in  the  council,  likewise  the  power  of  making  appro- 
priations of  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury.  (9) 

(Gl) 


County  Cotincil 

Tho  coxmcil  passes  on  all  budgot  estimates  submitted  by  county 
officials,  (10)  as  well  as  emergency  appropriations,  (ll) 

The  council  has  exclusive  power  to  authorize  the  borrowing  of 
monoy  for  the  county  and  the  issuing  of  $1,000  or  more  shall 
bo  made  without  authorization  by  tho  council.  (15) 

The  incoption  dato  of  this  board  in  Elkhart  County  is  1899. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  tho  aud.  sw.  vt.  in  the  courthouse, 
unless  otherwise  stated. 


(1) 

Acts  1899? 

Burns 

26-501, 

(8) 

Acts 

1899,  1907, 

1913; 

26-502,  26-509, 

26-515, 

Burns 

26-521. 

26-532. 

.  (9) 

Acts 

1899;  Burns 

26-515. 

(2) 

Acts  1099; 

Burns 

26-507. 

(10) 

Acts 

1899;  Burns 

26-620. 

(3) 

Acts  1899; 

Eurns 

26-508. 

(11) 

1899,  1907, 

1913; 

(4) 

Acts  1899, 

1931; 

Burns  26-507. 

Burns 

t-4  G*~5  2X  • 

(5) 

Acts  1899; 

Burns 

26-508. 

(12) 

Acts 

1899,  1921, 

1929; 

(6) 

Acts  1899|  Burns 

26-511. 

Burns 

(7) 

Acts  1899; 

Burn3 

26-520. 

(13) 

Acts 

1899;  Bums 

26-534. 

56.  CO'OllTY  QCulicili  RECORDS,  1921— ♦    1  Tile  box*. 
Publication  of  proof  of  county  expenses,  ordinances  for  appropriations 
tax  levies,  estimates,  and  petitions,  showing  date  of  meeting^,  busine 
transacted,  and  minutes  of  meetings,    Arr.  chron.  ,9x9  x 

57.  APPEALS  TO  STATE  B0AP.D  011  B0IID  ISSUE,  1927—.    1  file  bo::. 
To;:  payer's  petitions  to  state  tax  board  against  tax  levies  and  bi 
issues.    Arr.  chron.    5  x  10  x  15^-. 


>ona 


III.  CLEkK 


Tho  clork  of  tho  circuit  court,  coimnonly  roforrcd  to  as  "county 
clork",  is  a  constitutional  officdr,  elected  for  a  four-year  term,  end 
not  entitled  to  hold  office  for  more  than  eight  years  of  any  tv/olve- 
yoar.poriod.  (l) 

Eleoted  as  clerk  of  the  oirouit  court,  tho  incumbent  of  tho  offico 
also  serves,  "by  statutory  provisions,  as  clork  of  any  and  all  county 
oourts  and  as  such  is  roquirod  to  keep  a  sot  of  dockets  and  records  for 
all  courts.  .(2.) 

In  addition  to  his  court  duties,  numerous  other  duties  are  imposed 
upon  the  clerk  "by  statuto.    He  serves  ex  officio  as  registration 
officer  for  the  county  and  as  a  member  of  the  various  county  election 
"boards,  (o)    In  discharging  his  election  duties  he  is  required  to  keep 
records  of  all  elections  in  the  county,  (4-)  issue  certificates  of  elec- 
tion to  successful  candidates,  (5)  and  act  as  clerk  to  the  commls sioners 
appointed  by  tho  cirouit  court  to  make  a  recount  in  contested  elections. 

Other  important  duties  of  the  clerk  are  the  issuance  of  marriage 
licenses,  (7)  professional  licenses  such  as  physicians',   (8)  dentists', 
(9)  and  optometrists';  (lO)  hunting,  fishing,  and  trapping  licenses;  (ll) 
businoes  linonses  such  &s  poultry  dealers'  (12)  and  Junk  dealers';  (15) 
and  permits  to  carry  firoarms,  (14)    He  approves  the  bonds  of  county 
officers,  (15)  and  approves  and  files  the  bonds  of  notaries.  (16)  Ee 
is  required  to  keep  agrees'  register  (17)  and  a  record  of  firm  and 
partnership  certificates,  (18)  and  ho  also  records  many  legal  instruments 


(63) 


Clerk 


04 


The  incoption  date  of  this  office  in  Elkhart  County  is  1830. 


(1)  Const.,  art*  G.  cec,  2; 
Burns  49-2701, 

(2)  2  Kov,  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2706. 

(3)  Acts  1933;  Burn3  29-30G, 

(4)  Acts  1905;  Byrne  29-1404. 

(5)  Acts  £oca[  J  Burns  29-1501, 

(6)  Acts  1001  spc.  sess,;  Jurno 
29-2103, 

(7)  Acts  1852;  Burns  44-201. 

(8)  Act©  1897;  Burns  63-1302. 


(9) 

Acts 

1913; 

Burns 

63- 

5CG . 

(10) 

Acts 

1907; 

Burns 

63- 

1C09. 

(11) 

Acts 

1927; 

Bums 

11- 

30  2  • 

(12) 

Acts 

1917; 

Burns 

6  P- 

140.7f 

(13) 
(14) 

Acts 

ISO  3; 

Burns 

A 

703.  . 

Acts 

19Z5s 

Burns 

10- 

4721. 

(15) 

Acts 

1852; 

Burn  3 

29- 

1051 

(1G) 
(17) 

Acts 

1852; 

Burns 

49- 

Acts 

1905; 

Burns 

63- 

903. 

(1G) 

Aots 

1909; 

3urn3 

50- 

201. 

IV.    PROSECUTING  ATTORNEY 


The  prosocuting  attorney  is  a  constitutional  officer,  cloctcd  in 
each  judicial  oircuit  for  a  tern  of  two  yearn.  (1)    Ho  is  required  to 
post  a  bond  to  "bo  approved  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  and  filod 
with  the  clerk*  (2) 

Prior  to  the  constitution  of  1851  the  office  of  prosecuting 
attorney  was  created  by  a  legislative  act  in  1851.    A  prosecuting 
attornoy  for  each  judicial  circuit  was-  chosen  by  a  joint  ballot  of 
the  sonato  and  house  of  representatives,  (5) 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  prosecuting  attornoy  to  inquire  into  the 
commission  of  any  felony  or  misdemeanor  received  on  information*  (4) 
He  conducts  all  prosecutions  for  felonies  and  misdemeanors  in  Elkhart 
County,  all  suits  on  forfeited  recognisances,  resists  applications 
for  changing  names,  protects  interests,  of  all  persons  of  unsound  mind, 
superintends  on  behalf  of  the  county  any  of  its  trust  funds,  and 
defends  all  suits  in  which  the  same  may  be  interested.  (5) 

The  prosecuting  attorney  may  take  acknowledgments  to  deeds  or 
other  instruments  in  writing,  administer  oaths,  protest  notes  and 
checks,  take  depositions  of  witnesses,  and  porform  any  duty  now 
conferred  on  a  notary  public.  (6) 

This  office  has  existed  in  Elkhart  County  since  the  county* 6 
organization  in  1830.  The  records  are  located  in  the  prosecuting 
attorney's  office,  515  South  Lain  Street,  Elkhart „ 

(1)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  11;  2  Rev.     (3)  Rev.  Stat*  1331,  ch*  10,  soc.  1. 
Stat.  1852;  Burns  49-2501.  (4)  Rov.  Stat.  Bums  49-2503. 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Burns  49-2502.(5)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Bums  49-2504. 

(6)  Acts  1919;  Burns  49-2507. 

(65) 


IV  o socuti  iig  A  bt  or i  u  -y 


CO 


53.    (APPEAKAKCE  PEES  COLLECTED),  1036.    1  vol. 
■"•ooord  of  appearances  and  fooc  collected,  snowing  date  of  appoaranco, 
namo  of  court,  cause  no.,  title  of  cause,  dispositions  paid,  stayed, 
or  conxr.ittod;  foes,  snowing  amounts  charged  and  collected,  and  date; 
cash  book,  showing  date,  cause  no.,  title  of  causo,  names  of  payer  and 
payee,  check  no.,  and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    Typed.    GO  pp.  12  x  12  x  v. 
Pros.  Atty.  off,,  Kistner  Bldg.,  515  S.Kain  St.,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

59.  (IIOIITKLY  STATEIjIIT  OP  ALL  PEES  COLLECTED),  1936-.-*    1  file  box. 
Affidavits  of  prosecutor  to  commissioners  to  insure  a  correct  monthly 
statement  of  appearances  in  court,  snowing  foes  earned  and  collected, 
date  sworn,  and  signatures  of  prosecutor  and  auditor.    Arr.  chron. 

15  x  12  x  52.    Pros.  Atty.  off.,  Kistner  Bldg.,  515  S  Main  St.,  Elknart, 
Ind. 

60.  (LDilTIILY  £££0375  OP  ALL  APFLAAAIXIS ) ,  105G.    1  file  bo::. 
Monthly  reports  of  prosecuting  attorney  to  commissioners,  of  appearances 
in  court,  showing  date,  name  of  court,  cause  no.,  title  of  cause,  and 
fees.    Arr.  chron.    15  x  12  x  52.    Pros,  Atty.  off.,  Eistner  Bldg., 

515  S.  Main  St.j  Elknort,  Ind. 


V.     CIRCUIT  COURT 


,J-ho  circuit  court  is  created  by  the  Indiana  Constitution •  (1) 
The  judge  of  the  circuit  court  is  elected  by  the  people  of  the  circuit 
and  servos  for  a  term  of  cix  yea. s.  (2)    The  thirty-fourth  circuit 
comprises  Elkhart  County, 

The  court  has  jurisdiction  of  lav.r,  equity,  and  criminal  cases, 
and  actions  for  divorce;  it  also  has  jurisdiction  of  the  settlement 
of  decedent's  estates  and  guardianships.     The  court  has  jurisdiction 
of  all  other  causes,  matters,  and  proce .dings.     It  has  such  appellate 
jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferred  by  lav/.  (3) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Elkhart  County  is  1350. 

(1)  Const,  art.  7,  sec.  (3)  Acts  1381;  Burns  4-503. 

(2)  Const,  arb.  7,  sec.  9. 

Ho  records  could  be  found. 


(07) 


VI.     COn.'.Oii  PLEAS  COtfUT 


The  common  pleas  court  vra.s  establisi: od  by  an  act  of  1352.  The 
judges  were  elected  for  terms  of  four  years*  (1) 

The  common  pleas  court  had  jurisdiction  in  matters  relating  to 
probate  of  wills;  appointment  of  guardians  for  persons  of  unsound  mind 
and  other  disabilities;  in  matters  relating  to  executors  and  adminis- 
trators;  (2)  in  civil  matters  ranging  from  fifty  to  one  thousand  dollars 
except  cases  of  slander,  libel,  breach  of  marriage  contract,  and  action 
on  official  bond,  or  whore  the  title  of  real  estate  shall  be  ia  issue; 
(3)  and  criminal  jurisdiction  in  cases  which  are  not  felonies  except 
those  triable  by  tho  justice  of  the  peace.  (4) 

Because  of  the  inadequacies  of  this  court,  it  was  abolished  in 
1873  and  the  jurisdiction  was  transferred • to  the  circuit  court.  Pending 
cases  continued  to  be  entered  in  common  pleas  records  until  completion 
of  the  suits.  (5) 

The  inception  of  this  court  in  Elkhart  County  is  1353. 


(1)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1352,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  sec.  1. 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1352,  pt.  1, 
ch.  3,  sec,  4. 


(3)  2  Rev.  Stat,  1852,  pt.  1, 
ch.  3,  sec.  11. 

(4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  sec.  14. 

(5)  Acts  1373,  ch.  29,  s^c.  SO. 


No  records  could  be  found. 


(68) 


VII.  .RECORDER 


The  recorder  is  a  const itutional  officer  eleorted  for  a  term  of 
four  years.    He  is  required  to  ;:ive  a  bond.  (1)    I:o  person  is  eligible 
to  hold  the  office  of  recorder  for  more  than  ei^ht  years  in  any  tv/clvc- 
year  period.  (2) 

The  title  of  this  officer  describes  his  functions:    to  make  and 
preserve  a  public  record  of  legal  documents  for  private  porsons  as 
required  by  law*    Of  tho  many  kinds  of  instruments  recorded  the  more 
important  are:    Roads,  mortgages,  and  apprentices'  indentures,  (3) 
satisfactions,  cancelations,  and  assignments  of  any  kind,  (4)  releases, 
(5)  mechanic's  liens,   (6)  and  leases.  (7) 

xhe  recorder  is  also  required  to  keep  a  record  of  articles  of  in- 
corporation filed  in  his  office,   (8)  and  certificates  of  admission  for 
foreign  corporations  to  do  business  in  Indiana,  (o)     There  are  also 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  recorder,  records  of  cemetery  deeds,  (10) 
cemetery  associations,  (11)  farm  names,  (12)  ana  chattel  mort;.;a£cs (13) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Elkhart  County  is  1330. 
All  the  records  are  locat.od  in  the  recorder's  vault  in  the  courthouse, 
unless  otherwise  stated. 


1  Rev.  Stat.  1862;  Acts  1901; 


(7) 


\  Rev.  Stat.  1SS2;  Acts 

1875,  1915,  1921,  1925; 

Burns  55-119. 

Acts  1929;  Burns  25-219. 

Acts  1929;  Burns  25-505., 

Acts  1925;  Bums  21-225. 

1  Rev.  Stat.  1G52;  Burns  25-1520. 

Acts  1915;  Bums  49-3226. 

1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1897; 

Burns  55~-50r». 


(2) 
(3) 


Burns  40-5201. 

Ind.  Const. ,  art.  6,  sec.  2. 

1  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Burns 


(3) 
(0) 
(10) 

(ID 
(12) 
(12) 


49-5210. 

Acts  1905,  Burns  49-5203. 
Acts  1881.  spc.  sess.; 


Burns  2-2519. 

Acts  1909;  Burns  45-703. 


(69) 


1*00  order 

Uocds, Titles,  and  Grants 

ci.    0BEB  record,  1C3C-- ,    IGO  voir,.  (1-1CO). 
Record  of  deeds  on  property  sold  or  transferred,  snowing  ncres  of  grant— 
oc  and  grantor,  location  and  description  of  property,  acreage  or  cizo, 
valuation,  and  dato.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  grantees  and  grantors, 
1830-97,  ndv/.;  10977—,  typed*    GOO  pp.  18  x  13  x  3. 

62.    ©E1IERAL  DEED  INDEX,  1836— .    20  vols.  (l-20). 

*■  ■ 

Inde:c  to  entry       .  61,  showing  name  of  owner,  description,  value ^and 
location  of  property,  and  vol,  and  page  no.    Indexed  alpn.  by  names  of 
grantees  and  grantors*    Hdw.    GOO  pp.  1G  x  20  x  3. 

S3.     COUNTY  DUEDS  AITD  LEASES,  1950-35.    1  file  box. 
'Warranty  deeds,  cemetery  deeds,  quit  claim  deeds,  guardian's  deeds,  end 
sale  of  real  estate  deeds.    Arr.  chron.    13  x  10  X  5.    Aud,  svr,  vte. 

64.  QUIET  TITLE  RECORD'S,  1911—.     2  vols.  (l-2). 

Record  of  deeds  of  real  estate  on  Which'  title  was  clcarod  by  court  actions, 
showing  date,  name  of  property,  description  and  location,  cause  no.,  and 
court  decree.    Hdw.    300  pp.  12  x  1G  x  2m# 
For  eo-rlior  record,  sec  entry  74. 

Kcrtgagcs,  Assignments, and  Releases 

Real  I  state 

65.  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1845--.    137  vols.  (1-157). 

Accord  of  mortgages  on  real  property,  shSwihg  date,  rice:  of  mortgagor 
end  mortgagee,  location  and  descrix'tion  of  property,  kind  of  improvements, 
names  of  twp»f  and  section,  range  no,,  amount  of  mortgage,  value  of  property, 


Rcoordor 

Mortgage  Assignments  and  1  to  1  e as o s- - ■  ■  c °  1  E s  t  r,  t  o  (continued) 

rate  of  interest j  and  date  due*    Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  mortgagees 
and  mortgagors.    Hdw«    GOG  pp.  12  x  18  x  2^0 

GC.    GENERAL  I1TDEX  TO  MORTGAGES,  REAL  PROPERTY,  1853--. 
15  vols,  el-is). 

Index  to  real  estate  mortgagos,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee, date,  description,  location,  and  value  of  real  estate,  amount 
of  mortgago,  rate  of  interest,  and  date  due.  Indexed  olph.  by  names 
of  mortgagees  and  mortgagors.    Hdw»    GOO  pp.  1<I  x  20  x  3. 

Chattels 

G7/.    CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  MIIFUTE  BOOK,  1055—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  mortgages  on  real  property,  showing  no.  of  instrument,  date 
of  filing,  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  amount  of  mortgage, 
description  of  chattel,  dote  due,  end  remarks.    Indexed  alph.  by  names 
of  mortgagees  and  mortgagors,    **dw.     500  pp.  1G  x  12  x  3.    Recr,  off* 

G8,     CHATTEL  MORTGAGE,  1351—.    59  vols.  (1-50;. 
Record  of  chattul  mortgages,  showing  date,  names  of  mort  agor  and 
mortgagee,  description  of  chattel.,,  amount  of  mortgage,  interest,  date 
due,  and  signatures  cf  witnesses •    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagees 
and  mortgagors.    Hdw«    500  pp.  12  x  18  x  2?y. 

69,    GEinSRAL  INDEX- CHATTEL  MORTGAGES,  1895—,    G  vols.  (1-6 ). 
Index  to  chattel  mortgage  record,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee, date,  description,  consideration,  and  vol.  and  page,  -ndexed 
alph,  by  names  of  mortgagors.    Hdw,    GOO  pp,  15  x  21  x  5, 


Register  of  Legal  Instruments 

70.  EHXItf  BOOK,  lCliO— .    3G  vol:;.  (l-3C). 

Accord  of  transfers  and  sales  of  real  property,  snowing  date,  name  of 
principal,  location,  description  end  value  of  property,  name  of  twp"., 
range  no.,  section,  amount  of  consideration,  and  signatures  of  witnesso 
Indexed  alpji.  by  nemos  of  principals.    Hdvr,    '600  pp.  10  x  17  ;:  2;;, 

71.  REGISTER  OF  FAHLS,  1913— •    1  vol. 

Register  of  farm  names,  sHOwing  date,  names  of  owner  and  of  farm,  and 
location,  and  description  of  farm.    Indexed  alph.  "by  names  of  owners* 
Hdw.     250  pp.  9  :r.  13  x  1;> 

72.  SOLDIER'S  DISCHARGE  RECORD,  1865—.    3  vole,  (l,  1-2), 
1-ccord  of  soldiers  receiving;  honorable  discharge,  showing  date,  name, 
age,  color,  residence,  enlistment  record,  length  of  service,  rani:, 
regiment,  date  of  discharge,  condition,  enlistment  no.,  end  heme  of 
commanding  officer.    Indexed  alph,  by  homes  of  soldiers.  1805-1919, 
hdw.j  1919—,  typed.     COO  pp.  1G  x  12  x  2^. 

73.  LEASE  RECORD,  1875--.    5  vole.  (1-5). 

Record  of  real  estate  lcar.ee,  showing  date,  location  and  description  of 
property,  amount  of  consideration,  signatures,  and  terms  of  lease. 
Indoxcd  alph.  "by  names  of  owners,    1875-1006,  hdv;.;  19QS — ,  typed,  COO 
pp.  12  X  IS  X  2;y. 

icbocellanoous  Records 

74.  I.:iSCELlAl!E0US  RECORD,  1852—.    20  vols.  (l-2C). 

I-ocord  of  quiet  titles,  purchase  options,  lions,  contracts,  and  snort  e  ; 


"ocordor 
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I  iscollaneous  Records (continued ; 

filed  with  rccordor,  showing  date,  name,  cause,  names  of  parties  to 
action,  amount  duo,  and  disposition  of  cs.ee,    Arr.  chron.    1852-190<  , 
hdw.;  1004—,  typod.     600  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  V. 

75.  GEKEPJIL  IHDEZ-KIS CELLAHEOUS  RECORDS'    1G52-.     2  vole.  (l-2). 
Index  to  entry  74,  showing  volume,  and  page,  location,  description, 
liens  recorded,  namos  of  parties,  and  date*    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
owners.    Hdw.     GOO  pp.  1G  x  21  x  5. 

Fee  and  Casn  Pooks 

76.  RECORDER'S  FEE  AMD  CASH  BOOK,  1910—.    19  vols.  (l-iO). 
Record  of  fees  and  cash,  showing  date,  no.  and  kind  of  instrument,  deeds, 
transcripts,  mortgages,  mechanic's  liens,  chattel  mortgages,  releases, 
assignments,  powers  of  attorney,  articles  of  incorporation,  plats, 
marginal  leases,  assignments,  miscellaneous,  toted  receipts,  and 
amount  paid  to  treasurer.    Arr«  chron.    Hdw.    GOO  pp.  1G  ::  12  x  3. 

Haps  and  Plats 

77.  RECORD  OF  PLATS,  not  dated.    1  vol. 

Plats  of  cities  and  towns  in  county,  showing  twp.,  section,  range, 
lot  nos.,  streets,  description ,and  name  of  plat.  Ho  index.  Hand- 
drawn.    150  pp.  1G  x  10  x  1, 

7C.    :.APG  OF  ELKHART  COUHTY  WITH  BRIEF  HISTORY,  1892,1915,  1G29. 
3  vols. 

Collection  of  political  maps,  v/itn  brief  ni story.  Published  at  Chicago, 
111.,  by  George  A.  Agle  and  Co,    Printed.    Scale  varies.    1C  x  15  ::  1, 


VIII.  SIDJIilFF 


"•ho  sheriff  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  a  term  of  two 
years.     Ho  must  pivo  a  bond  to  insure  faithful  porf or/nanco  of  his  duties, 
and  is  ro^uirod  to  take  the  usual  oath  of  office,  (l)    Ho  person  is 
eligible  to     jiold      office  of  sheriff  for  more  than  four  years  in  any 
period  of  si:-:  years.  (2) 

The  sheriff  is  the  Conservator  of  peace  within  Klkhart  County.  lie 
may  arrest  without  process  all  persons,  who.  within  his  vie;/  commit  any 
crime  or  misdomcanor,  and  hold  them  in  custody  during  investigation 
of  the  cause  of  such  arrest.     He  is  required  to  suppress  all  breaches 
of  the  peace  and  has  the  authority  to  call  to  his  aid  the  power  of  the 
county;  pursue  and  commit  to  jail  all  felons;  execute  all  process  directed 
to  him  by  the  courts;  maintain  and  preserve  order  in  the  courts  of  the 
county  except  justice  of  the  peace  courts,    he  also  maintains  the  jail  and 
takes  care  of  the  prisoners  confined  in  it.   (3)     It  is  his  duty  also  to 
protect  persons  in  do.ngcr  of  possible  lynchi'ngs'.  (4)    I'c  makes  orrests 
of  all  persons  on  indictments,  warrants ,  affidavits,  and  information 
received  from  the  prosecutor  or  the  court,  and  Commits  them  to  jail.  (5) 

As  a  court  officer  of  '  ikhart  County  he  is  required  to  make  service : 
of  all  process.   (S)     lie  sells  mortgage  property  on  the  foreclosure  of 
proceedings;   (7)  execute s  deeds  to  real  estate  sold  on  executions;  (&) 
conveys  persons  committed  to  state  charitablo,  dircctablc,  or  penal 
institutions;   (9)  and  attends  sessions  of  the  county  council  and  executes 
its  ordors.  (10) 


(74) 


Sheriff  5 

The  inception  dato  of  this  of  rice  in  Elknari   bounty  i3  1030* 
All  tno  records  or  o  located  in  tho  sheriff's  office  in  the  courthouse, 
unlosc  othorwiso  stated* 


(l)  2  Ro'v.  s'-cat.,  1852;  Burns 
•'9-2CG1. 

(2l  Ind.  Const*,  art.  G,  occ,  2, 

(3)  2  Rev.  wtat.,  1852'Burn3 

,  ,  49-2802.  J 

(4)  Acts  1905;  Burns  10-5310. 

(5)  Actc  1S0G;  Bums  9-1001. 


(C)  2  iUv,  Stat.,  1852;  Bu'rn3 

49-290.0 

(?)  Acts  1881,  spc.  sess.; 

.burns  3-1  Gl  9. 
(C;  Acts  18G1  spo,  gogg . j  Burn: 

2-4101. 

(9)  Acts  190G;  Burns  9-2232. 
(10)  Acts  1899;  Burns  2C-510. 


investigations  and  Reports 

79.    SHERIFF ' S  DOCKET,  1874--.    4  vole. 
Record  of  court  actions,  snowing  date,  names  of  parties  to  action,  1  ind 
of  writ,  date,  nature  of  service,  name  of  court,  by,  whom  issued,,  fees, 
and  date  returned.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  parties  served,  Rdw* 
250  pp.  18  :<:  12  x  2>V.     2  vols.,  187C-1930,  attic,  stg,  rra.;  2  vols., 

# 

1930—,  snf.  off. 

GO.    SEEP.  IFF' S  RECORD  OF  JUROR'S  Tli.E,  ELICHMT    IRfflST  COURT  1873 

* 


record  of  juror's  tine  in  serving  on  court  cases,  showing  name  of  juror, 
township,  residence,  telephone,  date  of  service,  number  of  trips  and 
miles  each  trip,  total  days  and  mileage,  date  certified  to  clerk,  and 
total  expense.    Ho  index,    Rdw.    ISO  pp.  14  x  11  X  1. 

81.    PRI GOITERS'  RECORD,  1915—,     3  vols. 
Record  of  prisoners  committed  to  jail,  showing  natnp  of  person  arrested, 
rosiden.ee,  date  arrested,  sex,  married  or  single,  age,  detailed  des- 
cription, date  of  birtn,  nature  of  crime  committed,  and  remarks.  Indexed 
alph,  by  names  of  prisoners.    Hdw*    1  vol.,  1915-17, attic  stg,  nr.,;  2  vols., 
1917— ,     shf.  off* 


Sheriff  7 
Invest u gations  nnd  Reports  (continuous 

02.  dep(art:e;:t)  of  public  safety;  1950--.   1  file  bo-.. 

Card  index  for   identifying  and  locating  accident  and  grimes  end  persons 
accused,   showing  name     and  address,  name  of  v.ritnccc ,  place  of  business 
or  accident,  and  nature  of  collision.    Mb  index.     15  x  24  x  11. 

Execution  Records 

83.     EXECUTION  DOCKET.,  CIRCUIT  COURT,,  1901—.     1  vol.. 
Record  of  orders  of  executions  on  sale  of  judgments,  showing  date  and 
amount  of  judgment,  kind  of  wit,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
cost,  assessment  procoss,  dato  issued,  and  total  amount.     Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  plaintiff  and  dofondant.    Hdw.    500  pp.  1G  x  12  x  2. 

84-.     EXECUTION  DOCKET,  SUPERIOR  COURT,  1901--.     2  vols. 
Record  of  orders  of  executions  on  sale  of  judgments,  showing  date  ohd 
amount  of  juegment,  kind  of  writ,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
assessment  process,  cost,  date  issued,  and  total  amount.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  defendant  and  plaintiff.    Hdw>     500  pp.  16  x  12  x  2. 

85.  SHERIFF'S  RECORDS..   ( SALES.);,  1899— .    4  file  boxes. 

Record  of  real  and  personal  property  to  be  sold  for  delinquent  taxes, 
showing  dato,  description  and  location  of  property,  and  date  of  sale  as 
advertised.    No  index.    4  x  4  x  12. 

86.  SHERIFF'S  RECORDS,  (SALES),  1899—*     2  file  boxes. 

Record  of  property  sold  as  advertised,  showing  date  of  sale,  description 
of  property  sold,  and  total  amount  of  sale.    Ho  index.    4  x  4  x  12. 


Execution  fteoor&s  (continued) 

87.    SHERIFF'S  RECORD,  (CERTIFICATE  OF  GALE),  1899— .    4  Tile  boxes 
Certificates  convoying  title  of  property  bought  at  sheriff  a  sale, 
showing  date,  names  of  owner  and  or  purchaser,  description  or  property, 
and  amount  cf  sale*    Ho  index,    4  x  4  x  U', 

SO,    SHERIFF'S  RECORDS,  (DEEDS),  1899—.    2  file  boxes. 
Transfer  of  title  to  property  ac  sold  b    sheriff,  showing  date,  names  of 
owner  and  of  purchaser /"location  and  description  of  real  estate,  and 
amount  of  sale.    No  index.    -'  x  C  x  12. 

Fee  and  Casn  Book 

89,    SHERIFF 1 S  CAS; I  BOOK,  ELKHART  SUPERIOR  COURT,  1392—.    6  vols. 
(1-6). 

Record  of  fees  collected,  showing  date,  nsmc  of  payer,  title  of  cause, 
kind  of  writ  served,  amount  received,  purpose,  and  amount  due  county, 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    <100  pp.  16  x  12  x  2. 

90*    SHERIFF'S  FEES,  1893—.    11  vols. 
Eocord  of  service,  docket,  and  mileage  fees,  showing  cause  no.,  date, 
name  of  party,  service  ond  return  date s, and  total  amount.  Indexed 
alpn,  by  names  of  parties,    &djw>    400  pp.  18  x  I'd  x  2;V,    C  vols., 

lUv'0".U'i.J.""j    5X11.    01  j.  . 

91.    SHERIFF'S  RECORD  OF  MILEAGE,  EHUIART  CIRCUIT  COURT  J  1929— 
1  vol. 

Record  of  mileage  on  serving  papers  of  process,  showing  date,  none  of 
person  served,  no.  or  title  of  cause,  none  of  court,  nilea^o,  and  amount 
paid.    K0  index,    Hdw,     700  pp.  15  x  8  x  2, 
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92.    ATLAS  PLAT  BOOK  OF  ELKIlMtT  COULTY,  1092-1929,    1  vol. 
Political  plat  odol:t  showing  twps.,  range  end  section  nos.,  lakes, 
rivers,  schools*  churches,  cities,  towns,  railroads,  ihterurbans  roads 
and  highways.    Black  and  v:hitc,  printed,    Kb  scale  given.    120  pp. 
10  x  10  x  lj# 


DC.  CORONER 


'Aio  coroner  is  a  6on's titutional  officer  elected  for  two  years 
without  restriction  on  reelection,  (l)    ltd  is  required  to  post  a 
bond  for  not  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  nor  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars.  (2)     The  office  was  in  existence  before  1851  by 
virtue  of  the  Constitution  of  1816.  (3) 

The  coroner  is  required  to  investigate  deaths 'by  violence, 
by  accident,  and  of  suspicious  nature,  and  to  determine  the  cause 
and  manner  of  death.    He  holds  inquests  without  a  jury,  (4)  and  my 
subpena  witnesses  and  employ  u  physician  to  make  a  postmortem  ex- 
amination, (5)  filing  his  report  and  verdict  with  the  clerk  of  the 
circ\iit  court.  (6)    He  is  a  peace  officer  with  the  same  powers  as 
the  sheriff,  (7)  and  acts  as  sheriff  in  cases  of  absence,  vacancy, 
interest,  or  incapacity,  (8)  and  serves  Warrants  on  the  sheriff  if 
necessary,  (9) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  BIkhart  County  is  1830* 
The  records  are  located  in  the  coroner's  office,  room  131,  Mongers 
Bldg.,  Elkhart,  Indiana. 


(1)  Const «  1051,  art*  6.  sec,,  2# 

(2)  2  Rev,  Stat.  1852,  Acts  1933; 
Burns  49-2901. 

(3)  Const.  1816,  art.  4,  sec.  25, 

(4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Acts  1871, 
and  Acts  1379  spc.  sess.; 
Burns  49-2904. 

(5)  2  Aev.  Stat.  1352;  Burns 
49-2906. 


( C j  2  IlCV.  otat*  lee2,  Acts 
1379  spc.  sess.;  Burns 
49-2909. 

(7)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1352,  Acts 
1933;  Burns  49-2901. 

(8)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Burn£ 
49-2902. 

(9)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Burns 
49-2903. 


(79) 


no 

93.    COROHER-'S  RECORD,  (uEC1.A;.,j:.!j),  3&35— .    1  vol. 
Record  of  invo Ligations  in  cases  of  violonb  or  unexplained  deaths, 
show&j|g  name,  residence,  age,  date  and  place  of  death,  flhysitt&X 
description  of  deceased,  and  cause  of  death.     Indoxcd  alph.  by  names 
of  deceased.     Hdw.    1000  pp.  12  x  11  X  2. 


AUDI'I'OR 


The  Auditor  in  a  constitutional  off ib^jOlecteB  for  a  four-; -oar 
term.  (1)    Tro  person  can  ftbld  office  for  more  than  two  consecutive 
ter\-!fl .  (2)    Vc  in  required  to  post  bond  in  trie  amount  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  (b) 

This  office  is  the  center  of  county  administration.  Financial 
affairs  are  transacted  through  it  and  here  the  records  of  county 
business  are  preserved. 

The  auditor^  principal  functions  arc  fourfold:    Ac  a  county 
"controller",  he  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  count''-  and  issue;;  warrants 
for  all  claims,  and  also  claims  approved  by  the  commissioners.  (4) 
v-x  officio  he  acts  as  clerk  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  (5)  the  ■ 
county  council,  (6)  and  the  board  of  tax  adjustment,  (7)  and  as  secre- 
tary to  the  board  of  finance.  (8)    He  is  also   a  member  and  the  secre- 
tary of  the  board  of  review.  (9)    As  a  tax  officer,  he  prepares  the 
official  tax  duplicates,  (10)  and  certifies  to  the  treasurer  the  amount 
of  taxes  duo  from  banks •  (11)    As  budget  officer,  hm  compiles  estimates 
made  to  him  by  ^ach  county  agency  and  submits  them  to  the  county 
council.  (12) 

\inor  routine  duties  are  keeping  a  land  transfer  record  boo]:,  (lb) 
managing  the  common  school  fund,  the  congressional  tov^ishi-  school  fund 
as  a  member  of  the  school  fund  board,  (14)  and  apportioning  semi- 
annually the  interest  of  these  funds  to  the  school  corporations;  ('-1-5 ') 
preparing  the  ditch  duplicate  coverin"  assessments  for  construction  or 
repair  of  ditches  and  drains;  (16)  issuing  peddlers*  licenses;  (17)  and 


(31) 


Audi  tor 
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public  warcnouso  poroiitaj  (13)  acknowledging  docds  and  mortgages 
exocuted  fox*  the  security  of  -trust  funds;  (lo)  and  approving  bonds  of 
tovmship  trustcos.  ( CO  j 

i'iio  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Ellaiart  bounty  is  1G  1,  All 
tho  records  ore  located  in  the  auditor's  northv/est  vault  in  the  court- 
house, unless  othcrvrisc  stated* 


(1)  1  ~cv,  Stat.  1352;  Burns  49-3001. 

(2)  Const.,  art.  G,  sen.  2. 

(3)  Acts  1399,  Burnn  49-3003. 

(4)  1  Rev,  Stat,  1352;  Burns 
49-3005;  Acts  139Y;  Burns 

(5)  1  Rev.  Stab,  1352;  Burns  26-611. 

(5)  Acts  1399;  Burns  2C-509* 
(7)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-304, 
(S)  Acts  1907;  Burns  61-SOG. 
(9)  Acts  1919,  1920  spo*  scss.; 
Burns  64-1201, 

(10)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1403. 

(11)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-310. 


Audits  and  Reports 

94.  AUDITOR'S  VEJ3UE  RECORD,  1"'25— .    1  vol. 

Record  of  costs  of  change  of  venue,  shov/ing  date  filed,  cause,  trial, 
and  clerk,  sheriff,  bailiff,  end  licence  fees.    Arr.  chron,  Hdw, 
200  pp.  14  5  14  JS  2. 

95.  AUDITOR'S  QUIETUS  OF  STATE  AIR)  COURTY    1919—,    1  file  be::. 
Statements  of  auditor's  settlement  of  funds,  state  auditor's  receipts, 
and  treasurer's  record  of  money  forwarded  to  state  auditor.    No  indc:c. 
15  x  10      5.    Tr.  vt. 

9G.    SETTLEMENT  SHEETS,  1837-190G.    1  file  box. 
Settlement  sheets  of  county  revenue  collections,  including  state, 


(12)  Acts  1399;  Burns  23-520. 

(13)  Acts  1019;  Burns  64*1409. 

(14)  Acts  13G5?  Burns  28-104;  • 

Acts  13C5,  1935;  Burns, 

.     .     1936  supplll  23-209. 

(15)  Acts  1879;  Burns  28-235. 

(1C)  Acts  1953;  Burns  27-134, 
(I?)  1  Rev.  Stat,  1852;  Burns 
42-204. 

(18)  Acts  1375,  1879  spc,  scss.; 
Burns  67-201. 

(19)  1  Rev,  Stat,  1352;  Burns 
'.'9-3011. 

(20)  Acts  1915;  Burns  6 5-1 03 # 


county,  -hvo.,  tui  ti  on ,  road,  'by,,  cor  porn  l-.iovi  ,  liljrary.j  wntor  anyl 
electric  funds.    Arr.  chron.     13  ::  10      5,    And.  sw.  yt« 

07.     PUBLIC  RECORDS,  1925—.     1  file  box.     ,  . 
State  oxor:'  nor '  s  report  of  county  records ,  and  statement  of  expenses, 
chow  .in  ;  da  I  t-,  name  of  office,  service,  railroad  fo.ro,  daily  per/,  and  to  to 
Arr.  chron.     13  x  10  x  5. 

98.  REPORTS  OF  STATE  BOARD  07  A0C0U1TTS ,  1925—.    2  file  boxes. 
Field  examiner*  s  report  of  recorder  and  other  county  officers,  showing 
namR  of  state  exaniner,  date,  itemized  statement  of  expense  of  exam- 
ination, claiqi  and  warrant  nos.,  in  v.'hose  favor,  amount,  corporation., 
daily  nay,  transportation,  aiid  total..  Arr.  cliron.    L  x  9  x  13.    Aud.  sw. 

99.  TREASURER'S  MONTHLY  REPORTS,  192/--.     1  file  box-  (o)« 

J "onthly  cash  renort  of  treasurer,  showing  itemized  report  on  revenue, 
receipts  and  disbursements,  total  amount  of  cash  or  hand,  and  amount 
disbursed.    Arr.  chron.     13  x  10  x  5.    And.  sw.  vt. 

100.  CLERK'S  QUARTERLY  REPORTS ,  1524— .    1  file  box. 
Quarterly  financial  renortc  of  clerk  of  circuit  and  sun^rior  courts, 
showing  name  of  clerk,  date,  court  cost,  marriage  licenses,  mi s c e 1 1 anco us 
state  and  count;/-  dockets,  Jury  fees,  fines,  forfeitures,  and  total 
amount •   Arr •  chron.    13  %  10  x  5*    And,  ex,-,  vt. 

10.1.    RECORDER'S  Q',TTART""RLY  REPORTS,  1923—.     1  file  box.  (4). 
Recorder's  quarterlv  renort  of  fees'  collected  on  deeds,  shov/in^ 
transcript,  rortgagc,  michanic.»s  lien,,  chattel  mortgage ,  release, 
irnmont .    newer  of  attornov,  end  articles  of  income:-''  ta  on ; 


Audita  and,  Reports  (coiibinupcO 

marginal  releases  and  assignments,  showing  210,  of  instrument,  amount, 
.date,  raid  signature  of  recorder  and  auditor.    J-rr.  chron#    4  x  0  ::  13« 
Aud,  sw,  vt. 

102.  SHERIFF'S  QUARTERLY  REPORTS,  1923—.    1  Tile  bo::  (%) 
Sheriff's  quartorly  report  of  X'oca  collected,  showing  date,  collection 
from  sales,  ivy  its  collected  and  retained,  fees  taxed  and  received  i'ron 
cleric,  deeds.'  certificate's',  ira sc cl lanoous ,  total  amount  collected,  and 
sheriff's  aignature.    Arr.  chron.    13  x  10  x  5,    Aud«  sr.-.  vt. 

103.  TRUSTY'S  REPOAT,  1037— .    20  file  boxes. 

Tv.p.  trustee's  report  to  advisory  board,  showing  receipts  slid  disbursement 
tuition  fund,  school  fund,  and  road,  library,  and  dog  funds.  Arr. 
chron.     12  x  G  x  4.    Aud.  bstttt.  vc, 

104.  OTlfSKIE  TRUSTY'S  DOG  REPORTS,  1929—.    3  file  boxes. 
Trustee's  reports  of  dog  fund  receipts,  showing  expenditures  and 
orders,  receipts,  disbursements,  reders  issued  outstanding,  date  paid, 
voucher  no.,  and  amount.    Arr.  by  tv/ps0    13  z  10  x  5.    Aud.  sw»  vt. 

105.  LfcDGEi  TOV.liSJIIP  BUSINESS,  1G59-01.    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Pccord  of  accounts  payable  to  various  county  funds,  showing,  aottiea  of  twp. 
and  road,  apecial  school,  common  school,  and  dog  funds,  twp, ,  tuitions,  ,and 
reports  of  trustee  on  receipts  and  expenditures.    Arr,  alph.  by  names 
of  townships,    hdw.    375  pp.  1G  x  11  x  1  3/4.    Aud.  bsnt.  vt. 

10G.    TGVgTGLIP  YCo'Cn-IIS,  1933—.    4  file  boxes, 
vouchers  for  payment  of  groceries  for  poor  relief,  showing  vouchor  no., 
date,  name,  fund  no.,  itemised  statement,  and  total.    Arr,  by  voucher  noc, 
13  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  sw.  vt. 


Auditor 

Audits  and  Report^  ( ©ontinwact) 

107.     .IT'STICK  OP  PEAC9  Hi'jl-TJ,  1C07— .     1  file  bo::. 
Reports  of  .'justice  of  peace  courts,  showing  names  of  justice  arid  twp.f 
docket  nago ,  dato  of  judgment,  fines,  docket  fees,  name  of  prosecutor, 
and  amount  naid.    Arr.  chron.    IS  ;:  10  x  5. 

106,.   (REPORTS j  IIIFIPJ  AKY  0?  COT'PTY,  A] ID  HIGIfu'AY  5TTPRRT«;T.R  DEI IV  S)  , 
1950—.    1  file  box. 
Reports  on  financial  expenditures  frorn  superintendents  of  county  infir- 
mary and  highways .  to  auditor.    Arr.  chron.   '13  x  10  x  5. 

109.  REPORT  OF  PROSEOUTIPG  A-TTORxXY.  AFD  CITY  JUDGE ,  1951-34.  1 
fi  lo  box. 

Monthly  reports  of  the  prosecuting  attorney,  judge,  and  justice  of 
peace  on  all  fees  collected  for  the  month.    Arr.  chron.     13  x  10  x  5. 
Aud  •  sw»  vt  • 

110.  COURT  ALLOV./l"CES ,  -  JURY  ATTD  IISCELL/JTECUS  T/AH&TS,  IS  19— . 
4  file  boxes. 

Record  of  court  allowances ,  showing  warrant  210.,  amount,  purpose,  date, 
page  end  order  nos. ,  mileage  fee,  transcript  of  judgment .  clai™,and  oat  lis 
of  members  of  county  board  of  review.    Arr.  chron.    13  x  10  x  5. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 

111.  A7"'- J  TOR'S  FEE  AID  9  ASH  EOOP,  1904—.    11  vols. 

Record  of  all  cash  handled  by  auditor,  showing  date  received,  name  of 
nayer,  transfer  fee*    school  fund,  mortgage,  nrvnroving  bonds  and 
contracts,  tax  deeds,  and  certificates .    Arr.  chron.    "r;w.     500  up. 
19  x  10  x  2. 


Auditor  q£ 

Rooqin'tp  and  iJi.GbujrnoinontjB  (oontj  RupxiJ 

112.  RECpliP  OK  RECEIPTS,  113-' C —  .    10  vqIo.  (l-l'l,  mvl  5  voir;. 

not  numbered)*    Title  varies:    Auditor's  Register  of  Receipts. 
Rocord  of  receipts,  plowing  date,  receipt  no.,  nraftie  of  payor,  o.gainst 
vmieh  fund,  amount  and  remarks;  rcgistor  oi'  receipts,  shov/ing  trust 
and  school  funds,  hank  tax,  surplus  rovonue,  and  delinquent  tax.  Arr. 
cbron.    Hdw.     200  pp.  10  x  12  x  l;j.    5  vols.,  1010-32,  aud.  bsrat#  vt.j 
14  vols.,  1002 — ,  aud.  nw.  vt. 

113.  AUDITOR'S  REPORTS  OF  FJjES  00'  LOOTED,  1020—.    1  file  bo::  (2;. 
Editor's  reports  of  fcos  collected,  :Lv.migration  permits  to  enter  and 
visit  U.  S.,  school  fund  adrnini  strati  or ,  reports,  c  ommi  s  sioner  s  *  s^r.cns, 
transfer,  ditch,  highway,  gravel  road,  miscellaneous  and  lieuor  license 

fees,  school  fund  mortgage,  approving  bonds  and  contracts,  tax  deeds 
and  certificates,  assig/oner.t  of  tax  titles,  total  amount  collected, 
ojnount  due  county,  date,  and  signature  of  auditor.    Arr*  chron,    10  ::  10 
x  5.    Aud.  svr.  vt. 

114.  ZlSG-IjSTER  OF,  ORDERS,  1040-01.    0  vols. 

Register  of  orders  drawn  on  treasurer  for  various  county  expenses, 
shov;ing  date,  claim  and  warrant  nos.,  in  vnose  favor,  and  amount.  Arr. 
chron.    Hd\y»     300  pp.  15  x  11  x  2.    Aud,  bsmt,  v'c. 

115.  AUDITOR'S  ACCCURTS,  1060-06.     5  vols0  (1-4,  and  1  vol.  net 
numbered).    Title  vo.ries:    Auditor's  Register,  1360-75. 

Record  of  treasurer's  expenses,  snowing  disbursements,  date,  "arrant  no., 
to  whom,  issued,  purpose,  by  Whom  issued,  and  total;  county  officer's 
miscellaneous  expenses,  shov/ing  date,  order  no.,  nn:::c  of  claimant,  pur- 
pose, and  total.    Arr,  chron,    Hdw.    425  pp.  21  x  16  x  2.    Aud.  bsmt#  vt. 


Auditor  07 
Eocoipts  and  Diobufrsemoftts  i,  continued  J 

lie.  rcon  R^.iEPj  1095--.   20  nio  boxes.   iG98-ioo7,  1910-32, 

pissing* 

•opicc  oi'  pviroiio.se  orders  issued  to  poor  relief  clients,  shov.inr  poor 
relief  vou  hers,  incdi.:al  o.id,  food,  clothing,  fuel,  order  no.,  no.r.cs  of 
twp,  pjid  client,  case  no.,  rvnd  mount,    Arr.  ■  hron.     15  x  10  x  5. 

117.    I^SCEljyVlJSOUS  PiAPEHS,  1927-51.    1  Tile  box. 
Quietus  receipts,  ghowinj;  money  received  by  auditor  and  paid  into 
treasurer's  offices*    Arr,  by  coupon  ncs,  13  x  10  x  5. 

'J-'OXCS 

--cprai  :;o/o^;c 

113.    TPJLITSFEE  EDGE    18-15—.    207  vols. 
Record  of  transfer  of  lands,  •. showing  name,  description,  section, 
acreage,  lot,  block,  value  of  land  and  lots,  nones  of  grantee  and  grantor 
additional  improvements  and  value  of  improvements ,  addresses  of  grantee 
and  granter,  nature  of  instrument,  date  transferred,  date  of  deed,  and 
transfer  fees.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  towns  or  twos.     --dw.  end  typed. 
500  pp.  10  :■:  1-1  x  5.     205  vols.,  1845-1925,  aud.  bsmt.  vt.j  84  vols., 
1925 — ,  aud.  rev/,  vt. 

115.    AEVIDAYITS-PEOFER?::  TRANSFERS ,  lSSl— .    1  file  be:-:, 
•"■f  lidavits  for  claims  on  property  of  deceased,  showing  transfer  to  heirs, 
date,  name's  of  deceased  and  heirs,  o.nd  description  and  location  of  proper 
Indexed  alph.  by  nojr.es  of  do  -cased.     15  :•:  10  x  5.    *'-ud.  sw.  vt. 


jlT.d:l  tor  00 
1  axos — Appro!  soiv.onba  ( con  tinucci ) 

120.  poad  tax  axd  tax  l^/xe's,  iooy--.  i  file  box. 

ertificatcs  of  town,  twp.,  wad  road  levies,  shoWih'g  nam©  of  fund,  date, 
amounts,  and  total.     13  x  10  x  5# 

121.  BMFK  STATELETS,  1908—.    4  file  boxes. 

financial  statement  of  banks,  shov/ing  list  of  stockholders,  aricl  capital 
stock;  also  assessment  lists  of  telephone,  telegraph,  and  railroad 
property.    Arr.  chron.    ik'6  x  10  x  5. 

122.  BlIILDIPG  AID  LGAX  ASSOCIATION,  1933—.    1  file  box. 

Record  of  monthly  tax  reports,  showing  capital  Stock',  surplus,  deposits, 
and  undivided  profits,    Arr,  chron.     15  x  10  :;  5-» 

123.  CORPORATION  STATE:  Bl  TS,  1930-32.     1  file  box. 

P.ecord  of  valuation  of  corporate-property  in  county,  showing  nor.es 

of  stockholder g,  number  of  shares,  par  value,  and  casn  value.    Arr,  chron. 

13  x  10  x  G. 

124.  IIITAIIGIBLE  TAX  STANPS,  195-:—.    1  file  bo::. 

Reocrpl:  of  strnps  for  intangible  taxes,  snowing  color,  quantity,  prrice, 
and  total  amount  received,    Ary,  chron.    13  x  10  pc  5. 
For  other  recorus,  see  entry  164. 

125.  STATE  ROAD  TAX  COI.NISSIGNEPCC  '  CIDERS,  1925 — .     2  fil«  boxes. 
Orders  of  state  board  on  additional  appropriations  for  county  taxes 

on  real  estate,  showing  date  of  meeting,  minutes  of  meeting,  and 
subioct|s  uioouased.    Arr.  ciiron«     lo  x  10  x  5. 

Po  t  am  s 

12G.    XCPTCACE  EXERTIONS,  REAL  ESTATE,  1900-1935.    72  vols. 
Peooru  of  affidavits  for'mortgage  exemption,  showing  1  vbo,  nano  of  o  r- 


'.''•v.o n- '"voturns  (continued) 

amount  of  mortgage i  amount  of  exemption,  date,  soal,  and  signature  of 
aaseGcor.    Indexed  alph.  "by  names  or  owners,    Hdw.    200  -j  .  !•'      9  x  lo. 

127.    L'ORTGAGZ  TAX  REEURDS ,  1955*    1  rile  hoxj 
claims  Tor  refund  on  mer'tgage  tax,  showing  warrant  no.,  date,  nature 
of  claim,  amount  approved,  raid  name  of  auditor..      rr «  by  wc rrant  I'los. 
15  x  10  x  5  •    Aud  i  svT|  vb. 

12C.    SOLDIERS1  EXB1OTI027S,  1920—.    10  vols. 
Record  of  reduction  on  total  assessment  in  real  estate  and  personal 
property  of  Soldiers,  showing  date,  r.a:;o,  twp*,  eLgej  date  discharged, 
re.  ir.xnt,  location  of  property,  and  total  as  segment  *    Indexed  alpn.  by 
nasties  of  soluierb. "  Hdw.    50  pp.  10  x  7  x         5  vol  a.,  1920-50,  attic 
Stg.  rm.;  5  vols.,  1950 — ,  as'-sr*  off. 

Lists 

129.    ASSESSOR'S  BGOE,  1900— »     976  vols. 
Record  of  assessments,  showing  name  of  owner,  description  of  reel  estate, 
section,  lot,  value,  twp.,  range,  block  or  s"guare ,  acreage,  valuation  of 
lands,  of  lots,  of  improvements,  total  value,  value  of  additional 
improvements,  mortgage  and  soldiers 1  exemptions,  net  value  of  intangibles, 
and  remarks.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  taxpayers,    k'dvr.    150  pp.  11  x 
9  x  l£.    19CC-1930,  attic  stg.  rm.;  1920— ,  as  sr.  off. 

150,     vALbATxCR  CP  REAL  ESTATE,  1057-59.    2  vols. 
Record  of  valuation  of  real  estate  and  improvements  in  county,  shcxRr.r; 
nemo '  of  ov.iicr,  description  and  location  of  lend,  town,  city,  value,  and 
remarks.    Indexed  el ph.  by  names  of  taxpayers.    Hdw,    255  pp.  15  x  10  x 
1  c  /  -  .    I  »ug. .  e  smt .  vt . 


00 

Ajjditpr 

— i.ists  Continued) 

151.    ASSg&Sj  :;..T  LIS  a,  1990--.     C1G  vole. 
Assessor ' s  list,  chewing  name,  address,  age,  iiouscnold  £ocds,  £a&B 
implements,  fixtures,  schedule  of  per sorial.  prcporty,  intangibles,  kind 
of  personal  property,  and  denature  of  taxpayer.    Indexed  alpha  fey 
iicjf.ee  of  taxpayers.    Hdflri      00  pp.  14  x  0  ::  2&«    1900-1930,  attic 
stg.  mi. j  1930 — ,  ossr.  off. 

■ 

Delinquent.':  and  Erroneous 


152.   delipqueet  tax  eecoEvO,  1343-1934.  4  vole. 

I've  cord  of  delinquent  taxes,  shov.'inr  date,  name  of  ov.v.cr,  description, 
amount  of  tax  delinquent,  and  total  amount.    Arr .  by  tv/pc.    --'dv;.     230  pp. 
15  x  12  x  lw.    3  vols,,  18i2-1902,  aud.  bsfot,  vt.j  1  vol.,  1902-34,  aud. 
nvr .  vt . 

135.    DELIEQUEHT  A55SSS;.I;::TS,  1925--,    1  file  box. 
Record  of  paid  delinquent  taxes  filed  by  auditor,  shov/irig  date,  name  of 
payer,  amount  of  property,  amount  of  assessment,  delinquent  charge,  and 
date  paid.    Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  taxpayers.    15  x  10  ::  3.    Aud.  sr.-. 

vv  . 

154.     "TAX  :JZI;?IFI.:ATEG",  1341-1915,     25  file  boxes. 
Accord  of  property  cold  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  and  deeds  ^iven,  siiov;- 
in^  date  cf  sale,  le^al  notes,  sale  price,  interc strand  penalty  due  on 
property.    Arr.  by  certificates  nos.    8  x  5  x  •  .     24  file  boxes,  1841-1906, 
aud  sw.  bsmt.  vt,;  1  file  box,  1907-15,  aud,  nitf.  vt. 

135.    TAX  SALE  PEDE:  PTI0X  CP  SOLD  PROPERTY,  1920—.    11  file  boxes. 
Eecord  of  the  sale  of  property  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  showing  names 
of  property  ov/ner,  and  buyer,  date  sold,  amount,  and  date  filed,  Arr. 
chron.    15  x  10  x  5.    Aud,  sw,  vt. 


Audi  UjJ? 

'"exes — Dalinquen bs  and  Erroneous  (conti  mod) 

15C.     TPJlASTTvEIi'S  RT'OE:  ??S,  1917—.     1  file  bo::. 
Kecord  of  treasurer '  s  receipts  on  account  of  redemption  of  tax  :,alc 
cortif icatcs ,  showin;-  interest  on  -loan,-  common  s.eho9l  interest,  no., 
date,  amount  of  orincipal,  from  whom  received,  and  to  what  account 
credited.    Arr.  ohron.     13  x  10  x  5. 

School  Funds 

> 

157.  SCHOOL  FUliB  L0AH3,  18C9— .     8  vols. 

liegister  of  receipts  by  treasurer  on  school  fund  loans,  shewing  date, 
kind  of  fund,  no.,  tov.n,  .  ran^e ,  amount,  and  date  of  payment*  Arr. 
chron.    Hdw.     300  op.  1G  x  11  x  l\.    5  vols.,  1869-1902,  aud.  bsmt.  v 
3  vols.,  1902 — ,  and.  sw.  vt. 

158.  SCHOOL  FITHD  "OHTGAOES,  184-8  —  .     1  file  bore. 

School  fund  mort^ayos  and  warrants ,  showinr.;  name ,  description  of  pro 
pcrty,  location,  warrant  no.,  amount  of  •  mortgage,  interest,  and  total. 
Arr.  chron.     15  :•:  10  x  5. 

139.  L0AHS,  1890—.     51  file  boxes. 

School  fund  loans  and  mor br-a-es ,  showinr;  date,  names  of  mortgagor  -and 
j-.iort'-a.'-'ee.  ojaount  of  'ort-^.';e,  loan  no.,  and  description  of  oroocrty. 
Arr.  by  loan  ncs.   15     10  x  5« 

140.  SCHOOL  FUND  LOANS,  1955—.    1  file  box. 

Abstracts  of  deeds,  showing  list  of  rc.l  estate  secured  by  riort-a-c  • 
for  soho'ol  fund  loans.     Arr .  chron.     15  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  sw..vi. 

ikXe,  141.   school  i%;o.  OTpu'ift,  luuo— -.   i  nu<  box. 

Auditor '  s  report  of  distribution  of  school  Revenue,  showing  number  of 


jurulor 

School  Funds  (continued) 

ohildren  in  each  twp*,  tov/n  or  city,  cor-,  on  school  revenue,  con^ess- 

ionol  twp*  revenue,  revenue  from  liquor  licenses. dog  fund,  end  total  tuition 

) 

revenue  of  twp*,  to\,n,  or  city.    Arr.  chron*    13  3c  10  x  5*    Aucl*  sw.  vt* 

142,    SCHOOL  REPORTS,  1000-10.     2  file  boxes* 
School  fund  reports,  showing  date  due,  report  of  bdmmori  school  revenue, 
memorandum,  amount;  ready  for  apportionment,  and  amount  ready  for 
distribution*    Arr*  chron*    10  x  10  x  5* 

143*    APPLICATION  TO  PAY,  1919-24*      1  file  box. 
Tax  applications,  showing  date,  amount,  on  account  of,  and  auditor's  name* 
Ho  index.     3L3  x  10  x  5. 

Official  and  Surety  Bonds 

144.  OLD  TRUSTEES1  3 01. OS,  1000-12.    1  file  box. 

Record  of  trustee  bonds  posted  before  taxing  public  office,  showing  oath 
of  trustee,  and  signature  of  auditor*    Arr.  by  iiar.es  of  twpo*    13  x  10  >:  5* 

145.  TRUSTEES  AIID  SCHOOL  BOARD    1922—,     1  file  box. 

i 

Record  of  trustee's  certificates  of  election,  showing  oath  of  twp,  trustee, 
twp,,  county,  name  of  trustee,  addroos,  name  of  auditor,  amount  of  bond, 
and  condition  of  obligation.    Arr.  chron*    IS  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  sve.  vt« 

Liquor  Licenses  and  Bonds 

146.  LIQUOR  LICEESE  ARB  APPLICATION  ARD  B0RD    1C0G-1G.     1  file  box. 
Applications  for  liquor  licenses,  and  retailer's  bonds,  showing  name, 
date,  amount  of  bond,  twp*,  and  name  of  city  or  town,    Arr.  chror..  15 

x  10  x  5. 


Audi  bpje 


miscellaneous  Records 

U-7.    REGISTRATION  OF  ELECTIQIf    1921—.    1  Tile  box. 
Record  of  elections,  showing  none  and  address  of  candidate  placed  on 
registration  book  in  accordance  with  a  \vritten  agreement  of  the  chair- 
nan  of  his  political  party.    Arr.  by  tops,,  thereunder  clph.  by  names 
of  voters,    lo  a  10  7.  5,    Aud,  sxr*  vt, 

frlaps 

1-18*    ELKHART  COUBTYj  not  dated.    1  map, 
Communucations  map*  showing  hard  surface  roads,  gravel  roads, .dirt 
roads,  steam  railroads,  electric  railroads,  water  courses,  and  schools. 
Published  at  Chicago,  111,,  by  Standard  Kap  Company.    Printed,  Ho 
scale  given.    30"  x  20",    Aud,  off, 

149.  ROAD  LAP  OF  ELXEART  COUHTY,  not  dated,    1  map, 

Soiaauni cations  map,  showing  location  of  roads  in  the  county,  Printed. 
To  scale  given,    41"  :■:  44".    Aud,  off. 

150.  CITY  OF  EIZEART,  INDIA27A,  102?,    1  map* 

Plat  map,  showing  additions,  streets,  lot  numbers,  rivers,  and  churches 
of  Elkhart.    Printed,    1"  to  -  00  ft.    55  x  CD,    Aud,  off. 

151.  GOSIIEM",  IPDIAIA,  1926*    1  map. 

Plat  map,  showing  additions,  streets,  lot  numbers,  rivers,  and  churches 
Published  at  Goshen,  Ind»,  by  Gripe  Abstract  Company.  Printed,  ho  sco 
given,     50  x  51,    Aud.  off. 

152.  JAL2STCT/1T,  BRISTCE,  ELKHART,  MDDLE3URY,  VISTULA,  BEITT01I, 
NEW  PARIS,  MILLERSBURG,  VJAKARUSA,  AMD  WATER  FOPD,  not  doted. 

55 G2  maps* 


A\.id3  tor 

Hops  (o&xvbinued) 

Plat  .nans,  showing  additions,  locations,  lot  numbers ,  street.-,,  rango s, 
rivers,  towns,  cities,  railroads',  and  lakes.    Printed.    1"  to  GO'. 
14-'    x  20:  .     Aud.  off. 

'   1135.     TGAAGIIIP  PLATS,  187o.     105  drawings. 
Inl:  drawings  of  township  plats.    Published  at  'loshen,  "End.    r.laol:  and 
white.    ITo  scale  giVen.    IS1   ;c  14  .    Aud.  mv,  vt« 


XI.  ASSESSOR 


The  office  of  count;;  assessor  v/ao  erected  by  an  act  of  1G01,  (l) 
This  officer  is  elected  for  a  four-year  tern,  there  being  no  prohibition 
against  successive  terms,    Qualifi cations  arc  established  by  lav/:  He 
must  be  a  continuous  freeholder  of  Elkhart  County  for  not  loss  than 
four  years  prior  to  the  date  of  his  election,  and  ho  Hiust  post  a  fi\-o 
thousand  dollar  bond,  vr<i.iA\  twp  or  more  £ood  frcenoid  surctios  approved 
by  the  auditor,  who  also  aclrdnistcrs  the  oath  of  office*    Ids  v.rorh  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  stave  board  of  tax  cpmmis  si  oners,  and  he  may 
bo  removed  by  that  board,  after  a  hearing,  for  incompetency,  neglect 
of  duty,  or  misconduct  in  office*  (2) 

The  duties  of  the  assessor  arc  to  examine  carefully  the  tax 
duplicates,  to  instruct  and  advise  the  tovmship  assessors,  to  revicv: 
their  returns,  to  assess  omitted  real  and  personal  property,  to  appraise 
estates  for  inheritance  taxes,  and  to  report  to  the  state  board  ar.y 
delinquencies  of  tovmship  assessors,  (o)    ho  is  also  required  to  examine 
public  records.  (4)    He  also  sets  the  value  upon  the  intangibles  for 
taxation,  (5<)*    H0  is  ex- officio  member  and  president  of  the  ElMiart 
County  board  of  re  view,  (c) 

The  inception  date  of  this  offico  in  Ejichart  County  is  1891  •  The 
records  arc  located  in  the  assessor's  office  in  the  courthouse,  unless 
otherwise  stated* 


(1)  Acts  1831,  ah.  90,  sec,  112. 

(2)  Acts  1S19j  Burns  B4-1101. 

(3)  Acts  1919j  Burns  64-1102* 

(95) 


(4)  Ibid* 

(5)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-905* 
(c)  Acts  1010,  1920  spc.  sess.; 

Burns  64-1201* 


lir  #    AUT01.10DILES  TAX  RECEIPTS,  1056--,    1C  vole.  (A-Z)« 
Record  of  automobile  tar.  rocoipts  by  turps. ,  showing;  date,  name  of 
ovnacr,  make  of  car,  year  "built,  no,  or  car,  nor  cop  ever,  and  mount  paid* 
Indexed  alph.  by  nariec  ol'  ov.iicrc.    Hdw.    100  pp.  11  x  0  ::  1. 

155*     C0U1JTY  ASSESSOR  SPECIAL  ASSESSliEPTS,  1911-17.    1  filo  bo::. 
Record  or  reassessments  of  onittod  property  Tor  which  a  five  dry  notice 
has  boon  given,  shov:ing  date,  anaQiffit,  noxie  of  otnaor,  description  of 
property,  and  location.    Arr.  chron,     13  ::  10  x  5.    Aud«  nv,  vb. 

156.  ASSESSPEL'TS  Ai;D  CORRECTIONS  PAYABLE,  1927--.    1  file  bo::. 
P.ccord  of  roasscssncnts  of  or.iitted  property  by  assessor,  showing  tvrp., 
city,  town,  goo.,  range  nunber,  acres,  lots,  description,  true  easn 

value,  and  "be-tsds.    Arr.  chron.    15  :c  10  ::  5.    Aud,  off, 

157.  RECORD  OF  APPOIRTIIRITS  0?  DEPUTY  ASSESSORS,  1S21-26. 
1  file  bo::. 

Pecord  of  appointments  of  deputy  assessors  by  assessor,  showing  name, 
oath,  date,  and  lengtn  of  appointment.    Arr.  chron.    15  :•:  10  :c  5, 


XII.    130AKD  OF  REVIEW 


Elkhart  County  has  a  board  for  the  annual  review  of  assessments 
and  tho  equalization  of  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property.  Tho 
board  is  cor.iposed  of  tho  assessor,  treasurer,  and  auditor,  ex  officio, 
end  tv/o  freeholders  of  opposite  political  partios,  appointed  annually 
by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court.    The  assessor  is  president  and  the 
auditor  is  secretary  of  the  board,  (l) 

From  1881  to  1891  the  duties  of  reviewing  and.  equalizing  tax 
assessments  were  performed  by  the  comity  board  of  equalization  consisting 
of  the  county  commissioners  and  four  freeholders  appointed  by  the 
circuit  judge.  (2j    The  law  of  1891  superseded  this  act  and  created  the 
board  of  revic*.v,  composed  of  the  treasurer,  assessor,  ond  auditor,  iz) 
The  act  of  1919  reestablished  the  board,  adding  the  two  freeholder 
appointments  to  its  membership.  (4-) 

It  is  tho  duty  of  the  board  to  mate  changes-  in  the  valuation  of  tho 
property  in  the  township  or  any  taxing  unit  within  the  township,  and  to 
determine  the  amount  to  be  added  or  deducted  in  order  to  make  an  equit- 
able equalization  of  taxes  throughout  the  county*  It  also  may  redeter- 
mine tho  valuation  of  any  particulsx  tract  or  lot  upon  complaint  of  the 
owner.  If  the  board  shall  find  the  aggregate  assessment  too  high,  too 
leer,  or  unequal,  it  may  set  aside  the  assessment  of  the  whole  county,  or 
of  any  township  or  taxing  unit  therein,  and  order  a  new  assessment.  (5) 

The  board  also  makes  a  general  review  of  assessment  lists  to 
discover  omitted  property  and  to  corrcot  errors  in  the  lists.  It 


(37) 


Board  o.f  Koviov/  J,j 

aGseGGeG  the  capital  stock  01  corporations  in  bhe  county,  except 
those  aGseoGod  by  the  stato  board  of  tax  commissioners,  such  as 
railroad,  telephone,  and  telegraph  companies*  (c) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  "Ikhart  County  is  1891.  The 
records  are  located  in  the  auditor's  north  west  vault  in  the  courthouses. 

(1)  Acts  1019;  Burns  64-1201,  (4)  Acts  1919;  Burns,  ibid. 
64-1205.  (5)  Ibid. 

(2)  Acts  1881,  ch.  96,  ,scc.  120*  (6)  Ibid. 

(3)  Acts  1091,  chi-  09,  .sec.  ,114. 

iSsi    RECORD  OF  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  1897--.    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Record  of  meeting  of  board  of  rcviev.r,  snowing    board  decisions,  amount 
of  taxe s  on  corporations,  and  a  review  of  property  taxed  unfairly. 
Arr.  chron.    1897-1913,  hdw.j  1913—,  typed.    400  pp0  12  x  10  ::  2. 


,} 


XIII.    BOARD  OF  TAX  ADJUSTMENT 


The  "board  of  tax  adjustment  of  Elldiart  County  consists  of  ono 
.member    of    the  county  council  selected  by  the  council,  and 
six  mombors  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court.    The  appoint- 
ees must  have  the  following  qualifications;  one  shall  be  a  township 
trustee  of  the  count;/-;  one  shall  be  a  mayor  or  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  an  incorporated  town  in  the  county;  one  shall  be  a 
member  of  the  board  of  school  commissioners  or  board  of  school  trustees 
or  the  board  of  education  of  a  school  city  or  a  school  town  in  the 
county;  and  three  shall  be  resident  freeholders  of  the  county  at  largej 
not  holding  any  public  office.    If  possible,  not  more  than  four  of  the 
members  of  the  board  should  belong  to  the  same  political  party,  (l) 

It  is  the-  duty  of  the  board  to  examine,  end  it  it  deems  necessary, 
revise,  change,  or  reduce,  but  not  increase,  any  tax  levy  and  any 
corresponding  items  of  the  budget  on  which  the  tax  levies  arc  based, 
and  apportion  the  total  of  all  of  the  levies  so  that  the  total  levy 
on  property  vrithin  any  municipal  corporation  for  which  the  property 
therein  is  taxable,  shall  not  exceed  the  total  rate  as  provided  by 
law.  (2) 

The  inception  date  of  this  bora-d  on  Elkhart  County  is  1GC3»  '^hc 
records  are  located  in  the  auditor's  south  west  vault  in  the  courthouse, 

(l)  Acts  1955;  Burns  64-304,  (2)  Ibid, 

(90) 

I 
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100 


159,    BOARD  OF  TAX  ADJUSTi WT',  1053*--.    5  vols, 
^ccord  of  notices  to  taxpayers  of  tea  levies  and  budget,  classification, 
showing  fund  to  be  raised  for  county  welfare,  coriparativo  statement 
of  taxes  colloctcd  and  to  be  raised,  proposed  levies,  notice  of  additional 
appropriation,  valuation,  rate,  tvrp.,  certified  board,  date,  ond 
poll  taxes.    Arr.  chron.    50  pp.  18  x  12  x 


XIV.    BOARD  OF  FINANCE 


Tho  board  of  Elkhart  County  commissioners  constitutes  tho  board 
of  finance.    Tho  auditor  servos  as  secretary.    It  may  sue  and  bo  sued 
in  its  own  name  whenever  necessary  to  accomplish  tho  purpose  intended 
by  its  creation,  (l) 

The  board  of  finance  has  chaise  of  and  controls  the  funds  of 
Elkhart  County.  (2)    Its  functions  aro  to  select  the  bank  3  to  serve  as 
depositories  for  county  funds  and  to  apportion  the  funds  among  such 
depositories.     In  lieu  of  depositing  county  funds  in  bonks,  tho  board 
may  purchase  United  States  Government  bonds  or  other  interest-bearing 
obligations  of  the  United  States  Government  or  its  instrumentalities.  (3) 
The  board  receives  monthly  statements  of  county  funds  on  deposit  from 
the  banks,  (4)  and  may,  as  it  sees  fit,  revoke  the  commission  f o  any 
depository*  (5) 

Tho  general  assembly  of  1935  repealed  tho  act  establishing  this 
board,  and  in  the  seme  session  in  tho  Depository  Acts  of  1935,  reestab- 
lished tho  board  of  finance  practically  unaltered.    Tho  board  has 
supervision  of  all  public  fund3  of  tho  county,  county  seat  city,  and 
of  tho  school  city  or  board  of  school  commissioners,  and  tho  safekeeping 
and  deposit  thoroof.  (6) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Elkhart  County  is  1S07. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  auditor's  northwest  vault -in  the 
courthouse, 


(1)  Acts  1907;  Burns  61-606, 

(2)  Acts  1907;  Burns  61-606. 

(3)  Acts  1907,  1932  Cpc.  soss.; 


(4)    Acts  1907,  1931;  Burns  61-616. 

(o)    Acts  1907;  Bums  61-613. 

(6)    Acts  1935;  Burns  1936  suppl.. 


Burns  61-610, 


61-628. 


(101) 
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ICO.    BOARD  OF  FINANCE,  2  vole. 

Rooord  of  mootiinga  of  beard  of  JTinancoj  chawing  procoodingo^  rryr,olulionr,t 

and  depositories  ox  county  funds«    Arr.  chron.    1007-11,  hdv/,; 
1911—,  typed.     :00  pp.  10  ;:  12  X  3. 


XV.  TREASURER 


The  treasurer  is  a  cohsti  tutlonal  officer,  elected  for  a  term  of 
two  years.    Vo  person  is  eligible  to  servo  ••ore  than  four  years  in  any 
period  of  six  years,  (l)    H6  is  required  to  execute  his  official  bond, 
in  the  penalty  of  not  less  than  the  amount  of  money  whaJoh  may  cone 
into  his  hands  at  any  time  during  his  term*  (2) 

The  treasurer  receives  all  moneys  eoming  to  Ellchart  County  and 
deposits  the  sane  on  the  proper  orders  issued  and  attested  by  the  auditor 
(3)    T~e  keens  fee  books  and  cash  books.  (4)    TIc  makes  quarterly  reports 
to  the  auditor;  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  he  -p.vcs  a 
sworn  statement  to  the  auditor,  showiivj  specifically  the  amount  of  foes 
collected,  (5)  and  deposits  with  the  auditor  all  orders  redeemed.  (6) 
lTo  makes  a  monthly  statement  to  the  treasurer  of .state,  (7)  and  collects 
all  taxes.  (8) 

The  laws  of  the  state  also  place  certain  ex -officio  duties  upon 
the  treasurer,    "e  is  a' member  of  the  board  of  review,  (0)  and  has 
custody  of  county  funds,  although  the  depositories  are  chosen  by  the 
board  of  finance.  (10) 

By  an  act'  of  the  legislature  of  1G05 ,  the  office  of  city  treasurer 
was  abolished  in  count?/  seat  cities  of  first,  second,,  and  third  class; 
and  the  county  treasurer  was  made  the  ex ^officio  treasurer  of  the  county 
seat  city,  and  is  empowered  with  the  same  duties  as  the  city  treasurer 
had  before  tho  office  was  abolished.  (11)    In  Elkhart  County  the  count- 
treasurer  is  also  the  treasurer  ex  officio  of  Coshon,  the  county  seat  cit 


(103) 


The  inception  date  of  thin  office  in  Sllchart    ounty  is  1030.  All 
tiio  rocords  arc  located  in  the  treasurer '  s  vault  in  the  courthous/c  } 
unices  otherwise  stated. 
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Const,,  art,  G,  soc.  2,  (?)  Acts  1GC9,  1CG1;  -urns 
2)  1  Rev,  Stat.  1052;  Acts  1365,  49-1813. 

1919;  Burns  '.9-3101.  (c)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1502. 

(s)  1  Rev*  Stat,  1C52;  Bums  45-5103.  (9)  Acts  1919,  1920  spc.  scss, 

U)  Acts  1G95;  Burns  49-1401.  .      Burns  C4-1201. 

(5)  Acts  1G95,  1903,  1913;  Burns  (10)Acts  1907,  1932  spc.  sess. 
AQm 1 /-02  Burns  Gl— 310, 

(6)  1  ReV.  Stat.  1332; 'Bums  49-3114.  Actc  1C05^  ;Jurnr:  48-6701. 


Tax  Collections 

ici.  ifa.  Duplicates,  delibqubbt,  1373—,  323  vols. 

Delinquent  tax  receipts,  snowing  duplicate  no,,  name  and  description  of 
property,  date  due,  amount,  and  date  delinquent.     Indexed  alph.  By  name 
of  taxpayers.    Hdtfrg    275  pp,  10  x  25  x  2,    CO  vols,,  1373-1924,  attic 
stg*  m.;  240  vol's.,  1921—,  tr,  off. 

162,    TAX  DUPLICATES,  1953 — «    4  vols.    Title  varies:  loratoriun. 
Accord  of  tax  paid  on  the  moratorium  plan,  shelving  faxing  unit  no,, 
duplicate  no,,  penalty-  dropped,  amounts delinquent    end  due,  descript- 
ion, amount  on  v/nich  ;  to  coznpute  interest,  and.  amount  said  date  paid. 
Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  owners.    Hdw.    130  pp,  18  x  14  x  1.    Tr,  off. 

1G3.    IIORATORIUII  API'LI  AT  IONS,  1934-36.    3  file  boxes. 
Applications  of  taxpayers  for  moratorium  on  tax  payments,  showing  date, 
name,  amount  of  taxes,  and  description  of  property.    No  index.    12  x  12 
x  2-'.,    Tr.  off. 

164.    RECORD  C?  INTANGIBLE  TAXES,  1953-3G.    1  vol. 
Record  of  taxes  sold  daily,  showing  value  determined,  date,  on  hand, 


3  OS 

ironour<  r 

Tax  Collections  (continued) 

rccoivod,  total  vri.tndro.lwtt  frora  :ash  drojwor,  on  kan1  at  beginninc  of  cloy, 
nt  closo  of  tiayo,  rccoivocl  from  stool':,  and  value  of  stamps  cold#  Arr# 
chron,    Hdvfi    150  pp,  12  X  C  x  1,    Tr#  off. 
For  otner  records,  see  entity  124, 

1G5.    IHllillHTMOE  TAX  COLLECTED    11)10—.    5  file  Woe. 

Orders  for  detori.iirJ.Er  val ue  of  estates,  and  amount  of  tax  paid  auditor, 

snovrin^;  cause  no,,  name,  address,  value,  amount  of  tax  filod,  and  name  of 

*■  ■ 

appraiser,    Eo  index,    lo  ::  1C  x  5, 

16G,    DUPLICATE  TAX  RE  ;EI?TS,  1575--,    4214  vols, 
Korj.3tcr  of  tax  duplicates,  snowing  name,  date,  description,  tov.nship, 
section,  ran^c,  acres,  lot  no,,  exemptions  deducted,  personal  poll, 
total  .value,  and  installment.    Arr,  alpii,  by  names  of  tv/ps.,  and 
thereunder  numerically,    Sd"W#    275  pp,  C  x  5  x  1,    4044  vols,,  1373-1951, 
attic  str;,  rnuj  170  vols,,  1054—,  tr,  vt, 

167,    DELINQUENT  DUPLICATE  TAX  POCOEIPTu,  1017—,    K9  vols, 
Record  of  receipts  of  delinquent  taxes,  sncvin^  tvvpi,  section,  ran^c, 
acres,  lot  ,  tax  no,,  date,  name,  amount  delinquent,  interest,  amount  paid 
and  net  valuation,    Arr,  by  tax  nos,    Kdv:,    100  pp#  1''  x  G  x  \, 

Public  Improvement  Pccorcl 

16G,    DXJjCH  TAX  DUPLICATES,  lyC6— ,    12  vols, 
Hccord  of  assessments  for  construction  of  ditches,  shov:in^  nrc'.o  of  party, 
name  of  ditcn,  duplicate  no,,  description  of  land,  tov.msnip,  rai  ga,  and 
section,  and  assessment  rate.    Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  persons  assessod, 
500  pp,  1G  x  25  x  5,    Tr,  off. 


Public  improvement  Record  (oontinuod) 

im*  property  mm  ;:a;c  receipts,  1017-1 a.  10  vol** 

Record  or  receipts  for  labor  on  roads  to  apply  on.  poll  tec:,  showing 
date,  nature,  amount  credited  Tor  tax  year,  and  signature  by  trustee ^ 
Arr.  chron.    Sdw.«    100  pp,  g  x  4  x        Attic,  stg,  rm. 

170.  CASH  PLAIT  RECEIPT,  1010-25.    7  vols. 

Register  of  cash  plan  receipts  for  payment  of  street  and  sewer  improvc- 

*-  • 

i 

mcnts,  shoving  receipt  and  duplicato  nos.,  pagolno.,  nemo  of  town,  amountj 
and  to  what  account.    Arr .  chron,    Udw.    150  pp.  11  x  8  x  3/<L.  Attic 
stg.  m. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 

171.  DAILY  BAM  DEPOSITS,  1915—.    10  vols.  (1-10). 

Record  of  daily  balance  of  depository  accounts,  showing  date,  bank,  total 
amount  deposited,  bs.lance  on  deposit,  current  deposit,  current  '.varrahts, 
and  balance  at  close  of  day.    Arr,  chron.    Hdw.    500  pp.  19  x  17  x  2. 

172.  i.:o;;?kly  dalarce  record,  ion— .   4  vols. 

Statenent  of  monthly  balances  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  showing 
date,  Rind  of  fund,  no.  of  account,  from  whom  received  and  to  whom  paid, 
balance,  and  amount  over drawn.    Ro  index.    Hdvr#    120  pp.  1G     20  x  1. 
Per  earlier  records,  see  entry  174, 

173.  R0RTRLY  REPORT  CF  DEPOSITS,  1900—.     2  file  boxes, 
treasurer's  monthly  statement  of  bank  transactions,  showing  name  of  bank, 
date,  to  what  account  credited,  warrants,  deposits,  and  balance,  Arr. 
chron.    IS  x  10  x  5.    Aud,  off. 


Hbceipts  and  Disbursements  (continued J 

174.  IIBIJXStJRER'S  CASH  BOOK*  1076--,    40  vole. 

Record  of  daily  oash  receipts,  showing  data,  from  whom,  for  what, 
description,  total  amount,  and  daily  balance.    Arr.  chron.    HdW.     750  pp» 
1?.  ;c  1C  x  4  voir..,  1375-97,  tr.  bent.  vL,;  20  vol;;.,  1897-1930,  tn.  vt. 

1G  vole,  1930--,  tr.  off, 

175.  CASH  BOOK,  1888—,    74  vole.  (l-74). 

Record  of  ca&i'occivcd  from  auditor's  quietus,  showing  date,  no.  of  receipt, 
from  whom  received^  to  what  account,  ledger  folio,  and  amount,    /.rr.  by 
receipts  nos,    Udw,    75C  pp.  18      12  x  2/>, 

176.  RECEIPTS  AED  BI3BURSD..EETS,  1867—.    17  vols.  (l-9,  and  3 
vols,  not  numbered). 

Record  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  showing  from  What  fund  received, 
date,  amount],  for  what  purpose,  amount  of  disbursements,  to  whom  paid, 
for  what*  and  from  what  fund.  Arr.  chron.  Edw,  370  pp.  IE  :■:  13  ::  2. 
3  vols.,  1567-1923,  attic  str.  rm.;  9  vols.,  1:22— ,  tr.  vt. 

177.  REGISTER  OF  wARRAETS,  GOSIiEE  CITY,.  1920-25.    2  vols.  (l-2). 
Record  of  city  treasurer's  disbursements  on  controller 1  s  warrants, 
showing  date,  no.,  to  whom,  fund,  depository,  and  amount.    Arr.  by  warrant 
no s.    Hdw.    250  pp.  17  x  13  z  2, 

173.    DUPLICATE  AED  CAiiC.EED  WMRANTS.  1916—,    10  file  boxes. 
Canceled  v.rarrants,  showing  saleries,  supplies  and  mileage,  date  and 
no.  of  warrant,  to  whom,  paid,  where  payable,  for  whay  purpose,  and  amount, 
Arr.  chron.    4  x  10  x  24. 


XVI.    BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 


The  educational  system    of  Indiana  had  its  beginning  back  in  101C; 
and  sinoo  then  it  has  undergone  several  changes, 

i>y  legislature  in  1818  provided  for  tho  appointment  by  the  county 
commissioners  of  a  superintendent  of  schools  fcr  each  congressional 
township,  (l) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1824  the  school  system  was  administered 
by  three  township  school  trustees,  who  were  elected,  (2) 

The  school  administrator  system  was  changed  by  the  legislature 
in  1833;  by  this  new  act  tho  election  of  a  school  commissioner  was  pro- 
vided, (3) 

In  1832  the  legislature  provided  for  a  board  of  trustees  to  act  as 
the  township  school  trust oes,  (4) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1866  three  school  trustees  were  elected 
by  tho  common  council  to  administer  tho  school  system  in  addition  to  tho 
township  trustees,  (5) 

By  an  act  of  1373  the  county  board  of  education  was  croated.  The 
board  was  comprised  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  the  township 
trustees  of  the  county,  and  the  school  trustees  of  each  city  and  tov/n 
of  the  county,  (S) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1377  the  membership  of  the  board  was 
changed  to  consist  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  the  township 
trustees,  and  the  chairman  of  school  trustees  of  each  city  and  town.  (7) 

The  duties  of  the  board  are  to  take  care  of  the  general  needs  of 
the  schools,  maintenance  :of  school  property,  and  purchase  of  furniture, 


(108) 


Board  °"  Mueatlon 
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books,  r.;aps,  charts,  and  other  supplies,  (o)    Its  powers  also  include 
appointment  of  a  county  attendanco  officer  upon  nomination  of  tno 
county  superintendent,  (o)    Tno  board-  also  Eiay  purchaso  text  books  fron 
publlshors  and  sell  thegi  to  pupils  at  cost.  (1GJ 

Tho  inception  date  of  vhis  board  in  Elkhart  bounty  is  1375,  The 
records  arc  located  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  in 
the  courthouse. 


(1)  Acts  1310,  ch.  1-9,  sec.  1.  (?)  Acts  1873,  1377;  Burns 

(2)  Acts  182-:.,  ch,  97,  s<§o|  1,,  2.  28-301. 

(3)  Acts  1333,  ch,  70,  sec.  3*  (8) (ibid.) 

(4)  Acts  1352,  ch.  08,  sec.  4.  (0)  Acts  1921,1932,  spc.  scss.; 

(5)  Acts  1383,  ch.  1.    ;scc£  -I,  5.  Bums  28-601. 

(o)  Acts  1873,  ch.  28,  sec.  8.  (10)  Acts  1921,  hums  23-813* 


178.    iQftKB  0?  E8UCATI0II  RECORD,  1929-1956.    1  vol. 
Minutes  of  meetings  for  transaction  of  business,  shov/inr  date,  and 
nature  of  business  transacted,    Arr.  chron,    fldvr.    250  pp.  12      6  ;c  2, 


XVII.    SUiPKiilMTiiNDEWT  OF  SCHOOLS 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1873  a  county  superintendent  of  schools 
\ms  providod  for,  to  bo  appointed  by  the  township  trustees  to  sorvc  for 
a  tern  of  two  years,  (l) 

In  1899  an  act  of  the  legislature  lengthened  the  tern  of  office 
of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  to  four  years  and  also  provided 
that  he  be  elected  by  the  township  trustees.    He  must  post  a  bond  with 
the  auditor  to  insure  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  prescribed 
by  law.  (2) 

The  superintendent  exercises  general  supervision  of  the  schools 
of  Elkhart  County,    He  visits  each  township  institute  once  each  school 
year  and  conducts  teachers'  institutes.    He  carries  out  the  orders  of 
the  state  board  of  education  and  the  state  superintendent  of  public 
instruction.  (3)    He  makes  out  the  basis  of  apportionment  of  school 
revenues  from,  the  enumeration.  (4)    He  receives  statements  for  school 
aid  relief  from  school  and  township  trustees.  (5)    He  is  ex-officio 
member  and  president  of  the  board  of  education.  (6) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Elkhart  County  is  1873. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  Acts  1873,  ch.  25,  sec.  2. 

(2)  Acts  1899,  1911,  1913; 
Burns  28-702. 

(3)  Acts  1899 j  Burns  28-704. 


(4)  Acts  1865;  Burns  28-715. 

(5)  Acts  1933;  Burns  28-903. 

(6)  Acts  1675,  1877;  Burns 
28-801. 
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S upey inH^eMid^nt  of  Saji&ol'i 

Activities  and  Reports 

100.  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORT,  1930—.    1  file  box. 
Annual  finaiacial  and  statistical  report  to  tiic  state  cunt,  or  public 
instruction,  shov/inr  names  of  pupils  enrolled  during  year,  ^radc,  scnool, 
transfer,  a;.^;regato  attendance  for  school  year,  average  daily  at tcnO once, 
miscellaneous,  number  of  teachers,  janitors,  and  engineers  employed, 

taxation,  and  transportation.    Arr.  chron.    3-i  x  12  x  12. 

*■  ■ 

101.  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORT,  1930—.    1  file  box. 
Annual  financial  and  statistical  report  to  the  state  supt,  of  public 
instruction,  showing  name  of  reporting  tv/p.,  statement  of  indebtedness, 
total,  special  fund,  tuition  and  bond  fund,  cash  balance  Jaeginning  cf 
year,  revenue  sheet,  non  revenue  receipt,  grand  total  receipts  and 
balance,  total  yearly  expenditure,  cash  balance  end  of  year,  instruction, 
supervisors'  salaries,  teachers'  salaries,  supply  expense    and  other 
expense,  as  operation,  fuel,  and  janitor  supplies.    Arr.  chron.      34  x  "L2 
x  12. 

102.  STATISTIC  RECORDS  (TO  STATE  DEPARTMENT) ,  1092-1035.    1  file 

box,  , 

bupt's.  roports  to  state  supt,  of  public  instruction  on  condition  of 
schools,  snowing  name  of  corporation,  attendance  of  pupil,  number  of 
teachers,  daily  average  compensation,  and  valuation  of  school  house 
and  equipment.    Arr.  enron.     12  x  12  x  26. 


Sup cr i  1  it qiv \oril  of  o'JilOOls 

Activities  and  Reports  (.continued) 
Enumeration 

183.      NUMERATIONS,  1007—.    4  file  boxes. 
Enumeration  of  cchool  attendance,  shovd.ng  school,  twp.,  pupil,  s  namo, 
ago,  sex,  color,  grade,  addrcssj  and  nmes  of  parents.    Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  twps«,  and  thereunder  by  names  of  pupils,    14  x  12  x  2G. 

Teachers 

134a    TEACHER* S  LICENSES,  1307—.    1  file  box. 
Record  of  county  treachors,  snowing  teachersfl  none,  school  attended,  kind 
of  license,  and  dates  granted  and  expired.    Arr.  alpn.  by  names  of 
teachers.    7  x  6  x  2G. 

185.    TEACHERS1  REPORTS,  1931—.    C  vols. 
Record  of  monthly  reports  on  school  attendance,  snovrinr  name  of  pupil, 
sox,  age,  grade,  dato,  attendance,  cause  of  absence,  and  monthly  grade. 
Arr#  alph.  by  names  of  students.    Hdw.    400  pp.  10  x  12  x  2;V. 

■  ■    ■  ts> 

1GG.    ATTS17DA1ICE  REPORTS,  1913—.    14  vols. 
Record  of  teacher's  monthly  attendance  reports  to  supt.  of  schools, 
snowing  name  of  pupil,  age,  hone  record,  parents1  address,  daily 
program,  attendance,  causo  of  illness,  and  remarks.    Indexed  alph.  by 
narr.es  of  pupils.    Hdw,    1000  pp.  14  x  12  x  0. 


Superintendent  of  Schoolo  J-J-^ 

Activities  an<l  Reports — 'Pupllu  (cojvkljauo/l) 

107.    SEMIJUINUAL  REPORTS  (ATTEIIDAIICE),  lOSO—.    1  file  bo.:. 
Attendance  officer's  semi-annual  report  to  superintendent  or  o^nools, 
snowing  namo  of  person  interviewed,  date,  and  number  of  visits,  Arr, 
alph,  by  zsao.es  of  schools,  and  thereunder  chron,    54-  x  12  x  10. 

138.     (RECORD  OF  STUDEETS  LEAVING  SCHOOL) ,  1929—.    G  file  boxes. 
Record  of  students  wiio  have  left  school  or  moved,  showing  none,  date, 
sox,  twp,,  school,  grade*,'  and  placed  moved.    Indexed  alph,  by  names  of 
students,     y  x  6  x_26, 

189.  HIGH  SCHOOL  SENIORS,  1920—,     2  file  boxes. 

Record  of  nigh  school  graduates,  showing  date,  nar.e,  and  graduate's 
school  record.    Indexed  alph,  by  nair.es  of  graduates,    7  x  C  x  2G, 

190.  SUCCESS  GRADES,  1929—.    1  file  box, 

Rocord  of  students  graduating  with  grades  of  90  %  or  better,  snowing  date, 
name,  address,  age,  sex,  grade,  and  school.    Indexed  alph,  by  names 
of  students,    7  x  6  x  2G, 

191.  EXAEIEATI01!  CCFiES,  1932-35.     5  file  boxes. 
Examination  papers  of  grade  school  pupils  ranging  from  1st,  to  5th* 
grade,  showing  date,  name  of  pupil,  school,  and  grade,    Arr,  chron, 
12  x  12  x  2  G  • 


XVIII.    HEALTH  COMMISSIONER 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1681  the  county  board  of  health  was 
established  and  was  required  to  elect  a  secretary  who  acted  as  the 
health  officer  for  each  town  and  city,  and  the  county,  (l) 

In  1891  the  legislature  amended  the  act  of  1881  and  enlarged  the 
duties  of  the  health  officer  who  acted  through  the  board  of  health.  (2) 

The  health  commissioner  was  provided  for  by  an  act  of  the  lcgis- 
lature  in  1909.    lie  is  elected  by  the  county  commissioners  to  serve 
for  a  four-year  tern.  (3)    The  health  commissioner  must  be  a  licensed 
physician.  (4) 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  health  commissioner  to  enforce  the  health 
laws;  to  record  and  report  the  vital  statistics,  such  as  births,  deaths, 
and  marriages;  to  make  sanitary  inspections  of  all  public  and  private 
buildings  in  regard  to  sources  of  disease;  to  establish  quarantine  and 
take  all  reasonable  means  to  protect  the  public  health;  to  close 
schools  and  churches  and  to  prohibit  public  assemblies  to  prevent 
epidemics.  (5) 

'2n6  iaeo^ifctt  d&fce  q£  ifc§  steGeVsis      tkii  m  £Wi&?t  yg^ty 

is  3.891.    All  the  records  arc  located  in  the  office  of  Dr.  L.  E. 
Simmons,  208  E.  Lincoln  Avenue,  Goshen,  Indiana,  unices  otherwise  stated. 

(1)  1EG1  Rev.  Sr,at.,  sec.  4995.  (4)  Acts  1891,  1909/  Burns 

(2)  Acts  1891;  ch.  15,  sec.  8.  55-110. 

(3)  Acts  1891,  1909;  Burns  (5)  Acts  1891,  1909;  Burns 
35-108.  55-111. 
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Heaitifa  Cojitni-o.stoai©*'  .^5 
»<*•  .    102.    REOOItBS  DP  DIRT:',  1332-—.    14  vols 

nocorcl  of  births,  showing  r< igi stor  no •  t  date  of  uirbh,  no: no,  cox,  if 
premature,  if  lcgitimoto,  full  name,  feCtfaqr^d  name  and  o.ddrcss,  race,  and 
mother's  maiden  name.     Indexed  nlph.  by  nan.ee  of  children.    Hdw«  ICO 
pp.  20  x  12  x  1. 

105.  RECORD  RET'tlRKG  OF  :.ARRIACE,  1332—.    12  vols. 

Accord  of  marriage  returns,  showing  dabo,  names  of  bride,  groom,  and 
parents;  residence,  ocoupation,  ago,  color,  race,  and  birtl-placo  of 
brido  and  groom;  and  name  of  person  making  return..     Indexed  alph.  by 
nair.es  of  grooms.    Hdw.     300  pp.  13  x  12  x  3. 

104.    RECORD  OF  DISEASES,  1382—.    4  vols. 
Record  of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases,  snov.ing  kind  of  case, 
patient's  name,  age,  sex,  color,  and  address,  number  in  family,  by  v/hom 
reported,  end  date  and  length  of  quarantine.    Index  alpn.  by  nomes  of 
patients,    Hdw,    1C0  pp.  20  x  12  x  1, 

195.    SCHOOL  HEALTH  RECORD,  1003—.    4  file  boxes, 
hcaltn  record  of  school  children,  showing  name,  address,  date  of  birth, 
SQX|  color |  date,  school  grade,  P,ge,  height,  weight,  and  health  report 
made  by  nurse  and  physician.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  schools.    C  x  0  x  14. 

106.  TUBERCULOSIS  RECORD,  1013--.     2  file  boxes. 

■Accord  of  tuberculosis  patients,  showing  patient's  name,  sex,  color,  marital 
status,  name  of  party  making  report,  date  of  birth,  history  of  illness, 
physician's  none,  date  admitted  to  institution,  date  discharged,  and 
condition.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  patients.    12  x  1G  x  6.  C.C., 
nurse's  off. 

107.  exai.:i:;atioi:  ai:d  clikic  cards,  1025—.   2  file  boxes,. 

County  free  clinic  service,  showing  patient's  name,  sex,  date,  clinic  no., 


llo/il  In  tJoi  imia.':  1  on"i* 

address,  by  whom  ro.[>rr<  il  bo  olihioj  phy  cicl  en'  0  nnmo  and  address,  patient 
ObtHJ^ation,  place  bfrsnpl  oyod ,  Htr.v  lojij*  employed,  tuboroulosis  contact 
ni story,  previous  history,  present  illness,  physical  examination  'J ate, 
and  examiner ' s  name*    Induced  aiph*  by  names  of  patients,    12  x  12  15* 

193.    RECORD  01  DEATHS*  1882--..    0  vols. 
Record  of  deaths,  showing  number  of  deaths,  date  of  return,  name  of 
deceased,  sex,  oolci",  age,  occupation,  date  of  death,  if  single  or 
married,  nationality,  and  placo  and  cause  of  death,    indexed  al?h •  by 
names    of  deceased,    b'dw.    100  pp.  20  x  12  x  1. 


XIX.    BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  'WELFARE 
(see  al co  entries  47-50) 

Tho  board  of  public  Welfare  of  Elkhart  County  consists  of  five 
porcons  h&vixig  a  recognized  intorcst  in  and  knowledge  of  tho  problems  of 
public  welfare.     The  board  is  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court; 
at  least  two  members  must  bo  women  and  not  more  than  three  members  nay  be 
adherents  of  any  one  political  party,  (l) 

Subject  to  the  rules ,  .and  regulations  of  the  State  department  of 
public  welfare  the  county  board  is  charged  with  the  administration  of 
assistance  to  depondent  children  in  their  own  homes,  old  age  assistance, 
services  and  assistance  to  persons  otherwise  handicapped,  the  care  and 
treatment  of  dependent,  neglected,  and  handicapped  children,  children  in 
danger  of  becoming  delinquent,  and  other  welfare  activities  as  may  be 
deligated  to  it  by  the  state  department  of  public  welfare,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  including  services  connected  with  assistance 
to  the  blind.  (2) 

The  director,  who  is  appointed  by  the  board  of  public  welfare  0f 
Elkhart  County  under  the  supervision  of  the  circuit  court,  performs  the 
functions  of  probation  officer  and  agent  of  the  court.  (S) 

A  board  of  childrens'  guardians,  which  was  established  in  1839  to 
care  for  neglected  children  was  abolished  by  the  1936  act  and  jurisdiction 
was  transferred  to  tho  board  of  public  welfare.  (4-) 

All  jurisdiction  vestod  in  county  boards  pertaining  to  welfare  work 
was  transferred  to  the  board  of  public  welfare  in  ICoG.  (5) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Elkhart  County  is  1956, 
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wonrn  of  A'ul)J.Jo  v.'rj.J'.-'Tc  JJyg 
All  tnc  records  -ore  located  in  the  v/-0:"aro  office  in  tho  courtnouse» 


(1)  Acfcs  ltlJSG  cpc.  scs.-;,;  BurttSj 
1936  supply  52-1  113. 

(2)  Acts  1936  spc.  scss.j  6urns>; 
1936  suppl.*  52-1120, 

(3)  Acts  193C;  Burns ,  1936 
suppl.,  52-1119;  32-1120. 


(3)  Ac  be  1936 j  Burns ,  193C 

suppl. ,  52-1110,  52-1120. 

(•I)  Acts  1936;  Burns-,  153C 
suppl.,  52-1121 

(5)Acts  1935;  Burns,  153G 
suppl.,  52-1408. 


199.  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  (APPLICATION),  1936—.     G  file  bozos. 
Applications  for  old  age  *"as  si  stance,  showing  application  and  case  nos., 
name,  address,  summary  of  health  and  financial  status  of  applicant, 
applicant's  signature,  name  of  witness,, and  signature  of  director.  Arr. 
"by  caso  nos.    Hdw.    15  x  12  x  32. 

200.  OLD  AGS  ASSISTANCE  (RECORD  OF  APPLICANT),  1936—.    G  file  boxes 
Applicant's  history,  showing  name,  address,  application  no.,  old  address, 
summary  of  applicants  history,  health  and  financial  status,  monthly 
requirements,  and  signature  of  visitor.    Arr.  "by  case  nos.    Typed,  13 

x  12  x  32. 

201.  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  (VISITOR'S  REPORT),  1936—.  G  file  boxes. 
Record  of  visitor's  repeat  of  ajopliaatiena  for  old  agfi  assistance!  c  ft  ow- 
ing application  no.,  name,  address,  summary  of  findings  of  visitor, 
applicant's  health  and  financial  status,  monthly  requirements,  visitor's 
conclusions,  director's  recommendations,  and  director's  signature.  Arr, 
by  case  nos.     15  x  12  x  32. 

202.  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  (REINVESTIGATION )    1956—.    6  file  boxes. 
Statement  of  reinvestigation  for  old  age  assistance,  showing  aarae  of  count; 
application,  code    and  serial  nos.,  dale,  recipient's  name  and  address, 
recipient's  recources,  verification,  monthly  requirements  of  applicant, 
and  total.    Arr.  by  case  nos.    15  x  12  x  52. 


Board  of  l'vb'J.io  wolforo 

203.    (r^co:.:.Ki:nmo:;  sheets),  lose--,   l  vol. 

Record  or  recommendation  sheets  of  director  to  county  board,  showing  code 
and  application  noc,  applicants  namej  action  of  county  board,  dato  notice 
issued,  and  signature  of  board.    Arr •  chron.    Typed.    ICO  pp,  18      15  x  1. 
£04.    OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  (SECURITY  FOR  INDEBTEDNESS},  1S3C— . 
C  file  boxes* 

Assignment  of  life  insurance  policy    as  collateral  security  for  indebted- 
ness, showing  application  and  policy  nos.,  date  issued,  by  whom  iccucd, 
location,  none  of  witness,  applicant' s  signature,  and  date.    Arr.  by  case 
nos.    15  x  12  x  32. 

205.    OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  (APP0INTJ.2ENT ) ,  1936--.    6  file  boxes. 
Appointment  of  responsible  person  to  receive  monthly  installment  of 
assistance  for  applicant,  showing  applicant's  name  and  address,  name 
and  address  of  person  appointed,  relationship,  and  director's  signature. 
Arr.  by  case  nos.    15  x  12  x  52. 

20G.    OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  (CERTIFICATE  Or  AV/ARD),  1033—.    6  file 
boxes . 

If0%ifl  1»0  applicants  of  ooecptancc,  showing  certificate  and  case  nos., 
date,  name,  address,  assistance  amount',  lien  against  property,  and 
director's  signature.    Arr.  by  case  noc.    15  x  12  x  32. 

207.    OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  (GRANTED),  103G— .    6  file  boxec. 
Report  to  state  department,  of  applicant  granted  old  age  assistance, 
showing  name,  o.ddress:,  application  and  case  nos,,  birtn,  race,  sex, 
marital  ctatus,  now  living,  assistance  amount.,  certificate  no.,  and 
date  submitted.    Arr.  by  case  nos,    16  x  12  x  52. 


board  of  Public  '..oli'aro 
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203,    OLD  AG 2  ASSISTANCE- :iTED.;AY.AE,  1J3C—      C  Tile  boxes. 
Report  of  state  department,  of  withdrawal,  of  old  age  assistance,  Bhowing 
case  no.,  nam©*  addr@«S|  birth,  sex,  withdrawal  datcj,  final  warrant 
issued,  withdrawal  reason,  total  financial  assistance,  and  date  submitted. 
Arr •  by  case  nos,    15  x  12  x  32,* 

200.     OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  (LOT  ICE  CP  V;iT?tD:  A'.YAL),  103G-- .    G  file 
boxes • 

Notice  to  wards  of  withdrawals  of  old  age  assistance,  showing  certificate 
and  case  nos.,  date,  naxc,  address,  wothdrawal  reason,  and  director's 
signature.    Arr.  by  case  nos.     15      12  x  52. 

210.  RECCED  OF  ASSISTANCE  GIVSN-AGEp  PEES 0HS ( I1IACT IVE  OASES) 
J934--.    1  vol. 

Record  of  inactive  cases  of  old  cge  assistance,  showing  application  no., 
name,  address,  monthly  award  amount,  date  effective,  name  of  legal  guardian 
or  responsible  person,  address,  appointed  by  whom,  date,  award  revoked  or 
canceled,  withdrawal  no.,  date,  reason,  director's  signature,  funeral 
expense,  burial  plot,  claim  no.,  total  assistance  payment,  recoveries, 
amount  paid  into  county  welfare  fund  and  remitted  to  state,  month, 
assistance  allowance,  date,  addistancs  payment,  warrant  no.,  and  amount* 
Arr.  chron.    Typed.     500  pp.  10  x  14  x  5, 

211.  OLD  AGE  ASSI3TAi:CE(REJECTJ)),  193C-- .    6  file  boxes. 
Application  for  old  age  assistance  rejected,  showing  norne,  address, 
application,  serial  J  and  code  nos,,  date,  reasons  for  rejection,  and  board 
of  public  welfare  signatures.    Arr.  by  case  nos.    id  x  12  x  32. 

212.  ASSISTANCE  TO  DEPENDENT  CEILDEEN,  1936—.    1  file  box. 

No cord  of  persons  in  place  of  parents  of  children,  showing  case  no.,  date, 
hmc,  address,  family  status,  parents'  names,  marital  history  of  person  in 


hoard  oi'  J'u51i<;  holi'nro 

loco  parentis,  ami  date  signed  by  woU'r-ro  bow.  *    Arr.  by  co.no  nos. 

215.    ASSISTANCE  TO  DEIENDENT  CHILB&EI?,  19SC-- .    1  file  bo::. 
History  of  dependent  child's  family,  showing  case  no.,  date,  names  of 
parents  and  of  children  for  who::,  assistance  is  requested,  household, 
residence,  parent's  marital  history,  present  living  arrangements, 
warship,  court  record:,,  health,  childrens*  health  history,  visitor's 
conclusion g,  date,  signature  of  welfare  board,  and  amount  granted. 
Arr.  by  case  nos.    15  x  12  x  52. 

214.  ASSISTANCE  TO  DEPE1TDEKT  CHILDRE&)  105C— .    1  file  bo::. 
Application;.. for  assistance  to  dependent  children,  showing  application, 
code  and  serial  nos.,  name  and  address  of  parents  or  guardian,  namedof 
children,  address,  parent's  or  guardian's  signature,  and  signature  of 
officer  administering  oath,    Arr.  by  case  nos.    12  x  15  x  52, 

215.  (CERTIFICATE  0?  AWARD)  FOR  ASSISTANCE  0?  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN, 
105C-".    1  file  oo:-:» 

Certificated  of  award'  for  assistance  to  dependent  children,  showing 

applisnUon,  qq&o  #&n3  serial  nos**  m&Q,  eL&'fe©*  84&r@§§i  Wrtfi  &&tqj 

investigation,  eligibility,  and  amount  of  assistance.    Arr.  by  case 
nos.    12  x  15  x  32. 

216.  ASSISTANCE  TO  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN(WITKDRAV.rAL  CERTIFICATES), 
10 J:  6—  •    1  file  box# 

Certificates  of  withdrawal  of  assistance  to  dependent  ciiildren,  showing 
date,  name,  address,  names  of  children,  reason    for  withdrawal,  and 
signature  of  welfare  board,    Arr.  by  case  nos.    15  x  12  x  32. 


li o  or  d  o£  Pubi lc  VJ o  1  C  or  i i 


217.    ASSISTANCE  TO  DE^il.DL>TT  GHILPKEN  (REJECTION  OF  APPLICATION), 
1036 — •     1  Tile  box. 
Rejection  of  application  for  assistance  to  dependent  children,  shv.ving 
application,  code,  and  serial  nor..,  parent's  or  guardian's  name, 
name  and  address  of  children,  and  welfare  director's  signature*  Arr, 
by  caso  nos,    12  x  15  x  56, 

210.     (ACTIVE  PAYROLL),  105G--.  1  vol. 
Record  of  assistance  given  dependent  children,  showing  application  no., 
monthly  award,  if  award  rcvolced  or  canceled,  data,  warrant  no.,  amount, 
and  date  paid.    Arr.  chron.     Typed.    1000  pp.  10  x  14  x  5. 

219.  APPLICATION  FOR  ASSISTANCE  OF  THE  BLIIiD,  1036—,     1  file  box. 
Applications  for  assistance  to  the  blind,  showing  date,  case  no.,  name, 
address,  sex,  color,  date  one  place  of  birth,  members  of  applicant's 
family  living  in  home,  relatives,  health,  occupation,  present  living 
arrangements,  real  estate,  personal  property,  debts  exclusive  of  mort- 
gages, insurance,  pension,  or  other  compensation,  record  of  resistance 
now  received,  and  date  signed  by  visitor.    Arr .  by  case  noc.     15  x  12 

X  o  c  . 

220,  APPLICATION  FOR  ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  BLIND,  iS36— ,    1  file  box. 
Physician1  s  report  on  eye  examination,  showing  case  no.,  pat.N.-kt 1  s  name, 
address,  sex,  age,  ago  at  onset  of  blindness,  cause  of  blindness, 
condition  of  right  and  left  eyo,  kind  of  eye  affliction,  treatment  and 
care  recommended,  examination  date,  and  physician's  name  one  address* 
Arr.  by  case  nos.    12  x  15  x  52, 


J 


XX.  SURVEYOR 


Tho  county  surveyor  is  a  constitutional  officer,  olcctod  for  a  torm 
of  two  years  without  restriction  on  reelection.  (1)    He  must  give  bond 
in  a  sun  fixed  by  tho  board  of  county  commissioners.  (2) 

Tho  surveyor  has  charge,  undor  direction  of  tho  county  commissioners, 
of  all  surveying  and  civil  engineering  work  of  tho  county,  including  tho 
preparations  of  plans  and  specifications  for,  and  supervision  of  tho 
construction  of  all  bridges,  turnpikes  or  other  roads,  ditches^  drains 
and  levies*  (3.)    He  also  has  charge  of  tho  repair  and  maintenance  of 
oounty  highways,  (4)  unless  the  county  commissioners  employ  a  highway 
supervisor.  (5) 

For  private  parties,  he  takos  acknowledgments  of  mortgages  and 
deeds  for  the  conveyance  of  real  estate,  (6)  and,  upon  request, 
establishes  lines  and  corners  of  lands  and  lots.  (7) 

Tho  surveyor  may  employ  doputy  surveyors  to  assist  in  performing 
the  engineering  duties  of  the  office.  (8) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Elkhart  County  is  1850. 
All  the  records  are  located  in  the  surveyor's  off  lee  In  the  coui'Chciuoa. 

(1)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec  2;  1  Rev.  (5}  Acts  1S33;  Bums  36-1115 9 
Stat.  1852;  Burns  49-3301.  (6)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Acts  1857; 

(2)  Acts  1913;  Burns  49-3302.  Burns  49-3517 • 

(3)  1  Rov.  Stat.  1852,  Acts  1911;  (7)  1  Rov0  Stat.  1852,  Aots  1875; 
Burns  49-3309.  Burns  49-3311. 

(4)  Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1101.  (8)  Acts  1891,  1899;  Burns  49-3506. 
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221.  VISITOR'S  B^OIvT  Oil  APPLICATION  FOR  ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  BLIND, 
195C.    1  file  bo::. 

Visitor's  report  on  application  for  assistance  to  the  blind,  showing 
application,  code  and  serial  nos«,  nam©,  address,  legal  requirements, 
citizenship,  ago,  members  of  applicant's  family  living  in  hone  or  away 
from  home,  responsibility  of  husband,  of  children,  or  otner  relatives, 
ncaltn  of  applicant,  and  summary  of  financial  condition.    Arr.  by  case 
nor;.    12  x  15  ::  52. 

222.  APPLICATION  FOR  ASSISTANCE  TO  THE  BLIND,  1936—.    1  file  box. 
Application^ or  assistance  to  the  blind,  showing  application,  code. 

and  serial  nos.,  applicant's  signature,  nano  of  official  administering 
oath,  applicant's  heal  tlx  condition,  and  summary  of  financial  status* 
Arr.  by  case  nos.    12  x  15  x  32. 

223.  (NOTICE  TO  TOWNSHIP  TRUSTEE  OR  ASSISTANCE  GRANTED),  1956— . 

G  file  boxes. 

Notice  of  township  trustee  of  assistance  granted,  showing  application 
no.,  moiue,  addrosaes,    name  of  trustee,  kind  of  assistance,  amount,  dato 
of  first  payment,  director's  signature,  and  date.    Arr.  by  case  nos. 
15  x  12  x  32. 

224.  REPORT  OF  ALLOWANCES  AND  DISBURSEMENTS,  1936.    1  vol. 
Record  of  monthly  o.llowancos and  disbursements,  shewing  account  to  whicn 
charred,  account  no.,  claims  allowed,  sub  totals  for  montn,  disbursements 
by  county  auditor  during  montn,  total,  disbursements  current  montn,  total 
of  sub  total s,  and  date.    Arr.  chron.    Typed.    10  pp.  16  x  12  x  A. 

225.  REGISTER  OF  CLAILS,  19 56.    1  vol. 

Register  of  claims  filed,  and  approved,  and  warrants  issued,  shov.'ing 
date,  county,  code  and  claim  nos.,  appropriation  cnargeable.  to, account 


i'OfU'd   of    'ublio  l/olfftTO 
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chargeable ,  numlsor^  name,  QinouiiHj,  warrant:;  issued  by  county  auditor, 
warrant  no,,  date,  and  amount,    Arr*  enron.    '-typed.    20  pp.  15  3C  12 
x  > 

22G.    CLAIM  REGISTER,  1J)3C— .    1  vol. 
Certification  of  county  claim  register,  showing  claims  and  allowances, 
codo  no.,  dato,  amount,  director's  signature,  certification  by  auditor 
amount,  date,  and  auditor *s  signature.    Arr.  chron.    Typod.    20  pp. 
12  x  10  x  1. 


: 


if  Wl'V"i/i,J' 

Surveys  ajid  Reports 

227.    T0W1JSHIP  PLATS,  1829-34,    1  vol. 
Record  of  plate  in  townships,  snowing  twp,  and  range  n;.s,,  dates 
surveyed  and  ccrtifiod;  and  twos,  platted  and  certified  by  govornr.'iont . 
I*o  index*    16  pp.  16  x  01  :■: 

220.    I1TDEX  OF  ROADS,  1331-1912.    1  vol. 

Roads  recorded  with  county  commissioner s,  showing  location,  width,  length, 

*■  ■ 

designated  no.,  name,  by  what  authority,  length  in  twp.,  volume,  page, 
ond  dote.    i'O  index,    ^dw.    95  pp.  22  x  23  x 
220.    PEE  AMD  CASH  BOOK,  1925—.    1  vol. 
Surveyor's  time  book,  showing  date,  project,  amount  paid,  county  unit 
roads,  twp,  unit  roads  under  construction,  bridges  and  highways  under 
construction,  and  costs.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw,     220  pp.  13  x  18  x  2. 

Construction  Plans  and  Specifications 

230.    DITCH  RECORDS,  1393—.    15  vole. 
Record  of  building,  cleaning,  end  repairing  iitehes,  showing  date, 
material,  cost,  description,  bonds,  security,  and  contract  date.  Indexed 
alph,  by  names  of  ditches,    Raw.     200  pp.  12  x  1G  x  lvV, 

251.    ROAD  SPECIFICATIONS,  1923—.     2  file  boxes.  ■ 
Specifications  and  drawings  for  road  contracts,  showing  road  name, 
materials,  delivery  date,  and  contract.     Indexed  alph..  by  names  of  roads. 
11  x  1G  x  24. 


: 
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232.    DITCHES  ABD  BRitfftES,  192C-- .     51  ttfrpft 
blueprint  plan  maps,  Kftowing  ditchoa,  bridffes,  bridge  repair:;,  and 
]iucccllancouG  upkeep*    Draton  "by  0.  13,  "7c  aver  and  ]":.  P,  V/oaver,  Gocaon, 
Ind#    Blueprints.    Scale  varies.    -CO  x  30* 

.  253,    TGTJSHIP  ROAD  IXrS,  1G22-31.     202  maps. 
Black  and  White  coiranCuniooti ors road  naps,  snowing  road  plane  and  improve— 
ncnts.    Drawn  by  Ben  T.'iee,  Charles  Kinney  end  0#  B^  Weaver ,  GosKeJn 
laid,    Scale,  1"  to  100  ft,    21  x  33. 


xn.  nicasMx  supervisor 


In  pi ono cr  times  the  roads  were  maintained  by  the  local  author- 
ities.   The  citizens  usually  worked  out  tnoir  road  taxes  by  giving 
a  oerteiaa  number  of  days  labor,  furnishing  their  Own  teams.  The 
township  road  superintendent  had  charge  of  the  work  performed. 
This  system  prevailed  for  nearly  a  half  a  century. 

In  1879  the  legislature  constituted  the  county  commissioners  a 

*■  ■ 

board  of  turnpike  directors,  each  serving  as  supervisor  in  his  own 
district,  (l)    in  1915  the  county  highways  were  placed  in  charge  of 
a  superintendent  cf  highways,  who  was  appointed  by  the  county 
commissioners  for  a  term  of  two  years.  ^Zj    ^ome  records  bear  his  name  and 
title.    This  office  was  abolished  in  1953,   (s)  and  the  powers  and 
duties  conferred  on  the  surveyor.  (4) 

In  order  to  provide  for  necessary  supervision  of  highways  in 
counties  warra-  ting  more  attention  thant  the  surveyor  can  give;,  the 
board  of  county  commas  si  oners  has  the  right  to  -appoint,  at  its  option, 
a  highway  supervisor  whose  term  of  office  is  discretionary  with  the 
board  of  county  commissioners.  (5)    The  board  of  commiss loners  of 
Elkhart  County  has  appointed  a  highway  supervisor.    The  inception  date 
of  this  office  in  Elkhart  County  is  1955. 

Th o  highway  supervisor  oversees  the  maintanoo  and  repair  of 
all  highways,  bridges,  and  culverts  of  the  county,   ('J,  and  ;-.--s 
authority  to  fix  the  limits  of  loads  carried  over  them.  (?)     L1e  must 
attend  the  annual  road  school  at  Purdue  university,  (c) 

(128) 
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All  tho  records  of  this  office  aro  located  in  tho  hi ghvmy  supervisor '  a 
orficc  annex  in  the  courthouse,  unless  otherwise  3tated# 


(1)  Acts  1379, 

(2)  Acts  1913, 

(3)  Acts  193 3 j 

(4)  Acts  1933; 


cn«  113,  sec,  1, 
ch.  330,  soc«  1. 

Burns  36-1113  ♦ 
Burns  5C-1101. 


(5)  Acts  1933; 
(C)  Acts  1C33; 
(7)  Acts  1933; 
(c)  Acts  1933; 


Burns  36-1110# 

Burns  3 C -1103. 

Hums  3G-1102, 

Burns  3C-1110. 


23d.    SUFPPIhTPJIJBilT  RlCSffffiY  REPORT,  1923—.    6  vols. 
Record  of  appropriations''and  disbursements  of  highway  department, 
showing  date,  claimants  name,  amount  of  claim,  appropriation  date, 
appropriation  amount,  overdraft,  end  appropriation  balance.  Arr. 
by  account  nos.    1923-35,  hdw;    1936 — ,  typed*    100  pp.  15  x  12  x  1. 

235.  TIL12  SHEETS,  1923--.    1  Pile  box, 

Supervisor ' s  time  sheets,  showing  date,  hours,  truck  no.,  miles,  gas, 
oil,  yards  hauled^  name  of  pit,  remarks. and  voucher  and  fund  ncs. 
Arr.  chron.    12  x  15  x  2d.    High*  Sup.  off. 

236.  TGT.ilSHIP  ROADS |  1915-31.     9  file  boxes. 

Civil  engneer's  review  of  roads,  shewing  report  on  petitions  approved 
by  board  of  commissioners,  name  of  road,  tvvp»,  repairs,  materials, 
labor,  and  total  costs.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  twps.    13  :■:  10  x  5. 


XXII,    AGRICULTURAL  AGENT 


Tho  office  of  agricultural  agent  was  created  by  the  legislature 
in  1913.    This  act  provided  that  an  agent  should  be  appointed  when 
petitioned  for  by  tho  residents  of  the  county.  (1) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1937  the  office  of  agricultural  agent 
was  created  for  every  Indiana  county.     The  agricultural  agent  is  appoint 
ed  by  the  director  of  afjr;Leulturo.l  extension  service  of  Purdue  bniversit 
subject  to  the  approval  of  a  state  board,  entitled  comity  agricultural 
agents  board.     The  qualifications  of  the  agricultural  agent  are  prescrib 
ed  by  the  board. 

The  county  council  is  required  to  appropriate  not  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars  annually  to  be  used  in  paying  office  help,  expenses  of 
the  agent,  mileage,  rent,  or  other  incidental  expenses*     The  salary  of 
tho  agricultural  agent  is  paid  by  the  state  through  Purdue  University. 

Tho  duties  of  the  agricultural  agent,  under  the  supervision  of 
Purdue  University,  are  to  cooperate  with  movements  for  the  advancement 
of  agricultural  and  county  life,  with  farmers'  institutes,  farmers* 
clubs,  and  othor  rural  and  civic  organisations;  conduct  practical  farm 
demonstrations,  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  and  contest  work;  give  advice 
to  farmers  on  practical  farm  problems;  and  aid  the  superintendent  of 
schools  and  the  teachers  of  the  county  in  giving  practical  education 
in  agricultural  and  domestic  science.  (2) 

By  an  act  of  1931  the  home  demonstration  agent,  whose  work  is 
supplemental  to  that  of  the  agricultural  agent,  was  created.  (3) 
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Agr3 cultural  ^  ,  ,,i 


Tjio  inception  dato  of  this  office  in  Elkhart  County  is  1913. 
All  the  records  arc  located  in  the  agricultural  agent's  office* 


(l)  Acts  1913,  1023,  1927;  Burns  (2)  .-.etc  1037,  eh.  224.  sec.  1. 

1-4911,  (3)  Acts  1031,  -urns  2C-GC27. 


6j 


237.     CORRESPOITDEITOE  AITD  PROJECT  RECORDS,  1934—.     7  file  boxes. 
Correspondence  and  project  classifications,  snov.'in^  acb.dnistration, 
agriculture,  economics,  engineering,  extension  rcethods,  animal  husbandry, 
cntonolory,  fam  crop,  forestry,  none  ecoronics,  Horticulture,  rodents, 
gome^  birds,  soils,  and  v/ecds*    Arr ■  chron.    12  x  12  ::  18. 

233.    RECORDS  OF  4-1:  CLub:.  IvHSLSERS,  1034—.     C  file  boxes'  (l-C). 
4  II- Club  nesnbers'  records,  shov.rin^  name,  club  address,  tivp.,  parents' 
names,  birthdatc  of  member,  school,  project  for  year,  scope,  results, 
4-ii  exhibits,  adult  exhibits,  total  census,  and  nar.ic  of  loco.l  leader, 
Arr.  chron.    4  x  10  x  14. 

230.    AEEUAL  REPORTS,  1026—.    1  file  bo::. 
Agricultural  agent's  annual  roports,  shov.'in^  complete  summary  ofi  the 
year's  v/ork.    Arr.  chron.    32  x  12  :■:  10. 
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